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Art. I. Indian Antiquities, or Differtations relative to the anci+ 
ent geographical Divifions, the pure Syftem of primeval Theology, 
the Grand Coide of Civil Laws, the original Form of Govern-~ 
ment, and the various and profound Literature of Hindoftan. 
Compared throughout with the Religion, Laws, Government 
and Literature of Perfia, Egypt and Greece. By the Rev. 
Thomas Maurice, 8vo. 2 vols. 15s. Elmsley. | 


HIS elaborate performance appears fo highly impor- 
tant, and fo truly to deferve the countenance of the 
public, that we are induced to believe our readers will rea- 
dily excufe a more extended inveftigation of it, than we fhalb 
ufually afford to two oétavo volumes, being all that Mr. 

Maurice has yet publifhed., ae Bes 
The fcene which the title page prefents, is fo vaft and fo 
magnificent, that although we contemplated the fpacious profpec, 
with delight, we feared that the ftrength and ability of an un- 
affifted individual could not fuffice to perfeét the extenfive 
plan. Our anxiety however was foon relieved, and we had 
not proceeded far in the work, when we found that the genius 
and learning of Mr. Maurice were equal fo his induftry, and, 
that the difcerning curiofity of the public would doubtlefs be. 
fully fatisfied. BRS 64 
Without taking up our reader’s time with any general re- 
marks, we fhall immediately enter upon our duty, hoping that 
the learned author will not impute tous any thing of afperity, 
ee 
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2 Indian Antiquities, &e. 


if we fhall find oceafion to point out any defe&, the removal ot 
which may render his future labours more perfect and more 


ufeful. 


The firft volume of the work before us, contains Diffler- 
tations on the geographical Divifions, and the Theology of 
Hindoftan. 

Mr. Maurice introduces himfelf to his fubfcribers in a long, 
but very ifterefting preface, which it would be extreme injuftice 
to pafsover without fome notice. The hiftory and literature of 
India have not, ina particular manner, engaged the attention and 
curiofity of the public, till within thefe laft ten years.. The 
grand repofitory of the fciences of this vaft region, is the Sanf- 
creet language, a language with which very few individuals are 
even yet acquainted, and in which three gentlemen only are fami- 
liarly converfant, namely, Sir W. Jones, Mr. Hathed, and Mr. 
Wilkins ; the firft of thefe, a man never to be mentioned, where 
literature is held in honour, without reverence, has publifhed a 
tranflation of SACONTALA, an Indian drama, written by Cali- 
das, who it is faid flourifhed about a century before the chriftian 
zra. Mr. Halhed is famous for his tranflation of what our au- 
thor juftly calls, ** that aftonifhing proof of the early wifdom of 
the indians, and their extenfive Aci in jurifprudence, THE 
cope Or Genzoo Laws.” | 

prow Dip vee has been received the Caen or dia- 
logues o na and Arjoen, bein of a Sanfcreet q 
i the en eich is. believed yo 
to be of the venerable antiquity of four thoufand years.—The 
fame gentleman has fince obliged the world with a tranflation 
of the Heerorapes, or amicable inftruétions.—Thefe four 
publications have been employed by Mr. Maurice to re&tify what 
was falfe, and elucidate what was obfcure, in the ancient hiftori- 
ans, and geographers of Greece and Rome ; and he claims to 
himfelf the merit of being the firft author, who in Europe has 
undertaken the arduous tafk of comparing Sanfcreet and Greek 
literature.—In page 11 of his introduction, our author confi- 
ders the incidents of the great war tecorded in the Mahabba- 
rat, and indeed all the apparently fabulous events of the remote 

iods of Indian hiftory, as to be referred to the contefts of the 
ons of Shem and Ham forthe empire of the infant world.— 
The idea is certainly original, and the argument ingenious; it 
opens an entirely new view of a fubje& hitherto i uately 
explored, and tends to place-the unfubjtantial ftruéture of fable, 
on the folid bafe of truth.—In page vi After making an apo- 
logy, which to us feems unneceffary, for entering at great og 
into the aftronomical {peculations of the Oriental world, Mr. 
Maurice prefents the following fatisfa€tory jultification of his 


motives? 
«I have 
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Tidian Antiquities, ee. A 3 
' Thaveenteted farther into thefe aftronomical difquifitions than my 


friends may think was either seceflary, or, in regatd to the fale 
pre ae but this particular fubje& was intimately comnotted with 


abet 


other nations, in point 0 ve eer gre aftronomy, could 
their extra it claims fubftantiated, have a direét to 
overturn the Mofaic fyftem, and with it, Chriftianity. I have, there. 
fore, with what fuccefs the reader muft hereafter determine, laboured 
to invalidate thofe claims, with all the perfevering affiduity which an. 
hearty belief in the truth of the former, and an unfhaken 

not merely profeffional, to the fyftem, could not fail of exciti 
and animating. While ex thofe enquiries, the fortunate arn- 
val of the fecond volume Afiatic with the various 
differtations on the fubject, of Bir William Jones, and of Mr. Davis,. 
who has unveiled the aftrono myfteries of the famous Surya 
StppHanta, the moft ancient Sanfcreet treatife on that {Cience, ena- 
bled me to purfue with fatisfaftion; with fecurity, and, I truift, to 
demonftration, the plan which I had previoufly formed, ‘and upon 
which aloge the difficulty can be’ folved.’ . : 


In the courfe of this introdu&tion, the curious reader wilt 
find fome elucidations of proper names, intimately conneéted 
with the refearches of the hiftorian and the claffic. Wehave 
been taught, from our childhood, to name the bold opponert.of 
Alexander Porus, his real name it feems was Porav.a. Adam 
gay be traced to the Sanfcreet root Apim, the fir; in the 
prophetic and regal title of Manu of India, may be recognized 
the patriarch Noaa ; Batt, the great Indian hero, is no other 
than BeLus.—p. 23, contains foine acute remarks, intended to — 
prove that the figures of the conftellations of the Zodiac are not 
of genuine Egyptian origin.—This fubje& is — through © 
many fucceeding pages with much ingenious obfervation. 

P. 34. Fromthe circular dance in which, according to the bi/= 
tortan Lucian, in his treatife De Saltatione, the ancient Indians 
enero the orb of the Sun, Mr. Maurice is induced to be- 
lieve, that in the moft early periods, they had difcovered that 
the earth in form was {pherical, and that the planets revolved 
round the Sun. a 

Lucian cannot properly be called an hiftorian; and the obfer- 
vation which follows betrays a little of the fpirit of hypothefis, 
a determination to accommodate every thing to a beloved fyf 
tefh. . The circular dance might doubtlefs intimate the mo-+ 
tion of the planets round the Sun, but how it could by any means; 
imply a pera the fpherical figure of the earth, is far be-. 
yond our comprehenfion, is : = a 
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The tract of Lucian, to which Mr. Maurice refers, is very 
curious, and the particular paflage of which ufe is here made, 
is, we conceive, the following : {peaking of the Indians, he fays, 
mpos Thy avaToAny SayTEes, oeynaes Tov Hu0y acmalovrat, oxnuat Corres 
BAUTYS TIWIY, XK) [AABIAEVOL THY YOpLiaY TE Ose, that is, {tanding with the 
face towards the eaft, they worfhip the Sun in a dance, moving 
r6s bel at intervals in ence: and imitating the dance of the 
God.—ex2uar:Govres cannot eafily be rendered in our language ; 
for the word cynya OF exnyariov, from which it comes, fignifies 
a kind of dance in which the performers fometimes ftood f{till.— 
See the Pax of Ariftophanes.—Lucian, the reader will obferve, 
draws no other deduétion, than that this religious dance repre- 
fents the feeming motion of the Sun in its orbit, for that the 
Sun moved round his axis, was probably then unknown. 

Page 47. We entirely agree with Mr. Maurice in reprobating 
the infinuation, that nothing either ‘« novel or interefting can 
be expected from an author, who has never vifited the region he 
defcribes.” 

Page 55. We revere the fpirit which ditated the verfes which 
are here inferted, a tribute to the memory of a beloved wife, 
and we can properly praife the verfes themfelves ; but we think 
them mifplaced in a work like the prefent. 

With refpe& to the orthography of Indian words mentioned 
in page 60, it has certainly been a matter attended with a great 
difficulty to the writer, and perplexity to the reader.—Recent 
difcoveries, from a more careful inveftigation of this fubject, 
have detected various miftakes in the otherwife valuable work of 
Mr. Richardfon. But thefe difficulties will progreflively become 
lefs, and we think that the plan which Mr. Mostice has adop- 
ted, will contribute its part to this defirable end. 

Mr. Maurice’s apology for his ftyle, does not to us feem ne- 
ceflary.—It is generally nervous and good ; there appears how- 
ever throughout, fomewhat of a predilection for words of lefs 
ufual occurrence. 

Page 23. Theauthor, finding in his progrefs, that maps and 
engravings were eflential to the accomplifhment of his purpofe, 
apologizes for the neceflity of increafing the price of his book. 
The liberality of the public is feldom backward in anfwering fuch 
claims, and the prefent feems a cafe in which it certainly oughe, 
not to be lefs prompt than ufual in the encouragement of literar 
induftry.—The engravings introduced in this work, are well 
explained from page go to page 113. ‘This very learned and 
intere(ting introduétion, concludes with a reprefentation of the 
predicament in which the author ,ftands with regard to the public. 

Hedifclaims allbafe and mercenary motives; at the fame time 
he finds, that confiderable property has been expended in this ars 
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duous undertaking, in which alfo his health has been deeply, 
but we truft not irretrievably injured.—He hopes, and his ho 
have at leaft our warmeft withes for their accomplifhment, that 
his labours may fo far attra& the curiofity of the public, as may 
in fome degree compenfate his exertions. 

The rémaining part of the firft volume contains the geogra- 
phical difcoveries of Indoftan.—On this fubje& the claffcal 
writers of Greece and Rome are firft confidered.——-Our author 
difputes the fcience of Geometry to have originated with the 
Egyptians, and thinks the arguments in favour of its being firft 
known in India far more plaufible; great as our refpec is for 
Mr. Maurice, we do not think his reafonings on this fubje& fa- 
tisfactory or conclufive—The overflowings of the Nile firft 
taught, as is fuppofed, the fcience of geometry in Egypt; but ma- 
ny parts of India, fays Mr. Maurice, are annually overflowed, 
not only by the Ganges, but by many other confiderable rivers. 
But the cafe is by no meanis parallel.—In Egypt, where there is 
little or no rain, the inundations of the Nile are indifpenfably 
neceflary to the cultivation of the lands, and extend nearly over 
the whole of thofe that are occupied for agriculture ; confequent- 
ly when, in early times, the boundaries were fuch as became ob- 
literated by the water, it was-neceflary to have recourfe to geo- 
metry, after the recefs of the river, in order to aflign to every 
man his proper portion, ‘This at leaft is the light in which the | 
ancients reprefent the fact: but the Ganges and other rivers, 
though they overflow, do not fo far extend over the cultivated 
land, in their inundations, as to have rendered this expedient at 
any time neceflary, 

We thall here take our leave of Mr. Maurice for the prefent 
month, again repeating our approbation of his learning and 
his induftry, and our hope that both will obtain the remunera- 
tion they fo well deferve. 3 


[ Zo be continued. | 
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Art. II. A Narrative of the Campaign in India, which termi- 
nated the War with Tippoo Sultan, in 1792. By Major 
Dirom, Deputy Adjutant General of his Majefty’s Forces 
in India. 4to. Faden, &c. 11. 1s. 


AN event of fuch magnitude as the clofe of our late war 
in India, by which the Britith power, according to 
all probable appearance, is eftablithed on the continent of 


Afia, beyond all fear of external injury, for a very cor 


B 3 . 




























Se eee 


<= nt ae Cpe Rie. ee 
= 


nae Sn mn Te ar oo 
Se 


Tc cella a ae: ca. ae SS ERE 
2 owe anes. 


: 
; 
: 


> 
; 
‘ 
4 


—— 


a ee 
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fubjeéts of this empire ; we with to be minutely informed by 
what fteps fo great advantages were fecured, what obftacles 
were furmounted, and by what means ; how far the glory of our 
country isincreafed by the manner, as well as her intereft pro- 
moted by the nature of the conqueft. 

. The detached accounts from time to time tranfmitted, durin 
the progrefs of fuch tranfactions, cannot fully fatisfy this rationa 
curiofity: thefe, being only parts divided from each other b 
long interruptions, lofe their natural connection, and the di 
tinctnefs of their reference to the whole ; and, the neceffary ex- 
planations and illuftrations not being always attainable, this 
disjointed hiftory is feldom fully underftood. We are gratified 
therefore with the appearance of any connected narrative, which 
may fill up thefe deficiencies of information. 

t is not often that a very recent event is fo related as to give 
the narrative a place within the clafs of finithed hiftory; time, 
and much careful enquiry, are neceffary to form a sna es ass, like 
that of Thucydides, whofe confeflion of the difficulty there is in 
obtaining accurate intelligence, even from eye-witnefles, ought 
always to be prefent to the mind of an hiftorian. The farft 
narratives which follow great tranfaétions, may im general be 
confidered only as fingle evidences in a complicated caufe. - To 
an officer of fome rank, however, the eventsof a fingle cam- 
paign, quorum pars magna fuit, may be better known than 
civil or political occurrences canto any individual ; and among 
fuch narratives, that of Major Dirom well deferves to hold an 
honourable place. ‘The diftinétnefs of his arrangement, the 
clearnefs of his ftyle, the unaffe&ted fimplicity of his narration, 
free from modern varnifh, and falfe ‘ake, contribute to render 
his work, which is neceffarily interefting in point of fubjedt, 
highly pleafing alfo in the mode of communication. 

Major Dirom very fatisfa&torily explains the fources of his 
information : journals and authentic documents prepared while 
the events were recent, compared with the knowledge pofleffed 


__ by other officers, who were themfelves alfo engaged in the great 


fcenes of action ; and the beft affiftance in the world, that of 
Major Rennel, in drawing out the maps. We have reafon to 
be well fatisfied with the vfe made of all thefe means. The 
narrative has every appearance of candour and correétnefs, and 
the maps, and other illuftrations, are as clear as can be wifhed, 
and executed in a good ftyle. 

The divifion of the work is natural and good. It confifts of 
three parts, the firft contains the tranfaétions of the Britifh ar- 
my and the allies, during their recefs from Seringapatam ;_ the 
‘econd gives the return of the forces to Seringapatam, and the 

cations before that place, concluding with the ceflation of 
hoflalities ; 
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hoftilities ; the third confifts of the treaties of peace, and the 
tranfagtions relative to their ratification, with fome general 
refle&tions on the confequences of the war. 

It fhould be remem » that the campaign here recorded 
was the third of our war with Tippoo Sultan. The fir com- 
menced in June 1790, and concluded with that year, It was 
confined below the Ghauts. The /fecond campaign contained 
the capture of Bangalore, which fixed the feat of war in the 
enemy’s country, and cancluded with the retreat of Lord Corn- 
wallis from Seringapatam, towards the end of May 1791. The 
third commences almoft from that point, and terminates in 
March 1792. Obferving, however, as the author very properly 
ftates, that, in the fine climate of Myfore, campaigns are re- 
gulated rather by plans of operations, than by feafons. 

The narrative commences with unfavourable circumftances ; 
the retreat of the two armies under General Abercromby and 
Lord Cornwallis; the lofs of cannon in both; an epidemic 
diforder among the cattle; and a dreadful {carcity of grain. 
Thefe evils, however, vanifh by degrees ; the junction of the 
Mahrattas affords a fupply of neceflaries, arrangements are 
made for obtaining in futurethe moft ample and regular provi- 
fion of bullocks and grain, and for replacing the battering 
guns. On the return of the army to the vicinity of Bangalore, 
the operations began which were to fecure the communication 
with the Carnatic, and reduce the power of the enemy in thofe 
parts. The Britifh force was immediately and fuccefsfully 
employed to reduce Qufloor, Rayacotta, and the other hill- 
forts commanding the Policode Pafs. The next objeé& was 
the forts to the north-eaft of Bangalore, which interrupted the 
communication with the Nizam’s army, and with the Carna- 
tic, by thatroute. Thefe being foon reduced, Nundydroog, 2 
place of greater magnitude and {trength, was attacked, and, 
after being befi from Sept. 22d, was carried by affault, on 
the 18th of October, in {pite of obftacles which might reafonably 
have been deemed infurmountable. In this part of the narra- 
rative we have an anecdote of General Medows, which reminds 
us of fome traits recorded of the generals of antiquity. When 
every difpofition had been made for the aflault, fome perfon 
unthinkingly mentioned, in the hearing of the troops, that a 
mine was reported to be near the breach, General Medows, 
with that promptitude which marks his character, replied, ‘* if 
there be a mine, it muft be a mine of gold.” p. 46. 

By means of difpofitions made tor that purpofe, fupplies of 
all kinds now came in from the Carnatic. Penagra was taken 
at the end of Oftober ; and Kiftnagheri attacked on the 7th of 
November : this was almoft the only enterprife that was not 
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completely fuccefsful, the lower fort and pettah were taken ; 
but the upper fort maintained its defence, and the attack was 
rclinquifhed. It feemsthat it could only have been carried by 
a coup de main, which unluckily failed. Onthe 2d of the fame 
month another imftance ofill fuccefs happened to us, the relief 
of Coimbetore having been prevented, ioe garrifon was obliged 
to capitulate to Cummer-ud-Deen Cawn, on terms which 
Tippoo did not afterwards fulfil. 

* Savendroog, or the Rock of Death, bore witnefs, in the 
month of December, to the invincible ardour and perfeverance 
of the Britifh troops. This fortrefs ftanding in the way be- 
tween Bangalore and Seringapatam, is thus defcribed : 

Itis ‘ a vaft mountain of rock, and is reckoned to rife 
above half a mile in perpendicular height, from a bafe of eight 
or ten miles in circumference. Embraced by walls on every 
fide, and defended by crofs walls and barriers, wherever it was 
deemed acceflible ; this huge mountain had the farther advan- 
tage of being divided above by achafm which feparates the 
upper part into two hills, which, having each their defences, 
form two citadels capable of being maintained independent of 
the lower works; and, affording a fecure retreat, fhould en- 
courage the garrifon to hold out to the laft extremity.” p. 67, 
{t is alfo famed no lefs for its noxious atmofphere, occalioned 
by the furrounding hills and woods, than for its wonderful fize 
and ftrength. Hence it derives its formidable name,’ . 

The Sultan is faid to have flattered himfelf, that..before this 

lace ** half the Kuropeans would die of ficknefs, the other 
pif be killed in the attack.” He was, however, miftaken. 
The garrifon, fortunately for us, trufted more to the ftrength 
of the place than ,to their own exertions, and on.the ar1it of 
December, only the tith day of the fiege, this fortrefs, 
hitherto deemed impregnable, was taken by affault, in. lefs than 
an hour, in open day, without the lofs of aman, only one pri- 
vate foldier having been wounded, 

Outredroog and other forts fucceflively fell after this brilliant 
fuccefs. “The forces of the allies were not equally fortunate 
during the fame interval. The army of the Nizam, after a long 
liege of Gurramcondah, drew off to join our forces, and onl 
left the place blockaded, ‘To make amends for this failure, the 
Mahratta army under Purferam Bhow, aflifted by our Engineers, 
took Hooly Onore, Bankapoor, Simoga, anid:other places, By 
the latter end of January 1792, the whole allied force, except- 
ing the Bombay army, was aflembled in the vicinity of Hoole- 
adruog. 

We now come to the fecond part of the narrative: the 
operations againft Seringapatam. On the 1ft of February the 


allies 
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allies began their march, and by two o’clock on the sth, were 
encamped acrofs the valley of Milgotah, only fix miles from 
the pofition of Tippoo before Seringapatam. It could not well 
be expected by the. fultan, that he fhould receive fo early an . 
attack as Lord Cornwallis deftined for him. His camp was 
{trongly fituated and fortified by a bound hedge and feveral re- 
doubts, Neverthelefs, after caufing his pofition to be recon- 
noitred in the morning of the 6th, the commander in chief if- 
fued orders for the attack that we evening. “The army was 
to march at night in three divifions, and without cannon. 
«© The plan of attack, fays Major Dirom, was indeed bold be- 
yond the expeétation of our army ; but, like a difcovery in 
fcience, which excites admiration when difclofed, it had only 
to be known to meet with general applaufe.” ‘The outlines 
of this great enterprife are generally known; the particulars 
cannot be detailed in this place, but arerelated with great clear- 
nefs by the hiftorian, and fo illuftrated by the attendant plans, 
that the circumftances cannot be miftaken. ‘The only appear- 
ance of partiality in the whole narrative, is the fair colour 
given in this account to the error of the right divifion, and the 
fuppreflion of the formidable confequences which we underftood 
to be very near enfuing from it: and even this may deferve the 
name of delicacy, rather than partiality. Major Hivon hime 
felf was with Col, Nefbitt at the head of this column. 

The refult of this operation was, that Tippoe was driven 
from. his camp into Seringapatam, all his redoubts taken, and 
a lodgment eftablifhed on the ifland, in a ftrong pofition, where 
Lieut, Stuart remained pofted. All poflible preparations were 
made, from this time, for taking the capital by affaulr: and 
they were fuch as probably would have been crowned with full 
fuccefs, On the 16th of February, the Bombay army, under 
General Abercromby, after overcoming various obftacles, join- 
ed the main army, and remained pofted to the north-weft of 
the city. On thé 1agth, it was ftationed on the fouth fide of 
the Cavery, in a fituation that feemed to give the Sultan much 
uneafinefs. However, after attacking the advanced poft of this 
army, on the night of the ar{t, Tippoo made no further effort ; 
and on the 24th, when the preparations for the general aflault 
were in great forwardnefs, it was announced that preliminaries 
of peace were fettled. ‘The conferences for this purpofe had 
begun on the 15th; byt the operations, on both fides, continu 
ed till the 2gth, After the ceffation of arms which then took 
place, the conduct of ‘Lippe Sultan was fo equivocal and fuf- 
picious, as to make it neceflary, on our part, to renew the prepa- 
rations for the fiege. Overawed, at length, by the firmnefs and 
decifion of Lord Cornwallis, and probablyalarmed by thedifcon 
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tent of his own people, the reluGant Sultan fubmitted to all the 
terms propofed ; and, on the 19th of March, thecopies of the de- 
finitive treaty were delivered in form, by his fons, to Lord Corn- 
wallis, and the agents of the allied princes. —The Nizam’s fon, 
Prince Secunder Jah, and the Mahratta plenipotentiary Hurry 
Punt, thought it beneath their dignity to be prefent on this 
occafion in perfon, and were reprefented by their vakeels. 

Thus ended a war, which, as the author fums it up in his 
conclufion, ‘‘ Vindicated the honour of the nation, has given 
the additional poffeffions and fecurity to the fettlements in India 
which they required ; has effected the wifhed-for balance amongft 
the native powers on the peninfula; has, beyond all former ex- 
ample, raifed the character of the Britifh arms in India; and 
has afforded an inftance of good faith in alliance, and modera- 
tion in conqueft, fo eminent, as ought to conftitute the Eng- 
lith arbiters of power; worthy of holding the fword,:and fcales 
of juftice in the Eaft.” 

The general view of advantages gained by us in this war, 
may be briefly {tated thus :—1. Our moft formidable enemy is fo 
reduced by it, as to render our pofleflions in India both profitable 
and fecure.—2. Madras is fecured from invafion by poffeffion 
of the pales, and covered by a territory defended by {trong 


forts. —3. The value of Bombay is greatly enhanced by poffef- 


fions gained on the Malabar coaft, protected by Paligautcherry 
and the frontier of the Coorga Rajah. Thefe advantages, it may 
be prefumed, will far overbalance the expences of the war. By 
a {tatement in chap. iii. part ili. it appears, that Tippoo loft in 
this war 67 forts, 801 cannons, and 49,340 men. 

In the details of this narrative many interefting particulars 
occur, among which we fhall feleét a few. ‘The following 
defcription of the march of our allies is particularly {triking: 


« In marching to the eaftward, the armies of the allies encamping 
yn the rear of our cont then fronting Savendroog, were not diftur- 
bed in the mornings by our march: ana having fometimes to pafs 
beyond our camp to their ground, it was highly entertaining to fee 
them in motion the whole day; the chiefs in different groups, 
Moguls and Mahrattas alternately, themfelves and their principal at- 
tendants mounted on elephants, diflinguifhed by their ftate-flags and 
nagars, alfo borne on elephants. ‘They were furrounded by cavalry, 
with their various ftandards, and preceded by their bards, and bands 
of mufic, who fung the: praifes of their mafters, and the heroes of 
their nation. Group fucceeding group; elephants, camels, pike- 
men, ftandard-bearers; horfemen innumerable, armed with {word 
and fhield, with lances, bows and arrows, and every variety of anci- 
ent and modern arms and armour ; tilts and tournaments for exer- 
cife, and a continual difcharge of piftols and carabines, difplayed the 
jubilee of their march. A f e fo wild and irregular, yet fo 
grand and interefting, refembled more the vifions of romance, thar 
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any afiemblage that can be fuppofed to have exiftence in real life!’ 
P. 23- 


In the fort of Ouffoor were found the melancholy traces of 
the fate of fome of our countrymen, who had failen a facrifice 
to the cruelty of Tippoo: the circumftances are thus related : 


*In one of the ftorehoufes in the fort (a kind of laboratory, 
where the military ftores were kept), there was a little journal 
found, in Englith, by which it appeared that fome Europeans had 
been confinedh ere, and mentioned the work the perfon who wrote 
it had done as a carpenter. Some poor people, who remained ia 
the pettah, faid there been three Europeans, one of them called 
Hamilton, prifoners at this place; who were all very much re-. 
fpected, and regretted by the inhabitants; that they were alive till 
after the capture of Bangalore, when Tippoo fent orders to put them 
to death ; that the killedar, who was 4 man of great humanity, evad- 
ed the firft order, but the fecond came by a meffenger, who was in- 
ftructed to fee it carried into execution. They fhewed the place 
where the unfortunate men were beheaded and buried; and, on 
digging up the graves, the heats were found fevered from the bo- 
dies, and, from the appearance of the hair, and fome remnants of 
their clothes, no doubt remained of the truth of this murder; which 
is one of the many Tippoo appears to have committed, to prevent his 
falfe affertions being , Aaa » of there having been no Britith fub- 
jects detained by force in his country, fince the laft war. Some have 
fortunately made their efcape; but wherever the tyrant fufpected 
they might fall into our hands, he has always ordered them to be 
put to death.’ P. 33. 


The charaéter and anecdotes of the Rajah of the Coorga 
country, whom we protected, and finally eftablifhed in his 
territory, are highly interefting ; but are too long to be extrad. 
ed here. ‘They will be found in chap. viii. of the firft part. 
Againft this prince, whom he had reafon to confider as one of 
the main inftruments of the war, the Sultan doubtlefs harbour- 
ed the fevereft vengeance ; the demand of his country by us was 
unexpected ; and he is faid to have been irritated to a ftate of 
phrenzy, when it was mentioned by his vakeels. 

Among the circumftances to be regretted in this war, was 
the unavoidable deftru€tion of the Sultan’s beautiful garden on 
the ifland of Seringapatam. 


« The Sultan’s garden, which had flourifhed under the mild influ- 
ence of a climate, where the feafons of {pring, fummer, and autumn, 
reign with uninterrupted and united power, became a melancholy 
fpeétacle, devoted to the neceffities of military fervice; and ap- 
peared for the firft time as if it had fuffered the ravages of the 
fevereft winter. The fruit trees were ftripped of their branches, 
while the lofty cyprefs trees, broken to the ground by the troops, to 
be formed into fafcines, were rooted up by the followers to ™ _ 
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famed as fire-wood. The maufoleum, palace, and bungalo, at firft 
fearcely difcerned in the high furrounding fhade, were now laid 
open to view. ‘Thefe the Sultan might regain; but, to {peak in the 
eaiftern ftyle, the remaining years of his ill-fated life, would be une- 
qual to renew the beauties of his terreftrial paradife. 

‘ This devaftation, unavoidable on the part of Tippoo’s enemies, 
muft have been a fubje&t of the more poignant regret to himfelf, 
from feeing that the fame precaution which Ied him to facrifice his 
fuburb to the improvement of his defence, and to cut down every 
tree and bufh in the adjoining country that might afford materials 
for the flege, ought alfo to have dictated the neceflity of deftroying 
this extentive garden. Senfible of his error, and misjudged obfti- 
riacy, his people were now cutting down the Rajah’s or Dowlat 
Baug, with as much diligence as we were employed in felling his 
own garden; fo that the ifland, which, fhaded by large groves, was 
green and beautiful on our arrival, now prefented a moft wretched 
and barren appearance. ‘The Sultan’s fort and city, only remained 
in repair, amidft all the wrecks of his former grandeur.’ P. 211. 


‘The defcription of the delivery of the two fons of the Sultan 


to Lord Cornwallis, in the firft chapter of part iii. is very in- 
tere(ting ; but as we have extracted fo much, we fhall refrain, 
and content ourfelves with giving that which ought to live 
in the memory of every Englifhman, the character of Lord 
Cornwallis. 


‘ It is impoflible to recolle&t the bufy fcene, which has paffed in 
India, without wifhing to give fome farther idea of the conduct of 
the perfonage who directed that great confederacy: not in the 
operations of the field alone, part of which have been detailed, but 
in the more laborious duties of office which required the moft affidu- 
ous and indefatigable attention, Lord Cornwallis, on marchin 
days, was in his tent from the time the army came to the ground o 
encampment; and on halting days, after vifiting the out-pofts in the 
morning, was there conftantly employed till the evening, attending 
to the affairs depending on his ftation. The bufinefs which prefied 
npon him from the feveral armies, and from every part of India, 
may eafily be imagined to have been fo complicated and various, as 
to have required every exertion of diligence and arrangement for 
its difpatch. He gave his inftructions, in perfon, to all officers who 
went on detachments of importance, and jaw them on their return, 
Officers at the heads of departments applied to himfelf on all mate- 
rial bufinefs; and there was no branch of the fervice with which he 
was not intimately acquainted. In the detail of bufinefs, he was 
ably affifted by his fecretary, Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs, and other 
gentlemen of his fuite; and his Lordfhip’s tents, and the line of 
head quarters, appeared more like the various departments of a 
great oflice of ftate, than the fplendid equipage that might be fup- 
pofed to attend the leader of the greateft armies that, under a 
Britith general, were ever aflembled in the eaft.’ 
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¢ To this unremitting attention to bufinefs, is not only to be. 
afcribed the general fuccefs of the adminiftration of Lord Cornwallis 
in India, and in particular that of the operations of the late war, 
but alfo the unexampled economy with which it was conducted, and 
the readinefs with which all accounts will be clofed, und the expence 
afcertained for the information of the public. Before his Lordthip 
quitted Madras to return to Bengal, in July laft 1792, all arrears to 
the troops, and to the public departments, were paid up; and there 
is great reafon to believe that, after deducting the Company’s fhare 
of the fine paid by Tippoo Sultan, the extraordintry expence of this 

lorious war (that is, beyond the ufual allowances to the troops on 

e peace eftablifhment), will not amount to even two millions 
fterling!’ P.258. 


With this juft tribute, toa man who has deferved fo well, we 
fhall conclude our account of this very excellent narrative; of 
which we cannot make a higher or more juft encomium, than 
by faying, that it is worthy of the tranfaétions it relates. 


Guus — 





Art. III. Travels in India during the Years 1780, 81, 82, 
and 83. By William Hodges, R.A. 4to. 156 pages. Hd- 
wards. 11. Is, 


T is no lefs remarkable than true, that, till within thefe few 
years, very little authentic information has been communi- 
cated to Europe concerning the literature, antiquities, and cuf- 
toms of India. The veil of obfcurity, however, which has fo 
hong been {pread over that immenfe and interefting portion of the 
* feems now in a fair way of being effectually removed. 
r. Haftings led the way, by his patronage of Mr. Wilkins 
and Mr. Halhed. Sir William Jones, with that unremitting 
zeal which charaéterizes real genius, has fince brought to light 
what has for ages been concealed, ‘The fuccefsful labours of 
Mr. Maurice, already noticed by us, have produced a fy{tematic 
arrangement of much curious and important matter. And 
laftly, the publication before us muft not be fuffered to pafs 
without its due fhare of well-deferved praife, for that branch 
of information to which it is confined, the local illuftration of 
thofe parts through which the author travelled. The work of 
Dr. Robertfon, on India, is of a different kind from all the reft. 
The learned had long been in doubt how far into ancient India, 
the victorious and indefatigable Alexander had made his way : 
it was certain, that the knowledge which the ancients had of 
this portion of the globle was vague and inconclufive; and the 
helps on this fubjeét, which the moderns might expeé to re- 
ceive from Ptolemy, Strabo, and the ancient geographers, rather 
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provoked than fatisfied curiofity, The hiftorical difquifition 
concerning India, by Dr. Robertfon, has removed many of thefe 
difficulties ; has fyftematized the knowledge of the ancients, has 
often illuminated what was obfcure, and made clear what was 
doubtful. We wanted however, and we ftill require, the ef- 
forts of individuals, who, penetrating into the interior parts 
of a beautiful and picturefque region, will give us a faithful 
reprefentation of ancient monuments and modern manners. 
Thus the progrefs of art, the changes of manners, and the vari- 
ation of national character, may be more perfpicuoufly under- 
ftood, and the ftock of univerfal knowledge extended and im- 
roved. 
: Mr. Hodges has long, and defervedly, enjoyed great reputa- 
tion as an artift; his credit, as a writer, refts, we believe, folely 
on the prefent publication. We fhall content ourfelves with 
iving a concife analyfis of his work :—His firft entrance into 
Fodia was at Madras, which place, with the circumjacent coun- 
try, he defcribes. He fpeaks in high terms of a beautiful Hindoo 
temple, or pagoda, at es within.two miles of Madras, 
His drawing of this temple was loft on board the General Bar- 
ker Eaft Indiaman ; but the fubfcribers receive an ample com- 
penfation by a view of the great pagoda at Tanjore. 

From Madras Mr. Hodges proceeded to Bengal, defcribing 
Calcutta, the plains of Plaifey, Bauglepoor, and Mongheir. A 
charming view of Calcutta is here introduced, with a moft de- 
lightful reprefentation of the pafs of Sicri Gully: a lovelier fcene 
can hardly be imagined. Returning to the capital of Bengal, 


Mr. Hodges obtained permiffion to accompany the governor-- 


general in that memorable nr Se oapes up the country, when 
his fafety, and that of all the Europeans in his train, was fo 

reatly endangered by the infurrection at Benares. In the 
fourth chapter the reader will find an entertaining differtation 
on the Hindoo, Moorifh, and Gothic archite&ture. Whe- 
ther the idea here fuggefted, of the origin of the diffe. 
rent modes of sichindllbes: will meet with univerfal affent, 
is more than we will venture to determine. Mr. Hodges was 
prefent at the prepofterous and cruel ceremony of facrificing 
a widow on the pile of her hufband. It is much to be regret- 
ted, that the interference of our countrymen has not hitherto 
been able to prevent a crime, Which, from every principle of 
reafon and humanity, they muft difavow and deteft. A drawing 
of this facrifice is fubjoined. Our author alfo vifited Lucknow, 
and had a view of the once fplendid and imperial city of Agra. 
He points out, with the ardour of enthufiafm of an artift, many 
other tours which might be fuccefsfully undertaken in this in- 
terefting country, and laments that he himfelf was unable to 
accomplifh more. 
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We have no fcruple in faying, that our traveller has done a 
great deal. His defcriptions are lively and fenfible ; his plates, 
of which there are a confiderable number, are very beautiful ; 
and his book altogether is a very honourable fpecimen of the 
ftate of the arts in this country. One obfervation we will 
venture to make, and with no fentiments of difrefpe& towards 
Mr. Hodges:——We fhould have been better pleafed if he 
had directed his attention, and confined his remarks to the 
Hindoos, and their peculiarities of religion and manners. Alt 
that relates to Mahometani{m is not only more generally known, 
but is more fatisfaCtorily to be obtained from thofe countries 
where the doctrine of Mahomet is pre-eminently the national 
religion. It fhould be remembered, that in Hindoftan, Maho- 
metanifm is only incidental, and probably imperfe&t. The 
true object of curiofity to a traveller in any country, is that 
which cannot be obferved elfewhere, or not with equal ad- 
vantage. : 

It becomes us in juftice to add, that this Tour is enriched by 
a valuable — of part of Bengal and Bahar, with the provinces 
of Benares, Allahabad, Oude, and Agra. Mr. Hodges, doubt 
lefs, will foon receive the proper reward of his talents and in- 


duftry, in a call from the public, for a fecond edition of his 
work, 





Art. 1V. The Literary Life of the late Thomas Pennant, Efq. 
By Himfelf. 4to. 144 pages. 7s. 6d White and Faulder, 


E have here a fingular curiofity: the work of a ghoft! 
but, as the {pirit is undoubtedly harmlefs and benevo- 
lent, we neither feel our blood to curdle, nor 


¢ Each particular hair to ftand on end, 
* Like quills upon the fretful porcupine.” 


Other quills it will infallibly put in motion, but furely not 
with the defign of the porcupine, to infli€ a wound. We 
gain here an extraordinary piece of knowledge, which is; the 
manner in which ghofts fign their names: it is not, it feems, 
by continued ftrokes of the pen, but by a number of feparate 
{pecks. This information, which was unaccountably omitted in 
Mrs. Rowe’s Letters from the Dead to the Living, is conveyed 
by actual example in the fignature of the advertifement. Some 
things, on the other hand, are communicated which there 
needed no ghoft to come and tell us, fuch as, that the deceafed 
author fhaves every morning regular at feven, p. 95. that he 
writes a moft illegible hand, and keeps an amanuentis in order 
to 
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to deliver his labours intelligible to pofterity. P. 39. But at thefe 
trifling defeéts it. would be captious to take offence, efpecially 
as we do not fully know the effeét that death may naturally have 
upon the human mind, by magnifying the particulars which 
have reference to its former ftate: we fhould, indeed, have fuf- 
pected the contrary effect to be more natural, but there is no 
arguing againft fact. ‘This however we can fafely vouch for, 
that the ghoft is no impoftor, the pofthumous work being 
evidently dictated by the fame {pirit, as the genuine productions 
of the voluminous author. 

Some degree of alarm was really felt by us on the firft peru- 
fal of Mr. Pennant’s title-page, left, what was certainly very 
improbable, the celebrated zoologift, antiquarian, and traveller, 
fhould aétually have departed from this country to that, whence 
no traveller returns, without the proper tributes of praife and 
lamentation from the voice of Fame. It was foon difcovered, 
to our great joy, that the death was no more than a metapho- 
sical deceafe, and alluded only to the ceflation of Mr. Pennant’s 
publications; which is fixed, though by fome means the 
reafon is not made fufficiently clear, to the 1{t of March 
1791. 

The information in this Life confifts chiefly of the pro- 
grefs of the author’s ftudies, the dates of his various publi- 
cations, the periods of his admiflion into feveral philofophical 
focieties, and fuch other matters as are naturally connected 
with his literary chara&ter. We find that a cafual prefent of 
Willughby’s Ornithology, at the early age of twelve, is confi- 
dered by Mr. P. as the leading circumftance which gave the 
bias of his mind to natural hiltory: and that, from the above 
period to the prefent, when he is, by his own account, in his 
68th year, he has perfifted in the active purfuit of various know-. 
ledge, and in endeavours to make that knowledge ufeful and 
amufing to the public. That he has fucceeded in thefe points, 
the extenfive fale of his productions will teftify fufficiently. 
We are told alfo of a great work projected about five years 
fince, and, as it feems, already executed throughout, but in- 
_ tended to be adually pofthumous, which is to confilt of no leis 

than fourteen volumes in folio, of imaginary travels, illuftrated 
by prints, maps and charts, to comprife ‘ hiftory, natural 
hiftory, accounts of the coafts, climates, and every thing that 
he thinks could inftruct or amufe,” Concerning this extraor- 
dinary defign it is fair to infert the author’s own apology— 
‘«« The reader may finile at the greatnefs of the plan, and my 
boldnefs in attempting it at fo late a period of life. I am vain 
enough to think that the fuccefs.is my vindication. Happy is 
the age that could thus beguile its fleeting hours, without 
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injury to any. one ; and, with the addition of years, continue to 
rife in purfuits.” He adds, «* But more interefting, and {till 
more exalted fubje&s, muft employ my future fpan.” Whe- 
ther Mr. P. means by this to dire&t our expeétations of more 
pofthumous works to the fubject of divinity, or to what elfe that 
may deferve the name of ‘more interefting and exalted than na 
tural hiftory and geography, we are at a lofs to guefs, but 
time will doubtlefs explain’; and it is fufficient for the expects 
ing Reviewers cordially to with him increafing pleafure in 
his amufements, and increafing advantage in his itudies. 

The literary life, which is promifed in the title page, confifts 
of 45 pages only 5 3 the remainder of the book, under the title of 
‘ Appendix,” prefents us with 8 tra&s written on different oc- 
cafions, and never before admitted into the acknowledged works 
of Mr. Pennant. The firft of thefe is addreffed to the Hon. 
Daines Barrington on the Patagonians, the refult of which is, that, 
according to the teftimony collected by the author, the country 
called Patagonia, is actually inhabited by three different clafles 
of men; the firft of common fize, the fecond a few inches, or 
about a head taller than Europeans, the third of the extraordi- 
nary height mentioned by Magellan, and eight or nine moré 
witneffes ; a fourth clafs is fuppofed to be formed from a mix- 
ture of all thefe. In the fubjeéts of natural hiftory, incredulity 
is fometimes carri¢d to an unreafonable length, and ought un- 
doubtedly to yield to adequate teftimony. The public is cer- 
tainly obliged to Mr. Pennant for colleéting all bp can be found 
on the curious fubject of the Patagonians.—This tract was writ- 
tenin 1771. 

No. II. Of the Appendix is entitled ‘* Free Thoughts on the 
Militia Laws, addreffe -d to the poor Inhabitants of North Wales,” 
and bears date in 1781. The purpofe of it is diametrically 
contrary to that of many indefatigable writers of the prefent 
day, and is expreffed in the concluding fentence: ‘* But [ hope 
that peace and mutual confidence will reign among us, and 
that rich and poor will, as is their joint intereft, endeavour to 
promote, to the utmolt of their abilities, RESPECT TO THE 
LAWS, AND RESPECT TO TRUE LIBERTY:” 

No. III. Is ** A Letter from a Welfh Freeholder to his 
Reprefentative,” dated 1784. It is in favour of the king’s 
conftitutional prerogative, then aflerted, of choofing his own 
minifters. 

No. IV. and V. Are « Short Letters ;” one ‘* On the Af- 
feétation of the Ladies to wear the Military Drefs in 1781 :” 
the other « On Imprudency of Conduét in married Ladies.” 

In No. VI. “ On the Sobje& of the Flinthhire Petition in 

779, we find a fpeech'drawn'up by the author, which he 
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confeffes he could not mufter fpirits to deliver, being, as he ob- 
ferves, in the fpeech, ‘ totally unufed to fpeak in public.” 

No. VII. Is “* Againft Mail-Coaches:” and muft be owned 
to ftate fome jult caufes of complaint. 

No. VIII. Which Mr, Pennant ftyles his Last AND BEST 
qworK, is ‘¢ The Propofal, or Requifition, for the Loyal Affo- 
ciation in Flintfhire, with the Refolutions there paffed:” and 
does honour to the loyalty and patriotifm of the author. 

The ornaments of this work are the head of Mr. Pennant, 
from Gainfborough’s picture, certainly not without refem- 
blance ; and a view of part of Fountains Abbey: exclufively 
of which, we have a calculation, in p. 38, that the author has 
caufed to be engraved, at different times, not lefs than 802 plates ; 
fo great a friend has he been to the art of engraving! , 

As Mr. Pennant’s poetry is lefs known than his profe, the 
public will, doubtlefs, be pleafed to fee a fpecimen of it pro- 
duced in 1769: 


“ODE, cctafioned by a Lady profefing an Attachment ta 
INDIFFERENCE, 


«Fly Indifference, hated maid! 
Seek Spitzbergen’s barren fhade : 
Where old Winter keeps his court 
There, fit gueft, do- thou refort : 
And thy frofty breaft repofe 
*Midft congenial ice and fnows. 
There refide, infipid maid, 

But ne'er infeft my Emma’s head. 


‘* Or elfe feek the cloifter pale, 
Where reluctant virgins weil: 

In the corner of whofe heart 

Farth with Heav’n ftill keeps a part: 
There thy fulleft influence fhower, 
Free poor Grace from Paffion’s power. 
Give! give! fond Exorsa reft; 

But fhun, oh thin my Emma’s breaft! 


“Or on Lyce, wanton maid! 

Be thy chilling finger laid. 

Quench the frolic nts that flies, 
From her bright fantaftic eyes. 

‘Teach the {weet coquet to know 

Heart of ice in breaft of fnow : 

Give peace to her: give peace to me: 
But leave, oh leave my Emma free! 


«« But if thou, in grave difguife, 
Seek’ft to make that nymph thy prize: 


Should 
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Poung’s Example. 


Should that nymph, deceiv’d by thee, 
Liften to thy fophiftry : 

Should fhe court thy cold embraces, 
And to thee refign her graces ; 
What, alas! is left for me, 

But to fly myfelf to thee. 


© Cuester, March 1769.” 


It is not {peaking too highly of thefe lines to fay, that, a 
few defects excepted, they are greatly fuperior in {pirit to Lady 
Carlifle’s Anfwer to Mrs, Greville’s Ode to indifftepnes. 

With this extra&t we may difmifs Mr. Pennant’s Literary 
Life, remarking only, that the extreme good humour of the 
whole difarms all kind of petulance that might be raifed by the 
foibles betrayed in it, or the blemifhes that might be noticed ; 
and that we are very willing therefore to obey his injunétion of 


‘© Ju manes ne lede meos.” 





Art. V. The Example of France a Warning to Britain. By 
Arthur Young, Efq. F.R.S. Richardfon. 8vo. 146 pages, 
2s. Od. and 2d edit. 182 pages. 3s. 


PPPHERE can be no juft caufe for fcruple or hefitation in 

pronouncing this to be one of the moft ufeful and impref- 
five pamphlets that the prefent crifis has produced. It is the 
refult of ftrong conviction operating upon an a¢tive and vigo- 
rous mind. ‘To render it yet more f{triking, it is the refult of 
converfion alfo, as well as conviétion. Mr. Young was, for 
fome time, a favourer of the French Revolution ; he watched its 
progrefs and effets in the country itfelf, with the eye of an 
attentive obferver ; and he learned to hold it in utter detefta- 
tion. ‘There is nothing in all this that can deferve cenfure, or 
ought even to excite furprife. It is perfectly eafy to conceive 
the progrefs of his fentiments, and to fee how fully it is juftifi- 
able in every ftep. 

Mr. Young, like every other Englifhman of fpirit, is doubt- 
lefs a fincere lover of freedom, He faw with indignation and 
contempt the oppreflive features of the old French government: 
indignation at the iniquity by which they had been introduced, 
contempt for the tame acquiefcence by which they had fo long 
been tolerated. He wifhed to fee a nation of that magnitude 
vindicate its character from thefe reproaches, and obtain pof- 
feffion of that rational and manty liberty which is fecured to us 
by our moft admirable conftitution. On thefe points the ge- | 


neral fentiments of the Britifh nation, at the beginning of the 
C2 French 
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French Revolution, were fully in accord with his. As events 
proceeded, {peculative opinions might be allowed, for fome time, 
to fluctuate concerning the theoretical merit of the plans pur- 
fued ; but the period for a philofopher to make his fair decifion 
was when their effects were fully feen in practice. At fuch a 
time an obftinate man preferves his firft opinion, merely, be- 
caufe it was his firft ; a reafonable man is governed by the cir- 
cumftances, and if that which in theory feemed {pecious, turns 
out to be in praétice pernicious, he not only fees his error, but, 
if he has fufhcient virtue, owns that he has feen it. 

Originally alfo Mr. Young might probably be a favourer of 
what is called reform in our own conftitution. With an adtive. 
zeal for liberty, and a natural love for improvement in all 
matters to which his {peculations were direéted, he might fancy, 
with fome other well-intentioned perfons, that perfonal influ- 
ence in politics ought to be diffufed more widely ; and that the 
theories of policy, founded on that fuppofition, were not fuffi- 
ciently realized in the practice of our own conftitution. But the 
revolution in France, by a very natural effect, completely unde- 
ceived him. He there faw plainly, by undeniable proof, that 
all political fecurity refts upon the fecurity of property ; and 
that, from the moment when multitude overpowers induftry 
and wealth, nothing is to be expected but the violence of low 
paflions, and the moft unjuft excefles to obtain their gratifica- 
tion. A change in opinion fo produced, can never be thought 
blameable by thofe who are true friends to reafon. A philofo- 
pher fets out with certain preconceived opinions concerning the 
animal ceconomy : he attends afterwards to the progrefs of ex- 
periments which prove that he was totally miftaken. If he 
be truly a philofopher, his firft joy will be to find himfelf deli- 
vered trom an error ; his firlt wifh to make his knowledge be- 
neficial to others. 

Such is the fituation of the author of this pamphlet ; his jufti- 
fication of himfelf is therefore perfe&t, when he fays: 


« But in attempting to give expreffions adequate to the indigna- 
tion every one muft feel at the horrible events now paffing in France, 
Jam fenfible that I may be reproached with changing my politics, 
my ‘‘ principles,” as it has beén exprefled. My principles I cer- 
tainly have not changed, becaufe if there is one principle more pre- 
dominant than another in my politics, it is the printiple of change. have 
been too long a farmer to be governed by any thing but events; I 
have a conft:tutional abhorrence of all theory, of all truft in abftra& 
reafoning ; and confequently a reliance merely on experience ; in 


ether words, on events, the only principle worthy of an experimen- 


ter.” FP. 3. 


That the happinefs of a large nation fhould be put to the ha- 
zard 
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zard of a precarious experiment, is a melancholy circumftance. 
Men, not habitually callous to fuch feelings, think with fome 
horror on the tortures and deftruction of animals occafioned by 
the curiofity of experimental inquirers: but to have the for- 
tunes and the lives of millions of human creatures fubjected to 
the iflue of a daring experiment, is infinitely more horrible. 
There is in the compofition of man a fubjeét of torture beyond 
all comparifon more capable of acute fuffering than any thing 
belonging to inferior animals: it is the mind, which, in the 
violation of all juitice, all humanity, in the outrages commit- 
ted againft all natural feelings, or nat eftablifhed fentiments, 
experiences fuch pangs as nothing’can occafion where. there is 
not that ingredient. Putting out of the account the wounds 
and death that this atrocious experiment has occafioned, the 
torments of this kind which it has multiplied beyond all poffi- 
bility of calculation, and which its agents have urged and ag- 

ravated without a fingle particle of remorfe, fuffice to make 
us deprecate all fuch empiricifm, and liften with attention to 
the monitor, who kindly holds up this example as a warning 
tous. An experiment is certainly the proper light in which to 
confider the French Revolution; the theory was the do@rine 
of rights ; the refult of a full trial of it is in this pamphlet ably 
laid before us. | 

Mr. Young’s work is divided in the following manner: 


I. He confiders the prefent ftate of France under the heads 
of, 1. Government: 2. Perfonal Liberty: 3. Security of Pro- 
perty. 

II. The Caufes of her Evils, which are arranged under the 
divifions of, t. Perfonal Reprefentation: 2. The Rights of 
Man: 3. Equality. 


Then, having premifed a difcuffion of what has been pro- 
pofed as a reform in our parliament, and {hown that it is not a 
reftoration, but a total innovation in our conftitution, and leads 
dire&ly to perfonal reprefentation, he makes an application 
of the example of France to what he calls the, 1. Landed, 
2. Monied, 3.Commercial, and 4. Labouring Interefts of thefe 
Kingdoms, The remainder of the work is occupied in reflec« 
tions on the fubje&ts of militia and affociations. 

On all thefe topics, in their turn, Mr. Young offers fuch re- 
marks as imply a ftrong and accurate conception of the fubjedt, 
making fome o¢cafional appeals to our country by way of 
contra{t, befides the general application noted in the latter part, 

Under the 1ft article of Government the anarchy of France 
is very Clearly proved, from the open difregard paid to the Con- 
yention itfelf by the commons of Paris, the Jacobins, the mu- 

C3 nicipalities, 
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nicipalities, and fections ; and from the declarations of many 
members of the Convention, taken from the Moniteur. The 
Convention projected a decree of guards for themfelves, the 
48 feétions of Paris interfered, and, in the moft arrogant terms, 
declared, they would fuffer no fuch decree, On this fabjed Mr. 
Young obferves, | 


«‘ Here Paris exprefsly declares to the Convention, that their 
decrees were waite paper, till the people fanctioned them: fuch is 
perfonal reprefentation; an affembly is fo elected, and the people no 
fooner poffefs fuch reprefentatives than, intoxicated with power, they 
declare their deputies things of ftraw, and their. decrees null, tll 
fanétioned by the people themfelves! What a leffon to the friends 
of reform!” P. 11, 


The perfonal liberty or fecurity of France is difpatched, as our — 
author remarks, in few words: ‘ THERE IS NO SUCH THING. 
He gives proofs in the arbitrary modes of imprifonment 
and execution continually praétifed at Paris; and particularly 
remarks a decree of the Convention, ‘* That people arrefted 
‘* without warrant, or decree, fhould be removed into legal 
‘«¢ prifons after fifteen days, and then, on further inquiry, re- 
« leafed.” He adds, “ And it merits great attention, that 
‘« during this long period of the imprifonment of fo many un- 
‘« happy people, Paris was inceffantly convulfed, and every day 
‘* brought reafon to expeét, that imprifonment and flaughter 
** would prove fynonimous terms.” P. a1. 

The fecurity of property is happily illuftrated by the follow- 
ing fact: 


‘* Ina parifh in the Clermontois (Croté-le-Roy) the fteward of & 
gentleman refiding at a diftance, came to receive the rent of three 
confiderable farmers. He was told that the Convention had decreed 
equality, and that paying rent was the moft unequal thing in the 
world; for it was a man who did much to receive a little, paying to 
one, who receiving much, did-nothing at all. The fteward replied, 
that their joke might poflibly be good, but that he came not for wit 
but money ; and money he muft have: he was ordered inftantly to 
depart, or to ftay and be hanged. The proprietor demanded 
juftice, but in vain; the municipality was applied to: and the only 
refult was, that body (the veftry) ordering the farmers to yield up 
the land; they were taken poffeffion of by themfelves in depofit re- 
deemable for the nation ; and aétually divided in portions among 
the labouring poor, that is among themfelves.” P. 25. 


The following queftion is alfo very well worthy of the con- 
fideration of farmers: 


«« Let the farmers of this kingdom reprefent to themfelves a pic- 
ture of what their fituation would be, if their labourers, their fer- 
vants, 
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vants, and the paupers whom they fupport by poors-rates, were all 
armed, and, in fome meafure regimented, and in pofleflion of the 
veftry, voting not only the money to be raifed by rates but the divi- 
fion of it among themfelves: decreeing what the price of all the 
farmer's produéts fhould be ; what wages fhould be ‘2 to fervants, 
and what pay to labourers. Under fuch a fyftem of government, I 
beg to afk, what fecurity would remain for a fingle fhilling in the 
pockets of thofe who are at prefent in a ftate of eafe and affluence? 
And whether fuch a tyranny would not be worfe than that of the 
moft determined defpotifm at prefent in Europe?” P. 27. 


Perfonal reprefentation, the fyftem eftablifhed in France, and 
defired by our reformers here, is thus explained and condemned | 


by Mr. Young: 


«In any reprefentative government, if perfons only are repre- 
fented, that is to fay, if a man without a fhilling depotes equally with 


‘another who has property, and if men in the former fituation are 


ten times more numerous than thofe in the latter; and if the repre- 
fentatives fo chofen, fit for fo fhort a time as to vote truly the wills 
of their conftituents, it follows, by direét confequence, that all the 
property of the fociety is at the mercy of thofe who poflefs nothing ; 
and could theory have blundered fo ftupidly as to fuppofe for a mo- 
ment that attack and plunder would not follow power in fuch hands ; 
let it recur to France, for fa@, to prove what reafon ought to have 
forefeen.” P. 41. 


Perfonal reprefentation, it may be obferved, is a convenient 
term to denote the indifcriminate diffufion of the right of 
voting, which makes the reprefentatives depend upon the will 
of mere numbers. Its effeéts are thus further illuftrated : 


«¢ Perfonal reprefentation in cities muft be apt to fall into the hands 
of a few of the moft daring and profligate of the mob: of this we 
have an inftance, ftrangely vetmidcélile in the cafe of Paris; in that 
city there are about 150,000 voters, yet the numbers who have 
been. brought to vote have varied from 9,000 to 12,0003 it is, 
therefore, evident that the mafs of the inhabitants, finding they 
could not vote freely and in fafety, would not vote at all. Whata 
{atire is this on the univerfal fuffrage of the mob, who regulate the 
right of their neighbours voting, as they diftribute juftice—by the 
pike.” P. 47. 


Under the topic of the Rights of Man Mr. Young very pro~ 
perly adverts to the fate of that conftitution that was built on 
the declaration of them, obferving, that “* as if every para- 
** craph of the code had been formed only to be broken, practice 
‘has torn the whole into fritters, or trampled it under feet 
‘‘ with a contempt it never experienced in any other country.” 


P. 50. 
| C4 On 
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On the fubjeét of equality, the’ following paflage feems to 
contain an anfwer to thofe who would perfuade us that its 
meaning had been mifreprefented by the adverfaries of that 
doétrine here, ‘* The equal right of all citizens to egual laws, 
«* was declared in the firft conftiuution, the new equality of the 
« convention therefore means fomething more.” — Again: If 
‘* equality of rights were only.in contemplation, why call the 
‘* year 1792 the firlt year of equality? A clearer proof cannot be 
«« defired, that the equality of 1792 was not the equality of 
«© 1789; let the writers and fpeakers who affert the term in 
«* the two points to mean the fame thing, reconcile the abfur- 
‘¢ dity if they are able,” P. 50. 

To the fpecious plea of reformers, that they only wifh to 
njake the commons what they purport to be, the reprefentatives 
of the people, Mr. Young thus replies : 


«« I contend, in reply, that it is mere theory to fuppofe that the 
Houfe of Commons purports to be the reprefentatives of the people, 
if by reprefentation is meant choice. Being once chofen by the few, 
they reprefentthe many. ‘They purport to be nothing more than what 
they are ; and they are nothing more than this—Men fitting in a 
fenate, and forming a third branch of the legiflature, chofen by cer- 


tain bodies, who, by the conftitution, have the privilege of electing 
them.” P, 65. 


One chimerical notion feems to have infinuated itfelf into 
Mr. Young's mind at the time of compofing this tract, which 
is that of *a militia, rank and file, of property : 
in p. 99. This, if by it is meant an army compofed of men of 
Reopens, privates and all, feems not only impracticable, but not 
defirable. Better ties than the awe of arms mutt fecure pro- 
perty, or it will fall: and happily for us it is better fecured in 
this country. 

We cannot, however, take our leave of this author’s per- 
formance without commending the fpirit and ability with which 
he has offered to his country, not the pomp of eloquence, not 
the {port of words, but the plain and clear refult, drawn from 
experiment by obfervation and found reafon, 


The 2d edition of this publication contains feveral important 
auginentations judicioufly incorporated into the body of the 
work ; an addition of eleven pages on the Queftion of War: and 
an appendix of eighteen pages, chiefly intended to illuftrate the 
hiftorical fa@, that th e reprefentation of property, not of perfons, 
has been uniformly the object of our ih See neg in all periods. 

On the former fu ibject this paflage well deferves attention : 


¢* Had the French contented themfelves with the domeftic ar. 
rangements 
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rangements of their own government, what would have been our 
concern in their tranfaétions? None. Nothing either in policy or 
pretence. Whether their edifice were philofophical, atheiitical, or 
metaphyfical: whether their parliament affembled in one or. two 
houfes; whether they purfued the rights or wrongs of man, all were 
the fame to us; and accordingly our government, greatly to its 
honour, was a mere f{peétator, not an indifferent fpectator, but rather 
friendly than otherwife. But when the new revolution of the 1oth 
of Auguft brought other principles into play; when the republicans, 
who then mounted aloft in the ftorm of their own raifing, proclaimed 
principles direétly and hoftilely offenfive to the government of every 
country around them—and in effect declared war againft them, in 
the farnous decree of fupport to all rebels who withed for French 
Freedom ;—when thefe hoftile declarations were found to {pring 
from the victories that attended their arms: when they were accom- 
panied with the moft bufy, impudent, and intrufive interference in 
the parties and difcontents of thefe kingdoms, and that in a tone and 
manner equally infidious and dangerous: when all thefe circumftances 
combined to fill our government with the utmoft alarm, what epithet 
of condemnation ae have been adequate to their demerit had they 
aéted on any other plan than they purfued? It is not, war or no 
war? but war in 1793, or in 1796? War with an enemy power- 
fully attacked by others? or with the fame enemy after fhe have 
conquered others? fhall it be war in St. Domingo and Martinique, 
or in Ireland and Suffex?” P, 155. 


Mr. Young has apologized, in a fypplemental leaf, very fuf- 
ficiently, for the errata that occur in both editions. Several of 
the new readings propofed are indeed more properly correc- 
tions of his own text, than of any errors of the prefs. The 
ftyle would undoubtedly admit. of further improvements, in 
many parts; but the merit of the work depends not on ftyle ; 
its great characteriftics are vigour of thought, and {trong appli- 
cation of noyel reafonings and undoubted facts to the circum- 
{tances moft important to this country in the ftate of public 
affairs. For thefe it has been fought, and for thefe it will un- 
doubtedly continue to be fought, whether the ftyle receive or 
not a further polifh, at the author’s times of leifure. 





Art. VI. A Sermon prencees before the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, in the Abbey Church of St. Peter, Weftminfter, on 
Wednefday, Fanuary 30,.1793, being the Anniverfary of the 
Martyrdom of King Charles the Fir. With an Appendix con- 
cerning the political Principles of Calvin. By Samuel, Lord 
Bifoop of St. David's, Robfon. 4to. 39 pages. 1s. 6d. 


in muft have been forefeen by the learned Bifhop, that, when 
he wrote conftitutionally on the fubje& of the zoth of Janu- 
ary, he would fubjec himfelf to the fame fate as the —, 
ane itfel¢ 
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itfelf at prefent experiences, that of being cavilled at, attacked, 
and declared to have no merit even in matters indifferent, on 
account of the one crying fin of oppofing certain opinions. 
The Bifhop, however, we may refonably conclude, is willing 
to fuffer with the conftitution ; and, like that, we can venture 
to predict for him, is fure to rife fuperior to thefe efforts of 
difcontent. 

The arguments of thofe who would have every man his 
own governor, ftand upon this fuppofition, that abfolute liberty 
is natural to man:- and that every thing fubtraéted from that, 
ought to be taken with his confent, or not atall. But thefe 
arguers do not condefcend to take into the account the manifett 
intention of God, in the formation of man. If he be fo con- 
ftituted by nature that he cannot fubfift out of fociety, nor in it 
without government; if he be as the great Peripatetic teacher 
PrONOUNCes, worstixoy Cwov, maons pedstins, xas wasls aya Cw 
pxdaoy, all that is built upon the notion, that he is by nature 
fubject to no government, falls to the ground. If alfo, in the 
authentic hiftory of man, it appears that he was fo placed from 
the beginning, by the appointment of Providence, that what is 
idly. called a ftate of nature, never did, in fact, take place 
among his tribes; we can have little veneration for a theory 
which fuppofes that to be natural, which nature abhors, and the 
world has never feen. 

The latter part of the above argument is that taken up by the 
Bifhop ; he appeals to the records of fcripture for proof that 
man never did exift in what is called a ftate.of nature. Very 
juftly conceiving, that, if God had intended to have given any 
countenance to the fuppofed rights of abfolute independence, 
he would fo have placed man in the beginning as to have been 
capable of exercifing thofe rights. From the confideration of 
our true nature, and from the hiftory of the world, the Bifhop 
and others conclude, that it is the will of God that man fhould 
fubmit to government: from viewing an ideal phantom of na+ 
tural liberty, his opponents conclude, that he ought only to be 
governed by his own confent. Hence it is truly faid, in this 
difcourfe, that ‘ the principle of fubjection is not that princi- 
** ple of common honefty which binds a man to his own engage- 
‘* ments, much lefs that principle of political honefty which 
‘* binds the child to the anceftor’s engagements, but a con{ci- 
‘* entious fubmiffion to the will of God.” P. 7, 

Under this doétrine the wifdom and the juftice of atual com- 
pacts between the governors and governed is not denied, and the 
nature of that compact on which our own conftitution ftands is 
ably illuftrated. The mode by which the performance of that 
compact has been fecured jis explained in the following clear 
and luminous-pailage ; 7 


‘s Our 
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*s Our conftitution hath indeed effeétually fecured the monarch’s 
performance of his engagements: not by that clumfy contrivance of 
republican wit, the eftablifhment of a court of judicature, with au- 
thority to try his condué, and to punifh his delinquency; not by 
that coarfer expedient of modern levellers, a reference to the judg- 
ment and the fentence of the multitude—wife judgment! I ween, 
and righteous fentence! but by two peculiar provifions of a deep 
and fubtle policy ; the one, in the form; the other, in the principles 
of government; which, in their joint operation, render the tranf- 
greffion of the covenant, on the part of the monarch, little lefs than a 
moral impoflibility. ‘The one is the judicious partition of the legif- 
lative authority, between the king, and the two houfes of parliamenty 
the other, the refponfibility attaching upon the advifers and official 
fervants of the crown. By the firft, the nobles, and the reprefen- 
tatives of the commons, are feverally armed with a power of con- 
ftitutional refiftance, to oppofe to prerogative overftepping its juft 
bounds, by the exercife of their own rights and their own privileges : 
which power of the eftates of parliament, with the neceflity, takes 
away the pretence for any fpontaneous interference ef the private 
citizen, otherwife than by the ufe of the elective franchife, and of 
the right of petition for the redrefs of grievances. By the fecond, 
thofe, who might be willing to be the inftruments of defpotifm, are 
deterred by the dangers which await the fervice, Having thus ex- 
cluded all probability of the event of a fyftematic abufe of royal 
power, or a dangerous exorbitance of prerogative, our conftitution 
exempts her kings from the degrading neceflity of being accountable 
to the fubjeét. She inveits them with the high attribute of political 
impeccability. She declares, that wzong, in his public capacity, a 
king of Great Britain cannot do; and thus unites the moft perfec 
fecurity of the fubject’s liberty, with the moft abfolute inviolability 
of the facred perfon of the fovereign. 

«« Such is the Britifh conftitution. Its bafis, religion; its end, 
liberty: its principal means and fafe-guard of liberty, the majefty of 
the fovereign. In fupport of it, the king is not more interefted than 
the peafant.” P. 20. 


The pi@ure which follows, of the ftate of France, has been 
copied in various prints, and well deferves it ; we cannot, how- 
ever, deny ourfelves the pleafure of placing it here : it is, indeed, 
a tragic pleafure; but in that clafs the moft gsefined fenfations 
are comprifed : 


‘* The fame leffon is confirmed by the horrible example, which 
the prefent hour exhibits, in the unparalleled mifery of a neighbour- 
ing nation; once great in learning, arts and arms! Now torn by 
contending faétions! Her government demolifhed! Her altars 
overthrown! Her firft born defpoiled of their birth-right! Her 
nobles degraded! Her beft citizens exiled! Her riches, facred 
and profane, given up to the pillage of facrilege and rapine! Atheifts 
directing her councils! Defperadoes conducting her armies! Wars 
of unjuft and chimerical ambition confuming her youth! Her gra- 
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a Hay's Sermon before the Houfe of Commons. 


maries exhaufted! Her fields uncultivated! Famine threatning her 
multitudes! Her ftreets {warming with aflaffins, filled with violence, 
deluged with blood ! 

«Is the picture frightful? Is the mifery extreme? the guilt 
horrid? Alas, thefe things were but the prelude of the tragedy, 
Public juftice poifoned in 1s fource! profaned, in the abuie of its 
mof folemn forms, to the fouleft purpofes! A monarch deliberately 
murdered! A monarch—whole only crime it was, that he inherited 
a fceptre, the thirty-fecond of his illuftrious ftock,—butchered on a 
public fcaffold, after the mockery of arraignment, trial, fentence ! 
Butchered, without. the merciful formalities of the vileft malefactor’s 
execution! The fad’privilege of a laft farewel to the furrounding 

pulace refufed! Not the paufe of a moment allowed for devotion ! 
Eeematia interment denied to the corpfe! The royal widow’s 
anguith imbittered by the rigour of a clofe imprifonment ! with hope, 
he eg at no great — of releafe—of {uch releafe as hath been 
given to her Lord !” 


The appendix on Calvin is intended to deprive the levellers 
«¢ of the authority of Calvin’s name; to which, together with 
«« that of Luther, and of other celebrated reformers, fome 
«* among them have pretended,” 





Art. VII. A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houfe of 
Commons, at St. Margaret's, Wefiminfter, on Wednefday, 
‘Fanuary 30,1793, Sc. By the Rev. Thomas Hay, A. M, 
Chaplain to the Houfe of Commons. ' 4to. 1s. Walter. 


N this fenfible and ufeful difcourfe, the general principle of 
obedience prefcribed by the gofpel is firft noticed, then the 
abufe of Chriftianity by fanaticifm, to produce the contrary 
effects; as in the inftance of our own civil wars.s The peculiar 
call from prefent circumftances to a more folemn obfervance of 
the day, is then ftated, and the events of the time commemorat- 
ed, are fo examined as to fhow, that no one good end propofed 
was gained by thofe convulfions. We are reminded, that 
*«* found religion will ever ftrengthen our loyalty and genuine 
** patriotifm ;” that ‘* national punifhments are the appointed 
** confequence of national offences ;” and that we ought, in- 
ftead of being difcontented, to be thankful for the bleffings we 
enjoy. The caufes for that thankfulnefs are thus enumerated : 


«« The country in great profperity, and protected in the enjoyment 
of it: firm in its own ftrength, and powerful in its refources: our 
manufactures flourifhing, our commerce and navigation extended, 
and the public revenues increafed, beyond all example of former 
ages: the adminiftration of juftice fo pure and irreproachable, as to 
enfure to all ranks the fullett fecurity of their lives, their aor? 

an 
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| Prieftley's Letters. x 


and their characters: an eftablifhed religion encouraged and pro- 
teéted by law ; a freedom of religious opinions and religious worthip 
granted to perfons of all perfuations; and all thefe bletlings enjoyed 
under the authority of a fovereign, whofe private and public virtues 
have long and firmly eftablifhed him in the hearts and affeétions of 
his fubjects.” P. 17. 


In the above paflage it fhould have been property, properties 
in the plural are qualities, 





nn 


Art. VIII. Letters to the Philofophers and Politicians of 
France on the Subject of Religion. By Jafeph PricAley, LL. D. 
I. RLS. Se. 50 pages. Is. 


HE motive of this publication is honourable to the wri- 

ter.’ It is indeed a melancholy truth, that the modern 
philofophy and modern politics of I’rance abforb in one com- 
mon vortex of deftruction all that focial duty demands, and all . 
that morality reveres. Dr, Prieftley, in this refpec at leatt, 
feeing things as we do, has naturally taken alarm in the caufe 
of religion, and meritorioufly endeavoured to counteract the 
mifchievous effects of the poifon. 

We fhall be a little more particular on this occafion than the 
fize of the publication before us may feem to require, both be-_ 
caufe we think the matter it contains of the moft ferious im- 
portance, and becaufe, at this period, and on this fubjeét, any 
thing from the pen of Dr. Prieftley cannot fail to excite uni- 
verfal curiofity. “he Doétor’s pamphlet confitts of five letters. 
The firft, in a manly and argumentative ftyle, urges’ the ime 
portance of the objects which religion involves: the fecond is 
on the being of a God; the third on the attributes and provi- 
dence of God; the fourth on the evidence of the miracles per- 
formed in atteftation of the Jewifh and Chriftian religion, with 
cautions againit fuperficial reafoning on the fubject. ‘The laft 
letter feems to have little to do with the fubjeét prefixed, and 
is rather a Philippic again(t eftablifhments, and an eulogium on 
the virtue and wifdom of diffenters, than a vehicle of inftruc- 
tion and advice to the philofuphers and politicians of France, 

We repeat, that the motive of‘ this publication is entitled to 
re{pect and praife; and though, perhaps, it contains no novel’ 
arguments in vindication of the caufe of religion, we might 
have recommended it to the attention of all readers of all par- 
ties, if the author had not unneceflarily, and we think imperti- | 
nently, wandered from his fubje@. The following argument, 
in favour of miracles, is not perfectly new, but it is well urged, 
and, whether new or old, it merits ferious attention. 


- «© Again, 
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«* Again, the proof that fuch miracles have been wrought; is fuck : 
teftimony as cannot be denied without admitting ftill greater miracles, 
viz. that numbers of perfons, the beft qualified to judge of them, - 
and who had no motive to impofe upon others, atteft their reality. 1 
Since, to fuppofe that all thofe perfons were either deceived them- C 


felves, or concurred in a fcheme to impofe upon others, would be ul 
more evidently contrary to the known courfe of nature refpedctin t 
mankind (who we muft take for granted have been the fame in al t 
ages) than the reality of the miracles which they atteft; this, when h 
all the circumftances of the cafe are attentively confidered, being a v 
more manifeft violation of the eftablifhed laws of nature, than the w 


other, and for no rational end. ; 
«* For‘example, that the whole nation of the Jews, confifting at 


that time of fix hundred thoufand men, befides women and children, - 
fhould believe that, after feeing many miracles performed in Egypt, 7 
they all walked through the Red Sea, while the waters divided to & 
make them way ; that they all heard the diftiné articulate pronun- &° 
ciation of the ten commandments from mount Sinai; that after con- pr 
tinuing in the wildernefs forty years, during which they were wl 
witnefles of feveral other miracles, they all went through the river § an 
Jordan, as théy had through the Red Sea; that they fhould obferve to 
the Paflover, and other annual cuftoms, in commemoration of thofe wi 
events, and preferve among them to this day books containing a col 
diftin& narrative of thefe events, univerfally, and at all times, be- mi 
lieved to be written at the time while the events were recent, are ais 
facts of this nature.” | an 
«« Naturally,” fays the Do&tor, page 42, ‘* there can dbe.no anc 
¢* more connexion between religion and civil government, than cul 
** between philofophy, medicine, or any other branch of know- fior 
*¢ ledge and civil government.” But is this argument! Civil the 
government has neceflarily a regard to the outward demeanour phi 
of the citizen, which, whether it is peaceable or otherwife, mutt hoy 
be influenced by the moral feelings which religion infpires. rect 
Thus then it appears, that there does exift a natural connexion and 
betwixt religion and civil government. But what has medicine. fuac 
to do with the outward deportment of the citizen? or what has nor 
philofophy? unlefs, indeed, of fuch a kind as that which the the 


Gallic friends of Dr. Prieftley cultivate. We certainly think 
the laft letter of this work very feeble in point of argument, in- 
temperate as to its affertions, and furely very difputable in its 
conclufion. ‘The Doctor complains of the ingratitude of that 
country, which he has faithfully endeavoured to ferve. The 
comment on this unqualified aflertion, we leave to a majority 
of the Doétor’s countrymen, not to a majority of thefe philo- 
fophers and politicians of whom he fubfcribes himfelf the 
fellow citizen. 

It feems to have been the uniform defign of Dr. Prieftley 
to make converts to what he calls Chriftianity, by relinquifh- 
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ing every point which might offend the pride of philofophical 
reafoners; and he, therefore, reprefents the doctrines of the 
Trinity, vicarious fuffering, among others, as corruptions of 
Chriftianity. He confiders the facred writings as the produc- 
tions of pious uninfpired men, and the earlier parts of the hif- 
torical books as colleéted only from tradition, In his pregrefs 
to clear away objeétions by this. method, the ground on which 
he ftood has feemed to fink repeatedly from under him ; and it 
will be well if, in the end, he leaves himfelf a fingle point on 
which to reft his faith. i 

In his endeavours to recommend religion to the French 
nation, Dr. Prieftley thinks it neceflary to warn its legiflators 
againft the evil of eftablifhments, and exhorts them to fet a 
glorious example to the Chriftian world, by relieving civil 
government of ail concern about religion, and leave men to 
provide for it as they fhould think proper themfelves. In 
which cafe, doubtlefs, very ample provifion would be made, 
and a very refpectable miniftry fupported to preach the gofpel 
to the poor! He thinks it of little confequenée to fociety, 
whether men have any belief in a future ftate or not, as he 
conceives that care may be’ taken by good laws, and a wife ad- 
miniftration of them, to prevent their injuring one another; 
making, it feems, no account of the influence of that great 
religious doétrine in —s internal difpofitions to evil; 
and thus removing even the caule of crimes. It is not by cir- 
culating fuch opinions in contradiction to the natural conclu- 
fions of reafon, and the univerfal teftimony of experience, that 
the Doétor can render fervice to any country. ‘The /oi-difant 
philofophers of France will hardly thank him for advice which, 
however good it might be, they weuld think themfelves above 
receiving, being, in their own perfons, the great oracles of truth; 
and the inhabitants of England are not likely to be foon per- 
fuaded, that the man who has no dread of future punifhment, 
nor hope of future reward, can be made as good a fubject to 
the ftate, as he who adds thefe motives to all other reafons for 
right condu&. 
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Art. 1X. Remarks on the Speech of M. Dupont, made in the 
National Convention of France, on the Subjects of Religion and 
Publis Education. By Hannah More. 2Aicdit. Cadell. as, 6d. 


TH IS lady, who is defervedly celebrated among us, as well 
for the variety of her accomplifhments, as for the exem+ 
piary benevolence which characterizes her manners, and breathes 
l her writingsy now fteps forwards the champion of MBs 
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of virtue, and religion. The profligate and foolith fpeecti 
which gave rife to this publication, 1s fufficiently known; a 
fpeech which we are aftonifhed fhould excite applaufe, everi 
from avowed infidels. A mere empty declamation, without 
even the fubftance of argument ; an ill arranged jargon of high- 
founding words, which did not even pretend to any {cientific 
reafoning, or logical dedu€tiqn. Such, however, as it was, an 
anathema againft order, and againtt religion, it was, it feems, 
in the National Convention oF Senke not only tolerated, but, 
credite pofteri, extolled. Upon this vain effufion our country 
woman has condefcended to write remarks, in which, with con- 
‘fiderable force and ingenuity, fhe points out the advantages of 
an early fy{tematic education, having religion for its bafis, and 
eternity for its objeét. From this, by an eafy and natural tran- 
fition, fhe defcribes the bleflings of order which fuch an educa- 
tion mutt neceffarily introduce in a well-regulated community 3 
and exemplifies them by an excellent rensdlintation of the ftate 
and bappinefs of Englifhmen. 
In page 13, of her work, the writer obferves thus: “‘ That 
** defpotifm, prieftcraft, intolerance, and fuperftition, are ter- 
«« rible evils, no candid Chriftian, it is prefumed, will deny ; 
but, dleiled be God! though thefe mifchiefs are not yet en- 
‘ tirely banifhed from the face of the earth, they have fcarcely 
«« any exiftence in this country.” 

The fentence alfo which follows we f{ele& to adorn our work; 
as well for the elegance of its dition, as the noble fentiment 
which it inculcates : ‘* To guard againft a real danger, and to 
‘* cure actual abufes, of which the exiftence has been firft 
‘«* plainly proved, by the application of a fuitable remedy, re- 
¢* quires diligence as well as courage; obfervation as well as 
‘* genius ; patience and temperance, as well as zeal and {pirit. 


«© Tt requires the union of that clear head and found heart 


«« which conftitute the true patriot. But to conjure up fancied 
«« evils, or even greatly to aggravate real ones, and then to ex- 


«* hauft our labour in: combating them, is the charaéteriftic of 
«s a diftempered imagination, and an ungoverned fpirit.” 


This excellent pamphlet concludes in the following energetic; 
and, we may add, truly pious {train : 


*¢ The war which the French have declared againft us, is of a kind 
altogether unexampled in every refpect; infomuch that human wifdom 
is baffled when it would pretend to conjecture what may be the events 
But this at leaft we may fafely fay, that it is not fo much the force of 
French bayonets, as the contamination of French principles, that 
ought to excite our apprehenfions. We truft, that through the bleffing 
of God we fhall be defended from their open hoftilities, by the, tem- 
perate wifdom of our rulers, and the bravery of our fleets and — 
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but the domeftic danger arifing from licentious and irreligious princi- 
ples among ourfelves, can only be guarded againft by the perfonal care 
and vigilance of every one of us who values religion and the good 
order of fociety. : 

«« God grant that thofe who go forth to fight our battles, inftead of 
being intimidated by the number of their enemies, may bear in mind, 
that ** there is no reftraint with God to fave by 7 or by few.” 
And let the meaneft of us who remains at home remember alfo, that 
even he may contribute to the internal fafety of his country, by the 
integrity of his private life, and to the fuccefs of her defenders, by fol- 
lowing them with his fervent prayers. And in what war can the 
fincere Chriftian ever have ftronger inducements to pray for the fuccefs 
of his country, than in this? Without entering far into any political 
principles, the difuffion of which would be in a great meafure foreign 
to the defign of this little traét, it may be remarked, that the unchrif- 
tian principle of revenge is not our motive to this war; conqueft is 
not our object; nor have we had recourfe to hoftility, in order to effect 
a change in the internal government of France. ‘The prefent war is 
undoubtedly undertaken entirely on defentive principles.. It is in de~ 
fence of our king, our conftitution, our religion, our iaws, and con- 
fequently our /:derty, in the found and rational fenfe of that term. Ie 
is to defend ourfelves from the favage violence ‘of a crufade, made 
againft all religion, as well as all government. If ever therefore a war 
was undertaken on the ground of felf-defence and neceflity—if ever 
men might be literally faid to fight pro ARIS et focis, this feems to be 
the occafion. 

** The ambition of conquerors has been the fource of great and 
extenfive evils: religious fanaticifm, of ftill greater, But little asI am 
difpofed to become the apologift of either the one principle or the 
other, there is no extravagance in afferting, that they have feemed 
incapable of producing, even in ages, that extent of mifchief, that 
comprehenfive defolation, which philofophy, falfely fo called, has pro- 
duced in three years. 

“‘ Chriftians! it is not a {mall thing—vt és your life. The peftilence 
of irreligion which you deteft, will infinuate itfelf imperceptibly with 
thofe manners, phrafes, and principles which you admire and adopt. 
It is the humble wifdom of a Chriftian, to fhrink from the moft 
diftant approaches to fin, to abftain from the very appearance of evil. 
If we would fly frem the deadly contagion of Atheifm, let us fly 
from thofe feemingly remote, but not very indireét paths which lead 
toit. Let France chufe this day whom fhe will ferve; dwt, as for us 
and our boufes, we will ferve the Lord. 

“And, O gracious and long-fuffering God! before that awful 
period arrives, which fhall exhibit the dreadful effeéts of fuch an edu- 
cation as the French nation are inftituting; before a race of men can be 
trained up, not only without the knowledgc of THEE, but in the con. 
tempt of rHx moft holy law, do THOU, in great mercy, change the 
heart of this people as the heart of one man. Give them not finally 
over to their own corrupt imaginations, to their own heart’s lutts, 
But afier having made them a fearful example to all the nations of the 
earth, what a people can do, who have cait off the fear of rHe#, do 
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HOV gracioufly bring them back to a fenfe of that law which they 
have violated, and to a participation of ‘that mercy which they have 
abufed; fo that they may happily find, while the difcovery can be at- 
tended with confolation, that doubtle/s there is a reward for the righ- 
tous; verily, there is a God who judgeth the earth.” 


With fuch publications as this before us, The Britifh Critic 
will ever delight to be employed. It is ditated by the pureft {pi- 
rit, and direéted to the nobleft ends. Its fpirit is that of peace, 
piety, and aétive virtue ; its end is that of the moft difinterefted 
and amiable benevolence. The emoluments arifing from the fale 
of the work are confecrated to the relief of the French emigrant 
clergy; of 3000 pricits of a nation habitually our enemy, and 
of a religion lashed and hoftile to our own. 

We cannot difmifs this work without informing our readers 
of the following remarkable fac, at once evincing how widely 
the poifon, we Neve fo much caufe to deprecate, is fpread, and 
the fy{tematic mode by which it is circulated : — It is a certain 
truth, that, ‘* though the French are continually binding them- 
«* felves by oaths, they have not mentioned the name of Gop in 
‘** any oath which has been invented fince the Revolution. It 
‘¢ may alfo appear curious,” our author obferves, ‘‘ to the 
‘«¢ Englith reader, that though in almoft all the addrefles of 
** congratulation, which were fent by the affociated clubs from 
«* this country to the National Convention, the fuccefs of the 
«* French arms was, in part, afcribed to Divine Providence, yet 
** in none of the anfwers was the leaft notice ever taken of this. 
*© And to fhow how the fame f{pirit fpreads itfelf among every 
‘* defcription of men in France, their Admiral Latouche, after 
‘«« having defcribed the danger to which his fkill was expofed 
«ina ftorm, fays, ‘‘ We owe our exiftence to the tutelary 
‘«* genius which watches over the deftiny of the French Re- 
** public, and the defenders of liberty and equality.” 


-~ 





Art. X. 4 Syftematical View of the Laws of England, as 
treated of in a Courfe of Vinerian Leures read at Oxford, 
during a Series of Years, commencing in Michaelmas Term 1777. 
By Richard Wooddefon, D.C. L. Vinerian Profeffor, and 
Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, and Counfel to that Univer- 
fity. T. Payne. Vol. I. and If. in1792. Vol. IIL. in 1793. 
ros. 6d. each. 


wee 


T# E laft of thefe volumes is the only one which, from its 
date, happens t@ fall within-the period we.have prefcribed, 
to ourfelves for thé:¢ommencement of our #vations upon 


the literary produétions of our cotemporaries. But in fuch ~ 
work 
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work as this before us, which profeffes to be a fyftematical 
view of the whole body of Englith law, it was impoflible, 
without great injuftice to the learned author, to form an efti- 
mate of the latter part of his plan, without recurring to that 


’ which had preceded it. We have accordingly perufed the 


reater part of the two former volumes, and we are happy to 
eclare, that our time has not been mifemployed. 

To tread the fame ‘path, either as a profeffor, or as a com- 
mentator,: which the learned and elegant Blackftone had trod 
before, with fo much honour and applaufe, was not a work of 
the moft encouraging nature. And thouge Dr. Wooddefon 
probably does not himfelf*expe& to be ranked with his cr. 
ceffor, yet he certainly has, by the prefent production, afforded 
very honourable teftimony of the judgment and difcernment of 
thofe, who placed him in the Vinerian chair. 

The profeffor has claffed the whole of his fubje& under three 
general divifions. In the firft, he treats Of the Laws as refer- 
red to Perfons ; in the fecond, Of the Laws as referred to 
Things, or Property; and in the third, Of Adtions. 

The two firft of thefe are exa@tly upon the fame plan as the 
two firft volumes of Blackftone’s Commentaries; and the third 
divifion contains the fubftance of the 3d and 4th volumes of that 
work, We think his arrangement fufficiently judicious and me- 
thodical ; but we are inclined to complain of including under the 
general word Adtions, criminal profecutions, as well as civil fuits, 
or aétions. In {triétnefs the author may perhaps be right ; but the 
term has not been in general fo applied by lawyers in modern 
times: and in page 487, of the 2d volume, Dr. Wooddefon 
admits, that he has ufed the word in a {till larger fenfe than 
Sir Edward Coke; but gives no reafon for it. Even in com- 
mon parlance, when you {peak of criminal aéfions, no man was 
ever underf{tood to mean the profecution ofa crime, but the crime 
itfelf. We have remarked the more upon this, becaufe in all 
{ciences, and particularly in that of law, it is of the firft import- 
ance to adhere to known terms; and a departure from them 
without very fufficient caufe, particularly in academical letures, 
can only tend to introduce a confufion of ideas into the mind 
of the ftudent. 

_ But though our duty calls upon us to point out fuch flight 
imperfections as appear to us, it is with pleafure that we give 
our teftimony to the general learning and abilities of the author, 
1n the progrefs of a work, which has for its objeé& the whole 
fyftem of Englith jurifprudence, he muft be poffeffed of uncom-. 
mon powers who does not frequently err: but Dr. Wooddefon 
has, in this work, proved himfelf to be, not only a man. of 
great erudition, but deeply fkilled, even in the moft technical 
D 2 part 
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part of his profeffion. He has fo fubdivided his work, that 
he naturally and methodically embraces almoft every topic of 
legal and conttitutional knowledge. His two firft volumes may 
be profitably perufed by the (tudent, previoufly to his entering , 
upon Blackitone’s Commentaries ; and the third, of which we 
fhall prefently fpeak more particularly, may well be referved for 
maturer f{tudies. The ftyle of the work is fimple, perfpicuous, 
and well adapted to an elementary treatife upon a fubje& which 
does not, by its nature, admit many of the graces of language, 
or the ornaments of embellifhed diction. 

To fele& paflages merely technical from a law book, would 
afford no gratification to the man of letters, nor would it be pro- 
ductive of advantage to the profeffional man, who can be little 
improved by any detached and partial information. As there- 
fore the latter volume is more minutely technical than the 
two former, we fhall take the liberty of recurring to Vol. I. 
Le&. XIII. for a fpecimen of the author’s ftyle, in a paflage 
where we find the refearches of a fcholar, added to the opinion 
of a found Englifh lawyer, on a fubjeét of general intereft, the 
political neceflity of fupporting religion by law. The opinions 
of wife men in various ages, and the practice of various coun- 
tries, are, at leaft, illuftrative of the unbiafled conclufions of 
reafon, concerning the neceflities of human fociety ; which, in 
many bold arid novel fpeculations of the prefent day, are alto- 
gether difregarded : 


«« We are naturally led to give fome attention to the laws, which 
eftablifh and maintain the national religion: fuch laws have in moft 
countries been efteemed a principal object of legiflation. The 
inftitution of a priefthood, and of divine worfhip, is treated by 
Ariftotle as the firft political concern, and neceflary to the very 
exiftence of a ftate. The fame philofopher direéts that the minifters 
of facred rites fhould be fele&ted, not from hufbandmen, or 
artificers, but from thofe whofe years and former exploits intitle 
them to a life of dignified repofe. This is plainly with a view of 
inculcating that reverence and authority, which the perfons and 
functions of the priefthood, even among. Pagans, were thought fo 
juftly intitled to, and which we find univerfally paid them, as 
derived originally from Divine right, and fubfequently avowed by 
legal inftitutions. In that city particularly where the author I have 
cited flourifhed, it is obfervable, that the archon, who had the caré 
of religion, retained the name of king, as a fymbol of his power and 
his rank, in the moft abfolute ftate of democratic freedom. Amid 
the concurrent teftimony of political and philofophical writers, the 
fentiments of Plutarch on this fubje€&t are too remarkable to be 
omitted. After reciting, that the firft and the greateft care of the 
ancient legiflators of Rome, Athens, Lacedemon, and Greece in 
general, was, by inftituting folemn fupplications and forms of oaths, 
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to infpire men witha fenfe of the favour or difpleafure of heaven, 
that learned hiftorian declares, that we may meet with towns unfor- 
tified, illiterate, without the conveniencies of habitation or the like, 
but a people wholly without religion, no traveller hath yet feen : 
and a city might as well be ere¢ted in the air, as a ftate be made to 
unite, where no divine worfhip is attended to: religion, therefore, 
he terms the cement of civil union, and the effential fupport of 
legiflation. That without this as principle the ends of 
overnment could never be effected; and that by this they are mott 
ucce(sfully promoted, is too obvious to require elucidation. I hall 
only remark, that as it is the magnet civil wifdom to prevent, rather 
than punifh, crimes, fo the molt eligible mode of prevention is by 
iving every legal help and furtherance to the caufe of religion. 
Bther means may alarm fear, abate temptation, fruftrate opportunity, 
or refift the power of doing evil; but this is to eradicate the incli- 
nation of being criminal; this is, at the fame time, beft to confule 
the intereft of the private individual, and of the whole community. 
Befides the regular eftablifhment of divine worfhip aceording to law, 
great zeal has been fhewn in moft countries to keep the national 
ceremonies free from innovation, Dr. Bentley recounts many inftan- 
ces of perfecutions in vindication of the heathenifh idolatries ; a rage 
not to be juftified even in the caufe of truth, but which proves the 
concern of the ftate in maintaining the religious ordinances. The 
Epicureans, whofe tenets were fubverfive of all piety and devotion, 
were expelled out of many cities: and the Romans frequently for- 
bade ftrange religions and foreign rites, that had crept into their 
eities, and banifhed the authors of them. No nation, whofe hiftory 
we are acquainted with, hath been neglectful of inftituting, or of 
vindicating, this important part of polity, this invigorating principle 
of government, peace, rm order. To fo general concurrence of 
diftant periods and countries, we may add, with applaufe and fatif- 
faétion, the example of the Englifh laws: which, in their différent 
ages, have been diligently attentive to advancing the profperity of 
the national church, and checking the growth of irreligion. If we 
look into remote times, we find thefe maxims, that Chriftianity is 
part of the law, of England; that nothing is confonant to the law of En- 
gland, which is contrary to the law divine; and that fumma éft ratio, 
que pro religione facit, of indefinite antiquity and obligation in this 
realm. Thefe legal apophthegms,: deriving their force from univer- 
fal and immemorial reception, have perhaps a more venerable autho- 
rity than any written ediéts; as the rivers, which adorn and fertilize 
a country, convey a more auguft appearance, when we neither 
difcern their fprings, nor trace the exact limits of their courfe.” 


Towards the end of the le&ture, from which this extra& is 
taken, the profeffor feems to have been guilty of an overfight : 
for, in page 362 of volume the firlt, he fays, ‘* By what is 
‘* ftyled The Corporation A@, all magiftrates of cities and 
‘‘ boroughs, and, by the Teft AQ, -all officers, civil and mili- 
‘* tary, were obliged, under fevere penalties, to receive the fa- 
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‘¢ crament according to the rites of the church of England, 
** This provifion, in refpec? to corporation magiftrates, is indeed 
‘* fince repealed.” ‘To prove that it is repealed, the ftatute of 
the 5 Geo, 1. ch. 6, is quoted. That ftatute, however, only 
repeals fo much of the ftatute of Charles the Second, as requires 
members of corporations to take a certain oath therein named, 
again(t the lawfulnefs of taking arms againft the king, and alfo 
to make a declaration againft the foiemn league and covenant, 
It likewife indemnifies thofe who had omitted to receive the 
facrament, as the f{tatute of Charles the Second direéts: and de- 
clares, that no corporate officer fhall, in future, be removed for 
fuch omiffion, unlefs fuch perfon be removed, or the profecu- 
tion commenced again{t him, within fix months after his elec- 
tion. 

Since writing this laft obfervation, we, however, met with 
a note in the §40th page of the 2d volume, where Dr. Wood- 
defon himfelf takes notice of this miftake in his firft volume ; 
and explains it in the manner we have done. Notwithftandin 
this, the obfervation has not been expunged here ; becaufe, the 
error being in the text of the work, and the correétion in a dif- 
tant note, thofe who have taken notice of the one, may poflibly 
overlook the other. , 

Another overfight of the author's it is material to mention ; 
In page 118 of the third volume, note (f), the ftatute of the 
25 os 3 ch. 44. which requires the names of the perfons 
really intere{ted, or their agent, to be inferted in policies of in- 
furance, is mentioned as an exifting law: whereas that ftatute 
was repealed by the 28 Geo. 3. ch. 56. and fome new provi- 
fions made, leaying the law, with fome trifling alterations, 
much the fame as before the former ftatute paffed. 

The third volume of thefe leétures does not at all difgrace 
thofe which had gone before it. In this part of his undertaking, 
the author treats of real, mixed, and perfonal aétions; and, 
from this divifion, a lawyer will obferve, that an opportunity 
is afforded of confidering every means by which a plaintiff may 
feek redrefs ; and alfo every mode of defence, which a defen- 
dant can adopt in a court of law, ‘The author, in the le&tures 
appropriated to this fubject, has fhown much knowledge in the 
fcience of pleading, and much more aquaintance with the prac- 
tice of a court of law, than could have been expected from a 
gentleman, who, as we underftand, has himfelf chiefly attended 
the Chancery bar. After treating of the various kinds of ac- 
tions, Dr. Wooddefon proceeds to the rules of evidence, whether 
parol, or written ; and his manner of difcuffing this fubje& is 
extremely well adapted for thofe to whom the le€tures were ad- 
dreffed, at the fame time that they may be read with pleafure, 
and poflibly with advantage, by the more experienced lawyer. 
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The fix laft leGtures are confined to the practical proceedings — 
in courts of equity; to injunction caufes; to the performance, 
or refcinding of agreements; of teftamentary caufes; and of 
fuits concerning legacies: thefe various topics are commented 
upon with much clearnefs, and with much profeffional know- 
ledge. 

Gip00 the whole, we have received, great fatisfa€tion from 
the perufal of thefe volumes: and of this laft we can only re- 
mark, that it may, and ought to be perufed by every ftudent, 
as a good introduétion to the labours of a fpecial pleader’s, or 
draftfman’s office; but we are inclined to think, that thefe 
fubjeéts are rather more minutely treated than was neceffary for 
the purpofes of academical le¢tures. 





—_ nee 


Art. XI. The Natural Hiftory of Birds. From the French of 
the Count de Buffon. Illuftrated with Engravings: And a 
Preface, Notes, and Additions, by the ee inrg 9 vols. 8vo. 
gl. 12s. Strahan and Cadell, and J, Murray. 


TH E Natural Hiftory of the Count de Buffon may be confi- 

dered as one of the moft pleafing productions of the prefent 
century. Its general merit is well known ; and though occa- 
fionally blemifhed by idle and unwarrantable objeétions to the 
works of more fyf{tematic naturalifts, and by frivolous criticifms 
on the moft refpeétable writers, it has ftill the power, in fpite 
of the too diffufive and flowery ftyle in which the author de- 
lighted to deliver his fentiments, of amufing and inftructing in 
no common degree, 

A tranflation of the Hiftory of Quadrupeds has been given 
by Mr. Smellie; and the prefent tranflation of the Hiftory of 
Birds completes the zoological part of the labours of the learned 
Count. 

Of the plan purfued in the prefent edition, the tranflator thus 
fpeaks ; 


‘* In tranflating this work, I have ftudied to transfufe the fpirit of 
the author into our language. I was aware of the tendency to adopt 
foreign idioms, and I was folicitous to avoid that cenfure. How far 
I have fucceeded, the public will judge. Zoological defcriptions 
aim not only at perfpicuity, but require the moft minute accuracy; . 
in fuch parts, therefore, where the fubje& affumes a loftier tone, I 
have ftuck clofe to the original. I have endeavoured to obferve a 
correfponding elevation of ftyle. ‘There are fome fprightly turns in 
the French which the mafcyline character of our language will not 
admit; but thefe inferior beauties are amply compenfated by the 
Rrength and dignity of its Bas The philofophy likewife ad 
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that ingenious people has a certain diffufe fuperficial caft, not alto. 
gether fuited to the manly fenfe of the Britith nation. The tranfla- 
tor fhould have a regard to the ftate of his countrymen whom he 
addreffes; and, on proper occafions, he may, with advantage, be 
permitted to abridge and condenfe.” 


As a {pecimen of the tranflation itfelf, we fhall extract one or 
two interefting articles : | 
' ‘© THE WOODPECKERS, 


«© Thofe animals alone, which live upon the fruits of the earth, 
join in fociety. Nature entertains them with a perpetual banquet, 
and abundance begets thofe gentle peaceful difpofitions which are fit- 
ted for focial intercourfe. Other animals are conftantly engaged 
in the purfuit of prey ; urged by want, reftrained by apprehenfions of 
danger, they depend for fubfiitence on the vigour of their own exer- 
tions: they have fcarce time to fatisfy their immediate defires, and 
no leifure to cherifh the benevolent affections. Such is the folitary 
condition of all the carnivorous birds, except a few cowardly tribes 
which prowl on putrid carrion, and rather combine like robbers, than 
unite as friends. 

«¢ And of all the birds which earn their fubfiftence by fpoil, none 
leads a life fo laborious and fo painful as the woodpecker. Nature 
has condemned it to inceffant toil and flavery. While others freely 
employ their courage or addrefs, and either thoot on rapid wing, or 
lurk in clofe ambufh ; the woodpecker is conftrained to drag out an 
infipid exiftence in boring the bark and hard fibres of trees, to ex- 
tract its humble prey. Neceflity never fuffers any intermiffion of its 
labours ; never grants an interval of found repofe: often, during the 
night, it fleeps in the fame painful pofture as in the fatigues of the 
day. Itnever fhares the cheerful {ports of the other inhabitants of 
the air: it joins not their vocal concerts, and its wild cries, and fad- 
dening tones, while they difturb the filence of the foreft, exprefs con- 
ftraint and effort. Its movements are quick; its geftures full of in- 
guietude ; its looks coarfe and vulgar ; it fhuns all fociety, even that 
of its own kind ; and when it is prompted by luft to feek a compa- 
nion, its appetite is not foftened by delicacy of feeling. 

«« Such is the narrow and grofs inftinét fuited to a mean and gloomy 
life. The organs with which the woodpecker is furnifhed, correfpond 
to its deflination. Four thick nervous toes, two turned forwards, 
and two backwards, the one refembling a fpur, being longeft and 
ftoutelt ; all of them armed with thick hooked nails, and conneéted 
to avery fhort and extremely mufcular foot, enabled the bird to cling 
firmly, and to creep in all dire€tions on the trunks of trees. Its bill 
is edged, ftraight, wedge-fhaped, fquare at the bafe, channelled 
long-wife, flat, and cut vertical at its tip, like a chifel: this is the 
inftrument with which it pierces the bark, and bores into the wood, 
to extract the infects, or their eggs. The fubftance of the bill is 
hard and folid, and rifes out of the cranium, which is very thick. 
Powerful mufcles a¢t upon its fhort neck, and direét its inceflant 
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darts its long tongue, which is tapered and round like an earth-worm, 
and tipt with a hard bony point, like a needle. Its tail confiits of 
ten ftiff quills, bent inwards, truncated at the ends, befet with hard 
briftles ; and this often ferves it as a reft, while employed in a con- 
ftrained, and often inverted, pofture. It breeds in the cavities which 
it has in part formed itfelf; the progeny iffue from the heart of the 
tree, and, though furnifhed with wings, they are almoft confined to 
the verge of its circumference, and condemned to tread the dull 
round of life. 

«« The genus of the woodpecker contains a great number of 
fpecies, which differ in fize and in colours: The largeft is equal in 
bulk to the crow; and the {malleft exceeds not the titmoufe. But 
few individuals are included in each f{pecies; which muft ever be 
the cafe where a laborious courfe of life checks multiplication. Yet 
nature has placed woodpeckers in all countries where fhe has planted 
trees, and in greater plenty in the warm climates. There are only 
twelve fpecies in Europe, and in the arétic regions; but we ma 
reckon twenty-feven from the hot countries of America, of Africa, 
and of Afia. And thus, though we have confiderably abridged the 
number, thirty-nine fpecies ftill remain; fixteen of which were hi- 
therto unknown.—We may obferve, in general, that the woodpeckers 
of either continent differ from other birds in the fhape of the feathers 
of the tail, which terminate in a point more or lefs fharp. 3 

«The three fpecies of woodpeckers known in Europe are rhe 
grecn, the black, and the variegated. Thefe have no varieties in our 
climates, and would feem to have migrated from the parent families 
in both continents. After thefe European ones, we fhall range the 
foreign woodpeckers akin to them.” Vol. iii. p.1, &c. 


‘* THE KAMICHI. 


«« Nature is not to be ftudied in the cultivated fields, that fmile 
under the forming hand of induftry. We muft vifit the burning 
fands of the tropical regions, and the eternal ice of the pole; we 
muft defcend from the fummits of mountains into the bed of the 
ocean ; and we muft compare remote wilds and deferts: and fuch 
magnificent contrafts confer additional fublimity on the fcenes of the 
univerfe. We have formerly painted the arid plains of Arabia 
Petrea; thofe naked folitudes, where man has never tafted the 
coolnefs of the fhade, where the fcorched earth, never refrefhed by 
rain or dew, refts torpid, and denies all fubfiftence to every {pecies of 
being. To this picture of extreme drynefs in the Ancient Conti- 
nent, let us oppofe the vaft deluged Savannas of the New World. 
Immenfe rivers, fuch as the Amazons, the Plata, the Oronoco, roll 
their majeftic billowy ftreams, and {welling over their banks with 
unchecked licence, rhey threaten to ufurp the whole of the land, 
Sheets of ftagnant water, widely fpread, cover their flimy fediment, 
and thefe vaft marfhes exhale denfe fickly vapours, which would 
poifon the air, were they not difperfed by the winds, or precipitat- 
ed in defcending torrents. And thefe meadows, which are alternately 
dry and wet, where the earth and the water feem to difpute their un- 
decided limits, are inhabited only by loathfome animals which mul- 
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tiply in thefe fewers of nature, where every thing exhibits the image 
of the monftrous depofitions of the primeval fediment. Enormous 
ferpents trace their waving furrows on the miry foil; crocodiles, 
toads, lizards, and a thoufand reptiles of hideous form crawl and 
welter in the mud; and millions of infects, engendered by warmth 
and moifture, heave up the flime. And this fordid affemblage of 
creatures, which quickens the ground, and darkens the fky, invites 
numerous flocks of voracious birds, whofe confufed notes, mingled 
with the croakings of the reptiles, while they difturb the vatt filence 
of thofe frightful wilds, infpire horror, and feem to prohibit the ap- 
roach of man, and of every fentient being. 

** Amidft the difcordant founds of the {creaming birds and croak- 
ing reptiles, there is heard at intervals a powerful note, which 
drowns the reft, and rebellows from the diftant fhores: it is the cry 
of the Kamichi, a large black bird, diftinguithed by its voice and its 
armour. Qn each wing, it has two ftrong {purs, and on its head a 
pointed horn three or four inches long, and two or three lines in 
diameter at the bafe; this horn, which is inferted in the top of the 
forehead, rifes ftraight, and terminates in a fharp point bent fome- 
what forward ; near the bafe it is fheathed like the quill of a feather, 
We fhall afterwards {peak of the fpurs on the fhoulders of certain 
birds, fuch as the Jacanas, many {pecies of Plovers, Lapwings, &c. 
but the Kamichi is by far the beft armed: for befides the horn 
which grows out of the head, it has in each pinion two fpurs, which 
project forward when the wing is clofed. Thefe fpurs are the 
apophyfes of the metacarpal bone, and rife from the anterior part of 
thefe extremities ; the upper {pur is largeft, of a triangular form, twa 
inches long, and nine lines broad at the bafe, fomewhat curved, and 
terminating in a point; it is alfo invefted with a fheath of the fame 
fubftance as the bafe of the horn. ‘The lower apophyfis of the meta. 
carpal! bone is only four lines long, of the fame breadth at its origin, 
and fimilarly fheathed.” Vol. ni. p. 323, 


The remainder of this article is either dubious in point of 
fact, or occupied in minute defcription. 


‘* THE WATER RAIL. SECOND SPECIES. 


«« The water rail runs befide ftagnate water as {wiftly as the land 
rail through the fields. It alfo lurks conftantly among the tall herbs 
and rufhes. It never comes out but to crofs the water by fwimming 
or running ; for it often trips nimbly along the broad leaves of the 
water-lily which cover pools. It makes imall tracks over the tall 
grafs; and as it always keeps the fame paths, it may be eafily 
caught by noofes fet in them. Formerly, the {parrow-hawk or 
falcon was flown at it; and in that fport the greateft difficulty was to 
fet [ put] up the bird, for it fluck to its concealment with the obftinacy 
of the land rail. It caufes the fame trouble to the fportfman, raifes 
the fame impatience in the dog, which it mifleads and diftraéts, and 

rotaéts as long as poffible its fpringing. It is nearly as large as 
the land rail, but its bill is longer, and reddifh at the point; its feet 
are of a dull red: Ray fays, that in fome fpecies thefe are yellow, 


and that this difference may proceed from the fex. The a 
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fides are ftriped acrofs with whitifh bars on a blackifh ground: the 
colours are difpofed the fame as in all the rails: the throat, the 
breait, the ftomach, are of a fine flate-grey ; the upper furface is of 
an olive brown rufous, 

«« Water rails are feen near the perennial fountains during the 
greateft part of the winter; yet, like the land rails, they have their 
regular migrations. ‘They pafs Malta in the {pring and autumn, 
The Vifcount de Querhogént faw fome fifty Jeagues off tne coats of 
Portugal on the 17th of April; they were fo fatigued that they fuf- 
fered themfelves to be caught by the hand, Gmelin found thefe 
birds in the countries watered by the Don. Belon calls them dlack 
rails, and fays they are every where known, and that the f{pecies is 
more numerous than the red rail or land rail. 

‘© The fleth of the water rail is not fo delicate as that of the 
land rail, and has even'a marfhy tafte, nearly like that of the galli- 
nule.” Vol. viii. p. 144. 

From thefe examples our readers will perceive, that this 
tranflation may be regarded as a produétion of no inconfider- 
able utility and elegance. A few occafional inftances of care- 
leffnefs might perhaps be adduced; and fome errors in the 
tranflation ; but they are not fuch as to detra&t, in any confi- 
derable degree, from the pees merit of the work. One 
miftake, however, of confequence (owing probably to hatte) 
we think it right to particularize ; as it might eafily miflead 
uninformed readers in no fmall degree, viz. In fpeaking of the 
extraordinary powers of the nightingale, and the long duration 
of its fong, the tranflator fays, * That it can continue its mufic 
without intermiflion for the {pace of twenty minutes,” (inttead 
of feconds, as in the original. ) 

We mutt alfo object to the method which the tranflator has 
made ufe of in rendering literally into Englifh the French titles 
of feveral birds ; a practice highly unpleafing to an Englith ear. 
Thus the fpecies of Falco, for inftance, which the French call 
Fean le blanc, is tranflated the White Fobn: the hen-harrier, by 
the French called L’oifeau Saint Martin, is named the bird Saint 
Martin, | 

Several of the French names are alfo retained, which might 
have appeared to greater advantage in an Englifh interpretation. 
Thus ¢he Fapan peacock is scsi the fpicifere; the bare-necked 
crow, the colnud, &c. &c, 

It fhould be added, that this tranflation is accompanied with 
feveral ufeful notes and occafional obfervations colleéted from 
the works of later ornithologifts, as well as by thofe of the 
tranilator himfelf ; of whofe care in this refpe&t the following 
may ferve as a fpecimen: 


*“* We are forry to remark, that the tranflation which the. Count 
de Buffon here gives is exceedingly inaccurate. S¢e/guiuncia is ren- 
dered 
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dered half an inch, &c. We have therefore altered it in fome 
places; but, as the laft fentence is that from which our ingenious 
author draws his conclufion, we have preferved it as it ftood in the 
text. We fhall now compare it with the original: ‘* Calao, (fays 
Camel,) Gentiles fuperititiofe colunt et obfervant, fabulantur cum 
Grue Tipu feu Tihol paétaffe, ut hec paluftribus, Calao fylvofis, con. 
tenta viverent; hinc Tipol fi ligno quocunque infederit in pcenam tranf- 
a foederis fefe loco movere non valere, e contra Calao fi aquofis et 
1umilibus.”” ‘That is, the idolatrous Indians have a fuperftitious ve- 
neration for the calao, and relate, that it has entered into a compact 
with the crane that it fhould live contented with its marfhes, and 


the calao with its woods; thence the crane, if it perch on a tree, 


cannot ftir from the fpot, as a punifhment for infringing the treaty; 
and on the other hand, the calao incurs the fame punifhment, if it 
alights in the low fens.” 


Under the article Puffin we find a judicious note, calculated 
to put the reader on his guard againft the dangers of the Count 
de Buffon’s fyftem: ~ 


«« It is proper to put the reader on his guard againf this fpecious 
fort of declamation, in which the materialilts have fo much indulged. 
If an animal were direéted by its organization to follow its particular 
mode of life, it muft be fuppofed to make trial of every poffible fitu- 
ation, and to adopt that which, on due experience, is found to be the 
beft fuited to its nature. But this hypothefis is completely abfurd. 
Prior to all refle€tion, inftinét leads irrefiftibly to a certain courfe of 
aétion, to which the corporeal ftruéture is in general admirably 
adapted.”” Vol. ix. p, 305. 

The execution of the plates (which are fufficiently bad in 
the original) is fuch as to convey no additional value on this 
otherwife refpeétable work. Many of them, indeed, are fo 
very indifferent, that it is rather to be wifhed they had been 
entirely banifhed. 

The work is concluded by an ufeful appendix, containing a 
lift of birds omitted by the Count de Buffon, which appears to 
be carefully collected trom other naturalifts. 





Art. XII. The Hiftory ra Spain, from the Eftablifoment of the 
Colony of Gades by the Phoenicians, to the Death of Ferdinand, 
furnamed the Sage. By the Author of the Hiftary of France. 
3vols. 8vo. about 1300 pages. al. 1s. Kearfleys. 


A Superficial tafte for literature and knowledge diftinguifhes 
the prefent age. Many expedients are adopted to fave the 
trouble of thinking, and to facilitate the accefs to general know- 
ledge ; but the knowledge which is eafily attained, is as eafily 
forgotten ; 
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The Hiftory of Spain. 45 
forgotten ; the mind is amufed rather than improved, and is 
neither enlarged nor {trengthened by the clufters of evanefcent 
images, which have rapidly pafled before it. 

In this hiftory a period of more than 2000 years, the account 
of more than 80 kings, and of one of the molt diftinguifhed 
kingdoms in Europe, is contracted within the compafs of 
three modern volumes. 

A defeé&t of greater magnitude is the want of authorities: in 
the beginning is given a lift of authors confulted, but no refe- 
rences in the work. No writer can juftly expec that his mere 
afiertion fhould be admitted as proof, if he can produce better 
evidence ; and what credit is due to the affertion of an anony- 
mous author? Such a method of writing hiftory indulges vanity 
and indolence; the writer may take lefs pains, and yet affume 
more importance than a more accurate hiftorian ; mifreprefen- 
tation may eafily efcape detection amid{t fuch vague and gene- 
ral references: fuch a method is not calculated to improve the 
mind, or to advance the caufe of hiftoric truth. 

This writer feems to have taken Mr. Gibbon for his model, 
as to his ftyle and manner. ‘The more he copies fuch an ex- 
ample, the more he will lofe fight of plainnefs and fimplicity ; 
affected antithefes, epigrammatic turns, and airs of philofophi- 
cal refearch, will distigute the inftructive page of hiftory. 

In fuch an abridgment we can only expe& a general account ; 
the complex caufes of great events, and the nicer difcriminations 
of the human character, are not to be found ; the ftage is too 
crouded, and the actors pafs away in too rapid a fuccetlion. 

Although we cannot fully approve of this writer as an original 
hiftorian, yet, on the whole, he has performed his tafk well as 
a general compiler. They who have not leifure or inclination 
to read larger works, or who do not feel themfelves greatly in- 
tere(ted in the events of another kingdom, may be fafficientiy 
gratified by the perufal of this hiftory. 

As a fpecimen of the ftyle and manner, we fhall give the ac- 
count of the entrance of Ferdinand into Granada, and the de- 
{cription of the Alhambra: 


‘If humanity could not influence Ferdinand, policy at leaft 
pe him to alleviate the diftrefs of a people who were fo fpeedi- 
y to become his fubjeéts ; and no fooner were the hoftages delivered, 
than plenty was poured into the famifhed city; relieved from the 
immediate terror of a flow and painful death, the concern cf the 
Moors revived for the honour of their nation and the fanétity of 
their faith. A wild enthufiaft rekindled the rage of the multitude ; 
his voice was heard through the ftreets denouncing the indignation 
of Mahomet, and menacing with the flames of hell thofe who impi- 
oufly treated with the followers of Chrift ; a motley group of twenty 
thoufand 
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46 The Hiftory of Spain. 


thoufand fanatics obeyed his fummons, and befieged the gates of the 
Alhambra; Abdalla could no longer command, and the frantic in- 
furgents derided his intreaties; but they trembled at the menace of 
Ferdinand; the king of Spain threatened to intercept all further 
fupplies, and to avenge on the hoftages their guilt. They were 
awakened by the ftern admonition to a fenfe of their forlorn condi- 
tion; the laft murmar of refiftance expired, and they fubmitted to 
the will of their conqueror. 

«© It was on the fecond day of January, in the year fourteen 
hundred and ninety-two, that Ferdinand and Ifabella entered in tni- 
umph the proftrate city of Granada; as they advanced towards the 
Alhambra they were met by Abdalla, accompanied by fifty horfe ; 
the Moorith prince alighted from his courfer, [and] pronounced with 
a dejected countenance and tremulous voice the degrading words, 
«« We are your flaves, invincible monarch ;. we deliver up this city 
«¢ and kingdom to your clemency and moderation ;”” he would have 
fallen at the feet of his lord and mafter, but he was prevented by 
Ferdinand, whofe fpirit was neither moved by adulation, nor ca- 
pable of generofity ; he promifed the royal fuppliant a fafe retreat, 
and an income adequate to his dignity; but Abdalla could not 
forget he had once been a king; the prefence of the victor muft have 
been irkfome to him; he folicited and obtained leave to retire to 
Africa. As from a neighbouring hill he caft a laft look on his palace 
and capital, a torrent of tears proclaimed the anguith of his foul; his: 
grief was reproved by the indignant reply of his mother the fultae 
nefs Ayza, ‘* Thou doft well to weep like a woman for that kingdom 
«* which thou kneweft not how to die for like a man.” 

«« The inmott receffes and glories of the Alhambra were thrown open 
to the eyes of Ferdinand ; as in the pride of victory he paffed through 
the gates of judgment, the Chriftian chief might have been inftruéted 
by the humble piety of the Muffulman; and the frequent infcription on 
the walls, there is no conqueror but God, might have checked the in- 
folence of profperity ; but the moment of fuccefs is feldom propiti- 
ous to admonition ; and it is not probable that the inftability of his 
own fortune, and the fallen ftate of Abdalla, recurred to the mind of 
the victor, while he gazed on thofe wonders which have refifled the 
rage of time, and {till command the admiration of the traveller. 

‘« The exterior of the Alhambra prefents a rough and irregular pile 
af buildings, which forms a ftriking contraft to the order and ele- 
gance within. ‘Through a fimple and narrow gate, the f{pectator is 
conduéted to a feries of beauties which almoft realize the fabulous 
Tales of the Genii. The bath, the firft objeét which ftrikes his fight, 
confiits of an oblong {quare, with a deep bafon of clear water in the 
middle ; two flights of marble fteps leading down to the bottom; on 
each fide a parterre of flowers, and a row of orange trees. The 
court is incircled with a periftile paved with marble; the arches bear 
upon very flight pulars, in proportions and ftyle different from all the 
regular orders of architecture. The ceilings and walls are incruf- 
tated with fret work in ftucco, fo minute and intricate, that the moft 
patient draftiman would find it difficult to follow it, unlefs he made 
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The Hiftory of Spain. 49 
himfelf mafter of the general plan. The former are gilt or painted ; 
and time has not faded the colours, though they are conftantly ex- 
pofed to the air; the lower part of the latter is Mofaic, difpofed in 
fantaftic knots and feftoons; a work new, exquifitely finifhed, ang 
exciting the moft agreeable fenfations. 

«« From the bath a fecond door opens into the court of the lions, 
an hundred feet in length, and fifty in breadth, environed with a 
colonnade feven feet broad on the fides, and ten at the end; the roof 
and gallery are fupported by flender columns of virgin marble, fantaf- 
tically adorned ; and in the centre of the court are the ftatues of 
twelve lions, which bear upon their backs a large bafon, out of 
which rifes a leffer. A volume of water thrown up, falls again into 
the bafon, paffes thro’ the beafts, and iffues out of their mouths into a 
large refervoir, whence it 1s communicated to the other apartments. 

«« Thefe apartments are decorated with whatever the art of the age 
could invent, or commerce could fupply. The floors glitter with 
marble; the walls and the windows are enriched with Mofaic; and 
through the latter the rays of the fun gleam with a variety of light 
and tints on the former ; the air is perpetually refrefhed by fountains ; 
and the double roof equally excludes the extremes of heat and cold; 
from every opening fhady gardens of aromatic trees, beautiful hills, 
and fertile plains meet the eye; nor is it to be wondered that the 
Moors ftill regret the delights of Granada, and ftill offer up their 
prayers for the recovery of that city, which they deema terreftrial 
paradife.” Vol. 1. p. 440. 


The melancholy effects of the power of the inquifition, 
exerted by the bigotry of Philip IT. are thus detailed : 


« The fuperftitious difpofition of Philip was confpicuous in every 
action of his life ; his vow to St. Laurence in return for the victory 
of St. Quentin, has meet been noticed ; and, on his efcape from 
the danger of the fea, he folemnly dedicated his reign to the defence 
of the Roman Catholic faith, and the extirpation of herefy. 

‘© His fubjects had foon too much reafon to lament the rigid punc- 
tuality with which he fulfilled the holy engagement. The opinions: 
of Luther, which had rapidly fpread through the greateft part of 
Europe, had been checked by the fevere policy of the inquifition 5 
that tribunal, which had originally been eftablifhed by Ferdinand and 
Ifabella, to prevent the Jews and Moors, who had been baptized, 
from relapfing into their ancient errors, had ftretched its jurifdi€tion 
over the united kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon. In the various 
Provinces 20,000 {pies were interefted to accufe, and 18 inquifitorial 
courts were impatient to condemn the unhappy wretch, whofe flighteft 
expreflion could be tortured into difapprobation of the eftablifhed 
church. Such were their zeal and vigilance, that a number of per, 
fons, fufpeéted of inclining to the doétrines of the reformed, had been 
committed to the flames. When Philip arrived at Valladolid, there 
were ftill thirty in the prifons of the inquifitions, againft whom the 
fame dreadful fentence had been denounced ; he commanded thefe 
miferable wretches to be dragged to execution; the dreadful cere- 
mony 
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mony was conduéted with a pomp which only the rage of fuperftition 
could infpire; Philip himfelf, accompanied by his fon Carlos, by his 
fiiter, and attended by his courtiers and guards, was the unmoved 
fpectator of the inhuman facrifice ; as the executioners led a Pro- 
teftant nobleman of the name of Seffa, to the ftake, he invoked the 
mercy of his fovereign; ‘* Canft thou, O king,” exclaimed he, 
« chus witnefs the torments of thy fubjects; fave us from this cruel 
death ; we have not deferved it.”—** No,” replied the furious and 
bigoted monarch, “1 would myfelf carry wood to burn my own fon, 
*« were he fuch a wretch as thou art.” Vol. ii. p. 287. 


The expulfion and fufferings of the unfortunate Morefcoes, 
form alfo a {triking and well-touched pidture: 


‘«« The total expulfion of the Morefcoes was accordingly determin- 
ed on; but as they were formidable from their numbers, and, could 
they fupply themfelves with arms, were capable of a vigorous refift- 
ance, their fate was involved in the moft guarded fecrecy. Orders 
were privately given to the naval commanders of Portugal and Italy 
to rendezvous, under pretence of an expedition againft the Moors 
of Africa, on the coaft of Valentia; the fame motive was afligned 
for confiderable bodies of troops which were ftationed throughout 
that province ; at length, when the force affembled was fuch as might 
defy all oppofition, the royal edict was peblifhed, in which all the in- 
habitants of Valentia, who profeffed the Moorith faith, were command- 
ed, under the penalty of death, to repair to the fea-coft, and em- 
bark on board the fhips provided to convey them to Africa. 

‘©The anguifh and diftraétion that fuch an order produced may 
be conceived, but cannot be defcribed. The firft remonftrance 
againft it proceeded from the Barons of Valentia, who reprefented 
that the execution would not folely be the ruin of their particular 
eftates, but would convert into a defert the greateit part of that fer- 
tile province; but the only mitigation they could obtain, was the 
reluctant permiffion for fix families out of every hundred, with all 
children under four years of age, to be excepted from the general 
fentence of exile. 

«© This indulgence was rejeéted by the indignant Morefcoes; in 
the firft agonies of defpair, fome of the moft daring had excited them 
to oppofe by force the cruelty of their oppreffors; but this propofal 
was deemed rafh and impraétticable by a majority of the affembly ; 
they were, they obferved, without arms or military ftores; and the 
Spanith troops diftributed over the country were ready to attack 
them on the firft appearance of refiftance. Little time was allowed 
for deliberation, and obedience was all that remained ; they crowded 
down to the fea-coafts,.and were fucceflively conveyed to the fhores 
of Africa. As they proceeded up the country to implore the pro- 
tection of the Viceroy of Tremezen, they eould not reftrain their 
tears, when they compared the barren plains through which they 
paffed, which the delightful regions they had been driven from. A 
few, who preferred death to exile, endeavoured to defend themfelves 
in the mountains ; but the pafies were explored on every fide; they 
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were hunted by their inhuman tyrants like wild beafts ; part perifhed 
by the fword, the reft by hunger; their chief was made prifoner, 
and, after having fuffered every infult that triumphant tyranny could 
devife,-was publicly excuted. ’ 

«« Caftille, Arragon, and Granada prefented the fame fcenes of 
mifery and oppreffion ; and according to the loweft computation it is 
fuppofed, by the bigotry and miftaken policy of Philip the Third, 
near fix hundred thoufand of his moft induftrious fubje&ts were driven 
into exile. ‘The majority of thofe from. the dreary deferts of Africa 
implored an afylum in the bofom of France; and the wifdom of 
Henry has been feverely impeached in refufing the proffered acceffion 
of half a million of people, whofe filent labours might have fertilized 
the barren plains of his kingdom, and repaired the fatal ravages 
which had been inflited by religious commotion.” Vol. iii. p, 47. 


The hiftory prudently concludes with the death of Fer- 
dinand VI. for the following reafons : 


«© The reign of that fucceffor had been included in the original 
defign that [ had formed of the work which I now fubmit to the 
judgment of the public; but I was difcouraged from purfuing it by 
the occurrences with which it is diftinguifhed. ‘The American war 
is too recent an event to be related without fome tincture of partia- 
lity ; that war has proved the fruitful parent of great and uaF revo- 
lutions in Europe; the United Provinces, the Netherlands, and 
France, have each felt the influence of it; and the mind of man is 
too much agitated to inveftigate, with candour and accuracy, the vatt 
and important {cene which prefents itfelf to his obfervation.” 


@Qiteeeeds 





Art. XIII. The Female Mentor; or, Sele& Obfervations. 
2vols.12mo. 6s. Cadell, 


HESE volumes are prefented to the world by a lady, who, 

in the introduction, ingenuoufly acknowledges herfelf to 

have performed the office merely of an Editor: the is, accord- 

ingly, fatisfied with refting her claims to public approbation on 

its appearing, that her Female Mentor is founded on truth and 

nature, and is intended to promote the caufe of religion and 
virtue, 

From fuch claims, urged with fo much modefty, far be it 
from us to detra&t any thing, by minute and unimportant ob- 
jections. We willingly, therefore, allow to thefe converfations 
the praife which is their due ; and we have little {cruple in re- 
commending them as likely to.be ufcful prefents for youth. 
They confift of a number of dida@tic eflays; for the title of Con- 
verfations is rather improperly applicd. Some of them are 
original; but they principally confift of portions of anecdote 
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and hiftory, feleéted from our own, or tranflated from French 
writers. Of thefe, the fketch of the Life of Fenelon is, per- 
haps, the belt; from which the following extra¢ét may not be 
unacceptable; 

‘* Ramfay has related various anecdotes of: this amiable prelate 
during his refidence at Cambvay, which prove the benevolence and 
excellency of his character. A clergyman of his diocefe boafted in 
his prefence, that he had abolifhed the dances of peafants on feftivals 
and holidays; ‘* My good friend,” returned Fenelon, “ let us not 
‘* dance ourfelves, but let us permit thofe poor creatures to dance : 
“« for why fhould we deprive them of the momentary fatisfaction of 
“« forgetting their wretchedneis:” He frequently in his walks 
vifited the peafants, and not only comforted and affifted them in 
their weaknefles, but converfed with them in the moft familiar man- 
ner, and partook of their feanty fare. After his death many of 
them preferved the chairs in which he had fat, as relics; and would 
point them out to their family with a melancholy pleafure, “ Behold 
‘€ the wooden chairs in which our good archbithop was wont to fit in 
« the midit of our families: alas! he now no longer exifts but in our 
‘*memory.” Having loft his library by fire, ‘* [ had much rather,” 
he faid, ‘* that my books fhould be deftroyed, than the cabin of a 
poor family.” In one of his rambles he cbferved a peafant in great 
diftrefs ; and demanding the caufe, ** Alas,” returned the peafant, 
«I am jult driven from my, cottage by the enemy; and had not 
‘* time to fave a cow which fupported my family with her milk ; the 
«‘©enemy has carried her away, and I fhall never find another.” 
Fenelon inftantly. departed in company with a fingle domeftick, and 
under favour of his paflport, found the cow after much trouble, and 
brought it back to the peafant.” Vol.1. p. 42. 


The fourth effay, or Converfation, gives an account of the 
Oracle of Delphos; we thought that the ufage of Delphos for 
Delphi was now univerfally rejeted, both from the reafon otf 
the thing itfelf, as well as on. the authority of our beft and 
moift accomplifhed writers, It is true, that Swift, in defance 
of Bentley, whom he hated, probably becaufe he feared him, 
perfifted in writing De/phos. But we remember alfo, and not 
without a fmile, the obfervation of Jortin, that Swift, inftead 
of foolifhly perfifling to write Delphos for Delpht, fhould have 
fubmitted to reafon, and received inftruction from what quar- 
ter foever it came, from Wootton, from Bentley, or from Beel- 
zebub. Ina lady, however, this flight deviation from correét- 
nefs may be eafily forgiven. The remarks on the character of 
Imogen are very fenfible and ingenious, and, indeed, not without 
their portion of original thought: the ftory of the Old Man and 
his Dog Trim is trite and puerile, and exhibits a very indifferent 
imitation of the manner of Sterne, and his incomparable ftory of 


the Old Man and his Afs. The hiftorical accounts of the Queen 
Conferts 
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Conforts of England are given in a very agreeable manner, and 
cannot fail of being ufeful to young people, by fixing their at- 
tention and curiolity on fome of the moft initructive parts of 
Englifh hiftory. The Converfations conclude with a very 
forcible warning againtt the all effects of early diflipation, agree- 
ably exemplified by fome interefting characters. Upon the 
whole,’ there is great reafon to commend the Female Mentor, 
and we do not doubt that the fair editor of thefe-volumes will 
receive fufficient encouragement by the fale of her work, to 
induce her to amufe herfelf and the public by fome future pub- 
lication. 





Art. XIV. Alfred’s Letters; or, a Review of the Political 
State of Europe, to the End of the Summer 1792. As originally 
publifhed in the Sun. 8vo. 218 pages. 6s. Debrett. 


WwirHour attempting to decide upon difputed points of 

{tate expediency, which is not within our province, we 
do not hefitate to fay, that in thefe Letters much political know- 
ledge is communicated, in a clear method, anda manly ftyle. 
The profeffed intention of them is to give ‘a fair and impar- 
‘© tial view of the a€tual {tate of the feveral countries of Europe, 
‘* and fuch a retrofpe& of modern political tranfaétions, as 
‘© may tend to elucidate their exifting fyftems and fituations :” 
a defign which appears to us to be executed with fingular 
ability. 

The Letters are 43 in number. In the firft 23, we find a 
diftin& confideration of the circumftances of every country in 
Europe, at the clofe of the {pring of 17g1. The remaining 
Letters give briefly,. but clearly, the hiftory of thofe leading 
events which produced the actual fituatidn of thofe, countries ; 
and explain the interefts of this nation as conneéted with the 


soother European powers, and affeéted by their feveral move- 


ments. In the perufal of them, the leading idea impreffed upon 
the reader is, that, waving the more immediate and temporary 
preflure of danger from the progrefs of French arms and French 
opinions, the great object of jult apprehenfion to all Europe 
is the fyftematic, perfevering, and inordinate ambition ot the 


| Ruffian court: which, governing a territory comprifing nearly 


half of the ancient world, will no fooner gain the advantages 
that more Southern acquifitions muft infallibly confer, than it 
Will have ftrength, as well as inclination, to crufh all other 
powers fucceffively, as it has already done by Poland. All the 
eloquence and fire of Demofthenes could not roufe the Athenian 
people to a timely dread, or fteady counteraction of the formi- 
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dable plans of Philip ; and it will be well if all the arguments 
of the molt perfuafive writers can excite in this, and other na- 
tions, a conttant and an aétive vigilance to baffle the ambitious 
fchemes of Ruffia. To this objeét a great part of Alfred's 
Letters is directed, and we cannot but confider the attempt as 
highly meritorious. 

In the opinion of: this writer, Oczakow was peculiarly im- 
portant to the Emprefs of the Ruffias, not only as, in her own 
eftimation, the key to the Crimea, the means of fecuring the 
progrefs of her fhips from Cherfon, and of commencing with 
advantage any attack upon the Turks ; but alfo as a complete 
check, both military and commercial, upon Poland. ~The 
acquifition of it he confiders as the ftep to all thofe violent mea-. 
fures of Ruflia againtt that country, which Europe has fince 
viewed with aftonifhment, and profound regret. On the cor- 
re€tnefs of thofe opinions we do not undertake to pronounce ; 
but the queftion is undoubtedly of the greateft moment, and de- 
ferves to be inveftigated to the utmoft. In every country where 
the operations of the {tate are in any great degree controuled by 
the influence of public opinion, the diffufion of right know- 
ledge, on fubjeéts that materially affect the general intereft, is of 
the very firft expediency. Unhappily this inftruction frequently 
arrives too late to prevent errors, and confequent misfortunes : 
but even tardy knowledge has its ufe, and may preclude at Ieatt 
a repetition of evils. For this‘reafon we earneftly wifh to fee 
every particular concerning the relative interefts of this country 
and Ruflia examined difpaffionately, 3 in all points of view, and 
purfued, if poflible, to the very point of truth. A great deal to 
this effeét is performed in Alfred’s Letters, if not fo as to pre- 
clude reply from thofe who favour a different fyftem, certainly 
fo as to demand much attention. 


Some ftrong delineations of charater occur in thefe Letters: 
that of the Emperor Jofeph If. in the 14th letter, is ably exe- 
cuted ; but that of Leopold [I. as much lefs generally known, 
we fhall prefer to extract by way of fpecimen: 


« He poflefied the rare and almoft peculiar felicity, of having | 
for many years been accuftomed to the management of public affairs, 
without having in any degree difclofed the nature of his talents, or 
the tendency of his difpofition. He had lived at Florence the father, 
the friend, and even the companion of his people. Ata diftance 
from the bufy and intricate fcene of political intrigue, his conduct of 

negotiations had not been tried, nor had any opportunity occurred 
of criticizing his military abilities. Attentive to the minuteft details 
of government; ftrenuous in his endeavours to reform what he con- 
ceiv ed to be domeftic abufes; equitable and frugal, though fome- 
times capricious and fevere, he had acquired the reputation wet 
worthy 
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worthy man, whofe heart was better than his head ; whofe integrity 
and honour might be depended upon, but whofe talents were inade- 
quate to the arduous encounter of rival cabinets, where a {uperiority 
of intelle€tual powers qwas (is) fo frequently manifefted over the 
nobler workings of candour and virtue, 

«© Under fuch a matk, and to be developed only by a fucceffion of 
events, did the character of Leopold appear. As thofe events oc- 
curred, and they did fo with a rapidly fcarcely equalled in the 
annals of hiftory, his real features were gradually difclofed. Supple 
and accommodating to the circumftances of the moment; rapidly 
embracing the caufes and the confequences of things; ftrenuous 
where he perceived the weaknefs or the apprehenfions of his antago- 
nift, and yielding with addrefs to a fuperior power; prodigal of his 
promifes, and unbounded in his conceffions, but ever referving fome 
fecret opening for evafion, he boldly entered into the litts of poli- 
tical intrigue, and dared to meafure his weapons with tried diplo- 
matic champions. Perfectly aware of the vantage ground on which 
he ftood, and fheltering himfelf behind the miftaken character which 
he had brought with him into Germany, he gave free {cope to the 
latent powers of his mind,” Lester 16, 


The remainder of that letter applies the proof of facts to this 
character, by a rapid view of the great and multifarious objects 
he was able to embrace, and manage with fuccefs, within a 
year from his acceflion to the empire. In the 33d and 37th 
Letters, are fome arguments very {trongly oppofed to thofe fal- 
lacious declamations which are fo eafily made upon the com- 
mon-place topic of the bleflings of peace; pointing out, that 
war may be occafionally a duty ; and, though undoubtedly an 
evil in itfelf, may be, in certain circumftances, a much {maller 
evil than an inglorious or fallacious tranquillity. 

‘The political merits of thefe Letters we leave to ftatefmen 
to difcufs, Exclufively of the points which they may contend 
to be difputable, it feems to us, that they contain much ufeful 
information. In point of compofition, the few blemifhes difcover- 
able in them are clearly overbalanced by the general excellence 
of the ftyle ; and are, in our opinion, fully excufed by the apology 
inferted in the concluding letter, that ** they were written in 
‘* hafte, and under the preffure of many other avocations.” 

When we have objeéted to dominant, in p.14, refifilefs for 
unrefilting, in p. go, and arrondiffement, in p. 31, we have ex 
haulted our chief rage as verbal critics. About as many cen- 
fures we might be inclined to pafs on particular phrafes, and 
the turn of a few fentences, which feem indeed to argue hatte, 
but might be pardoned even without that plea. After making 
fuch flight exceptions, we declare ourfelves, as critics, highly 
pleafed. A few errors of the prefs require correction: fuch as 
® United nations” for Provinces, in p- 64, The cmiffion of 
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a negative, in p. 121. |,.17.—and.the miftake of the numeral 
mark prefixed to Letter 29, which is printed 31. 

It will hardly be objected to us, that we have given a more 
particular hotice to thefe Letters than their oftenfible origin, 
the channel of a newfpaper, entitles them to claim; and the 
objection will leaft of all occur to thofe, who, like ourfelves, 
fhall read them with minute attention. 


—s* 





Art. XV. The Plays of William Shak{peare, in15 Volumes, 
with the Corrections and Llluftrations of various Commentators. 
To which are added Notes, by Samuel ‘fohnfon and George 
Steevens. The 4th Edition. Revifed and augmented ; with a 
Gloffarial Index by the Editor of Dodfley’s Colleétion of old 
Plays. Svo. 61.15s. Longman, &c. &c, &c. moft of the 
London bookfellers. 


T' IE fate of Shakfpeare has been very fingular. Admired even 

to enthufiafm by his own uncritical age, which with 
all its defe€ts had yet the merit of feeling ftrongly the powers 
of genius; formally confligned to oblivion by the would-be 
critics, the Rymers and the Shaftefburies of a more advanced 
period; and adtually fo neglected, as to be plundered with 
impunity by any poet, whofe tafte in borrowing exceeded his 
honeity in confefling his obligations, he has at length arifen to 
the complete dignity of a clatlic ; and that which now lies be- 
fore us is the fourth impreflion of a conftantly augmented 
variorum edition. ‘The admiration of the Greeks for Homer 
is nearly equalled by the zeal of our countrymen for their old 
dramatic bard; and a republication of his plays, with any 
important acceifions of criticifm, is not to be overlooked by the 
periodical hiftorians of our literature. Partaking in the gene- 
ral feelings towards this admirable child of nature, we take 
up the fubject con amore, and fhall indulge ourfelves, and, we 
hope, gratify our readers, by enlivening our publication with a 
few remarks upon this interefting topic, fuggefted by the pre- 
fent edition. 

More than twenty editions of the plays of Shakfpeare, within 
the prefent century, have not yet exhaufted the labours of cri- 
ticifm to clear up the difficulties of his phrafeology, and to 
alcertain the purity of his text: and, from the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of their original publication, it is not eafy to forefee 
a termination to thefe efforts. Mr. Steevens, whofe acutenefs 
and afliduity have been very eminently diltinguifhed in this 
fervice, is fully aware of what is here afferted, and inftead of 
flattering himlelf that he has perfedted the tafk, thus a 
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his opinion upon it, ‘ Every re-impreflion of our great drama- 
«« tic mafter’s works muft be confidered as, in fome degree, 
‘© experimental ; for their corruptions and obfcurities are ftill 
«¢ fo numerous, and the progrefs of fortunate conjecture fo 
«« tardy and uncertain, that our remote defcendants may be 
«« perplexed by paflages that have perplexed us; and the read- 
«* ings which have hitherto difunited the opinions of the 
«« learned, may continue to difunite them as long as England 
«« and Shak{peare have a name.” 

Yet it mu(t not be denied, that very much has been perform- 
ed. The modern annotators, and particularly Mr. Steevens, 
and Mr. Malone, formerly his coadjutor, now a critical anta- 

onift and rival editor, have gone deeply into that f{pecies of 
fludy which alone could fully illuftrate the language of Shak- 
{fpeare, the ftudy of the contemporary writers; and have been 
very diligent in collating and comparing the early editions. 
The obfcurities and doubts that yet remain, are rather the ex- 
ercife of critics, than the concern of common readers, who find 
their general fatisfaction very little interrupted by thofe mat- 
ters which make enmity among the commentators. 

By the divifion of Mr. Malone and Mr. Steevens, we have 
now two feparate variorum editions ; and, to prove the eager- 
nefs of the public for every able illuftration of their favourite, 
Mr. Malone’s edition, publifhed at the latter end of 1790, is 
faid to be already nearly fold off ; and before he can prepare 
another, this of Mr, Steevens will prebably have made way for 
it, by a difperfion no lefs rapid. The plan of the former is 
rather more comprefled ; within ten volumes of a {maller fize, 
Mr. Malone has given all the plays, with the fonnets, and other 
poems. The prefent edition, the firft of this kind that has been 
recommended by elegance of type and f{plendor of paper, is ex- 
tended, partly by thofe circumftances, to 15 volumes, compre- 
hending only the plays, and their elucidations. As to the 
fonnets, &c. Mr. Steevens protefts againft reprinting them, be- 
caufe, as he tells us, “ the ftrongeft aé&t of parliament that 
‘* could be framed would fail to compel readers into their fer- 
* vice.” In preference to them he recommends the fonnets of 
Thomas Watfon, ‘ an elder and more elegant fonneteer,” 
with whom we fhould be happy to have more acquaintance. 
He has efcaped the notice of Headley, and other compilers of 
old poems, and, we believe, of Warton. 

Moft of the new matter contained in Mr. Malone’s late 
edition is to be found alfo in this ; becaufe thefe critics, liberal 
even in their difunion, allow each other to confider every 
thing produced by either as the common pro erty of both. 
As they differ in feveral points of opinion, this liberty is gene- 
tally productive of further augmentation ; the pofitions of one 
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being feldom ftated, without fomething by way of reply from 
the other. With alternate efforts they beat the anvil of cri- 
ticifm, and many lucid fparks are driven out by the collifion 
of their itrokes. 

To give our readers as clear a notion as we can of what this 
publication offers, and. thereby to affift their deliberations on 
the important queftion of the purchafe, we will take a curfory 
view of the contents ; fubjoining our remarks. 

The two firft volumes confift of Prolegomena, of which the 
particulars are, 

1. Mr. Steevens’s advertifement, on the appearance of the pre- 
fent edition. The editor having his mind well ftored with 
Shakfperian phrafes, here beftows rather more than a fufficiency 
of them upon his readers ; a redundancy of wit is fometimes 
almoft as fatiguing as dulnefs itfelf; and it ts, perhaps, a faule 
the more obvious to the eyes of Reviewers, as it is one into 
which they are not very likely to fall. 

We confefs ourfelves unwilling to admit the arguments 
here adduced, to prove that there is no refemblance of ‘the face 
of Shakfpeare extant: it is unpleafing to give up the fuppofed 
acquaintance we have with his features. Mr. Malone, it 1s 
probable, will not tamely abandon the pidture in the poffeffion 
of the Chandos family, from which he has a copy by Sir 
Jothua Reynolds ; who never, as far as we can learn, com- 
plained that the original trom which he took it was ‘ the 
«« fhadow of a fhade.” We cannot help: fancying a likenefs 
between the lineaments of that head, and the coarfer reprefen- 
tation by Martin Droefhout ; and think that Jonfon would 
not fo ftudioufly have dwelt upon the hitting of the likenefs in 
that print, had it been entircly mifled. Having his verfes to 
make, and to addrefs to perfons who remembered Shak{peare 
himfelf, why fhould he have faid, 


«* © could he but have drawn his wit, 
‘© As well in brafs as he hath Jit 
“ Lis face,”— 


if the face had not been Ay at all? 

Mr. Steevens next expreffes his doubts of the relationfhip of 
Sir William Davenant to our bard, grounding much of his 
difbelief on the dulnefs and heavy afpeet of the knight. ‘This 
point we are not equally difpofed to conteft. In weightier 
matters, there thould perhaps be more evidence required than 
has yet been produced for that relationthip. 

But the great point of difference between Mr. Malone and Mr. 
Steevens is on the fubject of the comparative value of the 1{t and 
2d folio editions of Shakfpeare ; the latter of which Mr. 5 af- 
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ferts to be * of no value whatever’—* not worth three fhil- 
« lings ;” while Mr. S. fupports it, as in many inftances prefer- 
able to the former, and probably improved from it with fome 
care. Mr. Malone has certainly proved that whoever reviled the 
fecond folio, has departed in very many places from the received 
and cuftomary language of Shakf{peare ; but it does not {eem to 
us equally clear that this was done through ignorance. No 
fcrupulous veneration had yet been affixed to the zp/iffima verba 
of the poet, and the perfon who made the alterations probably 
thought he was doing him a fervice, by rendering his lines more 
pleating to the refined ears of that time. ‘The difference of 
nine years (from 1623 to 1632) between the two editions, could 
hardly have obliterated the memory of any words, phrafes, &c. 
that were intelligible at the beginning of that period. Shak- . 
{peare himfelf had been dead only fixteen years when the fecond 
folio was publifhed, and had met with a fate peculiarly hard, if 
his language was fo foon forgotten. It feems moft likely that 
the players would conftantly make fuch alterations as the 
change of the current phrafeology required, and that thefe would, 
without fcruple, be adopted by a printer, editor (or whatever 
name he ought to have) in the management of 3 new edition. 

It appears probable alfo, that the notorious blunders in the 
firft folio had jong been noticed by a variety of perfons, during 
the nine years, and that the copy ufed in reprinting was correét- 
ed in thefe particulars, from fuch knowledge of what was right 
as could not then be very uncommon, at the theatres, or elfe- 
where.— What Mr. Steevens advances on this fubjeét is furely 
very reafonable. We will let him fpeak for himfelf: 


‘© The following conjeftural account of the publication of this 
fecond folio (about which no certainty can be obtained) is perhaps 
not very remote from truth, 

«© When the predeceflor of it appeared, fome intelligent friend or 
admirer.of Shak{peare might have obferved its defeéts, and corrected 
many of them in its margin, from early manufcripts or authentic 
information. | 

“« That fuch manufcripts fhould have remained can excite no 
furprife. The good fortune that, till this prefent hour, has prefer- 
ved the Chefter and Coventry Myfteries, Tancred and Gifisund, as ori- 
ginally written, the ancient play of Yimou, the Witch of Middleton, 
with feveral older as well as coéval dramas, (exclufive of thofe in 
the Marquis of Lanfdcwne’s library) might furely have befriended 
oo of our author’s copies in 1632, only fixteen years after his 

eath. 

** That oral information concerning his works was ftill acceffible, 
may, with fimilar probability, be inferred ; as fome of the original 
and moft knowing performers in his different pieces were then alive 
(Lowin and Taylor, for inftance,) and it muft be certain, that " the 
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ftage they never uttered fuch mutilated lines and unintelligible non. 
fenfe as was afterwards incorporated with their refpedtive parts, in 
both the firft quarto and folio editions. 

«¢ The folio therefore of 1623, corrected from one or both the 
authorities above mentioned, we conceive to have been the bafis of 
its fucceffor in 1632. 

«© At the fame time, however, a frefh and abundant feries of 
errors and omiffions was created in the text of our author; the 
natural and certain confequence of every reimpreflion of a work 
which is not overfeen by other eyes than thofe of its printer.” 4d- 
wertifement, Ps» XXii- | 


With refpeé&t to Mr. Malone’s opinion of the lengthening 
and abbreviating of fome words by Shakfpeare, the ignorance 
of which is one of the crimes laid to the charge of the editor 
of the fecond folio, we think him, in fome inftances, right, and 
in fome miftaken. The protraction of fuch words as burn, 
fworn, worn, arms, charms, &c. into two fyllables, is what, we 
apprehend, would not have been tolerated by Englifh ears, at any 
period of our language: fire, Hour, and fome others, certain- 
ly were fo ufed, and confequently were often written fer, Hower, 
&c. The opinion of Mr. M. concerning the former words, 
and others where r precedes » or m, might poflibly originate 
from having fometimes heard them fpoken with the ordinary 
pronunciation of Ireland, which transforms them into fome- 
thing like durrun, arrums, charrums, &c.—Otherwife, at leaft, 
we Cannot account for the fuppofition. The original miftake, 
which rendered fuch conjectures neceffary, was, apparently, 
the perfuafion, that the lines of Shak{peare were all intended 
to be perfect, which probably was not the cafe; and, indeed, 
many of the lines, even when the fuppofition is made, though 
they have then the legitimate number of fyllables, ar¢é no more 
like verfes than they were with a defe€tive foot. 

In making fuch obfervations on the different opinions of 
thefe two eminent critics, we hope to be acquitted by both of 
any partiality on either fide: we may truly fay, Amicus Plato, 
amicus Socrates, fed magis amica veritas. 

Mr. Steevens, indeed, fights with fome advantage in his ad- 
vertifement, by ufing the plural ftyle, the ftyle of kings and 
reviewers, under which we know not what other editor is con- 
cealed, unlefs it be Mr. Reed; for certainly Dr. Johnfon was 
not, on this occafion, one of thofe who dreaded a revifion of 
the fheets, and thereby prevented the colle@ting of errata. 

It is rather extraordinary, that, in difputing the merits of the 
two firft folios, both editors appeal to the authority of Mr. 
Tyrrwhitt. Mr. Malone fays ; 


“« My late friend Mr, Tyrrwhitt, a man of fuch candour, accu- 
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racy, and profound learning, that his death muft be confidered as an 
irreparable lofs to literature, was of opinion, that, in printing thefe 
plays, the original fpellin fhould be adhered to, and that we never 
could be fure of a perfe€tly faithful edition, unlefs the firft folio copy 
was made the ftandard, and actually fent to the prefs, wich fuch 
corrections as the editor might think proper,” Preface. P. 390. 
Vol. I. 


Mr. Steevens fays : 


« Such alfo, let us add, were the fentiments of a gentleman 
whofe name we cannot repeat without a figh, which thofe who were 
acquainted with his value, will not fufpect of infincerity: we mean 
our late excellent friend Mr. Tyrrwhitt. In his library was this 
fecond folio of our author’s plays, he always ftood forward as a de~ 
termined advocate for its authority, on which, we believe, more 
than one of his emendations were formed. At leait we are certain 
that he never attempted any, before he had confulted it. He was 
once, indeed, offered a large fragment of the firft folio; but ina 
few days he returned it, with an affurance that he did not perceive 
any decided fuperiority it could boaft over its immediate fucceffor, 
as the metre, imperfect in the elder, was often reftored to regularity 
in the junior impreffion.”” Advert. p. xxvi. 


To account for this oppofition of report, we can only fuppofe 
Mr. Tyrrwhitt to have thought, that the reafon of the thing re- 
quired the earlieft general edition to be ufed in forming the 
ground-work of an authentic copy, though he did not himfelf 
particularly with to poflefs it. 

We have dwelt thus long upon Mr. Steevens’s advertifes 
ment, on account of thefe curious topics that occur in it; 
We now proceed in our concife and general defcription of this 
edition. , 

2. The Life of Shakf{peare, by Rowe, and other documents 
appended to it, follow the advertifement: after which we find 
the prefaces of all the editors in chronological order. Three 


| of thefe, Theobald’s, Hanmer’s, and Warburton’s, Mr. Ma- 


lone rejected from his edition ; but it is right that there fhould 
be always one edition in which they may all be found; and no 
place more proper than Mr. Steevens’s variorum. Warburton’s, 
indeed, feems not properly included in the cenfure of throwing 
no light on our author, or his works. We cannot perceive any 
acceffion of new matter to the Life ; but we are happy to be able 
to inform our readers, that Mr. Malone meditates a new Life of 
Shak fpeare, which his diligence and fagacity will be found to have 
enriched with feveral curious difcoveries. Rowe’s Life, never 
very excellent, is now too much loaded with notes ; it would be 
more pleafing to have that Life feparately, and the new matter 
properly digefted into anu.her account of the poet. The docu- 
ments 
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ments that follow thefe prefaces, fuch as lifts of editions, &c; 
would, perhaps, have been more fitly placed after the Life, 
The remainder of the firft volume confifts of Mr. Malone’s at. 
tempt to afcertain the order of the plays, his Effay on Ford's 
Pamphlet, and Mr. Steevens’s Remark on that Effay, 

The two latter pieces gate an account publifhed by Mr, 
Macklin, in 1748, when Ford’s Lover’s Melancholy was to be 
aéted for the benefit of that performer, profefling to be extrad- 
ed from an old pamphlet, and infinuating, that Ford ftole the 
greater part of that play from Shak{peare. The fuppofed cx, 
tract appears in vol. ii. p. 502. to which part of the work 
thefe effays ought therefore to have been fubjoined. Mr. Ma- 
lone ftrongly, and at large, combats the authenticity of the 
extra@t; Mr. Steevens is inclined to defend it, We think the 
cleareft teft is that which was. applied to the Pfeudo-Rowley’s 
Poems, by every reader who was well acquainted with the ftyle 
of our earlier authors, the internal evidence of the writing itfelf, 
The verfes figned Endymion Porter are molt evidently modern, 
in ftyle, cadence, and contrivance: and we have heard it whifper- 
ed, that Mr. Malone naw conceives he has difcovered the real 
author, without accufing Mr. Macklin of a compofition, which 
feems indeed to be out of his line. Dr. Johnfon’s judgment of 
them perfectly coincides with the opinion here given, and, asf 
we underftand, with the conje€&ture of Mr. Malone. ‘ The 
«* lines, Sir, are evidently the produ& of a man of fafhion, 
« Were our friend Beauclerk, engaged to furnith a poetic trifle, 
«¢ he would write juft fuch verfes as thefe.” We conceive the 
Doétor to mean a man of fafhion of his own day, by the inftance 
he gives; Endymion Porter certainly never faw, nor could pof.- 


' fibly have written, ‘ juft fuch verfes.” 


We fubjoin them, that our readers may judge for thernfelves; 


«© Upon Ben Jonson, and his Zany, Tom Ranvoupn, 


«© Quoth Ben to Tom, the lover’s ftole, 
Tis Shalfpeare’s ev’ry word ; 

Indeed, fays Ycm, upon the whole, 
*Tis much too good for Ford. 


« Thus Ben and Tom the dead til] praife, 
The living to decry ; 

For none muft dare to wear the bays, 
Till Ben and Yom both die. 


« Even Avon's fwan could not efcape 
Thefe letter-tyrant elves ; 
They on his fame contriv’d a rape, 
To raife their pedant felves, 
. ss But 
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«« But after times, with full confent, 
This truth will all acknowledge, 
Shak/peare and Ford from heaven were fent, 
But Ben and Tom from college.” i 


Many of Mr, Malone’s arguments on this topic appear irre- 
fragable. 

3. In vol. ii. we are much pleafed to find Dr. Farmer's 
Effay on the Learning of Shakfpeare, certainly a moft proper 
accompaniment to an edition of his works. | But here again, in 
point of arrangement, we could have wifhed the Doétor’s re- 
ply to Mr. Colman to have been removed from the notes to 
Love’s Labour Loft, and fubjoined to the remarks of that 
writer. ‘The lift of ancient tranflations from claffic authors, 
extant in the time of Shakfpeare, is the fitteft addition in the 
world to Dr. Farmer’s Effay. Mr. Malone’s Hiftorical Ac- 
count of the Rife and Progrefs of the Englifh Stage is then in- 
ferted entire, with the addition‘of an article on the fame fubject 
from his Supplement’: and the volume concludes with the 
Commendatory Verfes on Shakfpeare, ancient and modern. 
Formidable as the quantity of two entire volumes of Prologo- 
mena may appear, we muft confefs we do not with to fee it 
leffened. Other editions ‘may be formed for convenience of 
other kinds; the accommodation we look for, in fuch a publi- 
cation as this, is the complete \colle€tion of all the beft illuftra- 
tions of the author. | 

In the enfuing month we fhall refume the fubjc& of this edi- 
tion, giving a further account of the novelties in the remaining | 
volumes, and fome curfory obfervations on the notes, 


[ Yo be continued. j , 





Art. XVI. 4 Fourth Dialogue concerning Liberty; containing 
an Expofition of the Falfity of the firft and leading Principles of 
the prefent Revolutionifis in Europe. By Fackfon Barwis, Efq. 
8vo. 69 pages. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 


THE expofition is clear and conyincing,.and fhows the author 
~~ to be a rational friend to liberty. The prefent dialogue is 
intended as fupplementary to three others, publifhed feventeen 
years ago, to which it. occafionally alludes. It is here well 
explained that foveretgnty, applied to a fuppofed fupreme wil 
of the people, and even the word people, as implying that 'they 
are politically capable of thought, or of unity of mind, ot of ra- 
‘tonal confent in aétion, veprefent no ideas derivable from_any 
facts in nature; that the notions their authors intend them to 
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convey, are falfe and impoffible ; and that, theréfore; they muft 
prove ultimately deftruétive to trne liberty: that the general 
benefit of the whole muft ever be a frft principle: and that 
the people have only-force to lend, to futh as Nave capacity to 
direct it, After touching properly on equality, it is afked, 
«« Ts it not then difgraceful to the caufe of liberty, and to the 
‘© underftandings of mankind, to find fo many, who live in 
‘‘ conftant and profligate violation of the /iberty, peace, and 
«« happinefs, of all who may unfortunately have only perfonal 
«* concerns with them, continually prefenting themfelves as the 
«¢ moit redoubtable patriots: and to find them received, and 
‘«* applauded, as affe@tionate and ftrenuous affertors of the juft 
‘¢ liberties of mankind?” The author writes as if he was a 
man of virtue; but certainly not as if he was a friend to any 
religion ; a circumftance we are forry to remark concerning 
one whofe fentiments, upon the fubje&ts: he here treats, are ra- 
tional, and likely to be ufeful. ‘The motto from Montefquieu 
is well chofen, and deferves. to be repeated in a tranflation. 
«¢ It is true, that in democracies the people /eem to do what they 
‘* chaofe'; but political liberty confifts not in doing what we 
«© choofe,—In a ftate, that is, in a fociety which has laws, /- 
“« Jerty can only confift in the power of doing what we ought 
‘© to choofe, and in not being conftrained to do what we ought not 
“« to choofe.” Montefq. tom, I. p. 255. 

As fpecimens of the author’s mode of reafoning and writing, 
perhaps we cannot make a better choice than in the following 
paflages : 


«© As tothe eftablifhment of the power of a few, continued he, 
fuch eftablifhment has ever been, and ever mutt be, becaufe it is not 
in the nature of man, or of human fociety, to be otherwife. Change 
and modify conftitutions and governments into as many-forms as it 
is poflible for the human mind to conceive, the legiflative and execu- 
tive parts muft always be left in the hands of a few: and, clearly, 
for the reafons we have given above; i. e. becaufe but a few are at 
all competent to the exercife of fuch high and important employ- 
ments. ‘That the government of a nation, therefore, is always in 
“ye hands of a few, can be no objection to its poffeffion of true li- 

erty. 

‘* A fuperior direétion in all human affairs, where many are con- 
cerned, is naturally neceflary; and men infenfibly fubmit to it of 
themfelves: and they certainly are under the higheft obligations, 
and owe the moft fenfible gratitude to thofe who with ability and in- 
tegrity will undertake and execute faithfully, their public or private 
concerns for them. 

*« Itis but a frry return to a truly great man, for fach important 
favours, to be told malignantly, that he is but a fervant of the people 3 
and to infinuate that his talents and virtues fuffer no degradation in 
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being contemptuoufly debafed below the meanett of the people; as if he 
were of lefs importance in nature, or in the ftate, than thofe whofe 
interefts and happinefs depend on his fuperior underftanding, 

«« Such language is well fuited to licentioufnefs and fedition; but 
its unprincipled falfity and callous injuftice, the effects of party rage, 
are moft violent attacks on genuine liberty, and tend only to bring it, 
and every idea of public virtue, into contempt. 

«© The true friends of liberty will be generoufly juft to all-men, 
and with internal fatisfaétion will acknowledge the merits of all men. 
They perceive fuch juftice to be neceflary to the maintenance, fup- 
port, and encouragement of all virtue, and confequently of ¢rue 
liberty. : 

<< Superior talents with integrity, and fuperior ftations legally and 
properly filled, will always be objects of refpect among’ the wife and 
the prudent. They know how neceflary to the prefervation of order, 
and good government, fuch qualifications are ; and how vicious and 
impolitic it is, to endeavour to degrade, and bring into the contempt 
of the weak, the ignorant, and the debauched, thofe virtues and ta- 
lents, without which no juft liberty can exift.” P. 30. 


“¢ Do you think, then, faid I; wtb indifference, about the eftablifh- 
ment of conftitutions and: forms of governments? Are not fome 
much preferable to others, and well worth contending for? 

«« If, as has been juft fhown, (anfwered he,) there be various. de- 
grees of liberty in nations, either legal, or tolerated, in proportion to 
their civilization, as a lover of true liberty, you may be fure I would 
choofe the bighe/f legal degree that could be-obtained without injuftice 
and cruelty. A conftitution and form of government, wifely and 
cautioufly eftablifhed, /uch as the Englifb is, has a natural tendency in 
itfelf to produce every degree of liberty a nation may be capable of 
receiving, in a regular progreflion to the 4ighe? degree, without any 
guilty violence, and without dangerous interferences, from mal-con- 
tents, who labour to involve a happy. people in difcontent and mife- 
ry, becaufe they feel themfelves diffatisfied with their own ungovern- 
able faxaticifm, or with a deficiency of all principle in morals and 

olitics. 
. « Indifference muft, doubtlefs, be very criminal, concerning the. 
conftitution, and government of eur own country. But certainly a, 
forward interference in the internal bujfine/s and govcrument of other 
nations unnecefarily, muft always be unjuftifiable. Reforms and revo- 
lutions have expanded into Quixoti/m, and propagation into Fe/uiti/m 
and Cru/ades, in a neighbouring nation. 

“«« Coolnefs is indifpenfably neceflary in the fearch of truth: we 
muft, therefore, farther obferve, that every nation zaturally compre- 
hends in itfelf a mixture of all the forms of government, which men 
difcourfe of, under the various names of monarchy, oligarchy, arifto- 
cracy, democracy, and the like: for fuch powers, in every nation, and 
under every form of government, muft find their place of action, in 
which they will exert themfelves with fuch energy as they may fe- 
verally poflefs. For, however correstly men may form ideas, and 
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fix them to thefe words, as really and accurately fignificant of the 
Sample exiftence of any fuch governments as they are ufually meant to 
defcribe, yet no fuch correétnefs ever exiited in nations, or in human 
nature. 4 ; 

«© And this is another inftance of the abufe of words, which are 
fuppofed to reprefent what has no exiftence in nature; for there never 
was : fimple monarchy, oligarchy, ariftocracy, or democracy, in the 
world. 

‘* And as to the word republic, though it be ufually applied to 
every government without a King, yet, in its original and true fig. 
nification, (the public weal) fome kings, at leait, have fo well under. 
ftood, and attended to the pudlic weal, that their governments might. 
much more jaitly merit the appellation of republican, than many of 
thofe which are always denominated republican, though often fevere 
and tyrannical enemies to the public weal, and liberties of their 
countries. 

«< A king wifely and juftly limited, (names apart,) is but the firf 
republican in a free nation; and it is not very eafy to conceive, how 
he can have any /uhffantial intereft feparate from it; and muuh lefs 
againft it, fince himfelf, and his fucceffors, can have no rational hope 
of fatisfaction, or feeurity, but in its profperity and duration. It iis 
his home and his country, at leaft in as high, and as clear a fenfe, as | | 
it can be that of any other man.” P. 54. | 





Mr, Barwis's Dialogue cannot fail, on the whole, to add to. 
met his reputation; and, with thinking men, to be of fervice to the 
caufe of national liberty. 


Art. XVII. The Neceffity of a fpeedy and effeual Reform in 
Parliament. Manchelter. 8vo. 72 pages. Is. 





ME: George Philips, of Manchefter, the author of this 

pamphlet, is one of thofe writers to whom the public is, 
at leaft, obliged for frankly avowing what he and his friends 
mean by a reform. They mean, it feems, that every indivi- 
dual exifting in the nation, whether male or female, excepting 
infane perfons and minors, fhould have precifely an equal fhare 
in the nomination of reprefentatives. Any thing fhort of this, 
Mr. P. thinks, will only amufe the people for a while, and 
thus retard the accomplithment of an adequate reform. One 
would fuppofe, from the earneftnefs of fuch authors upon this. 
topic, that they conceived the whole fum of human happinefs 
to be concentred in the privilege of having a vote at an elec- , 
tion :, that without this nothing could be enjoyed, and with it ) 
nothing could be wanting. Mr. P. is very bold in his affumps : 
tions. He takes for granted, that the neceffity of a reform in 
parliament is univerfally acknowledged. He affumes, that the 
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agitation of the public mind in November laft arofe chiefly, if 
not folely, fron the depraved condition of the reprefentation: 
whereas it has fince appeared, that the public was alarmed by 


fear of change, not agitated by defire of it. He declaims 


much on the inevitable, power of wealth, and the necellicy of 
{trengthening ‘the hands of poverty; whereas, in truth, pro» 
perty is that-which moft requires ‘protection in fociety. To 
protect property is, indeed, the chief end of fociety ; for perfons 
would feldom be attacked, but for the fake of property. He 
takes it for undeniable, that reprefentatives are only meant to 
declare the public will, and on this principle he attacks Mr. 
Burke’s arguments againit the di€tating power of conftituents, 
which have been generally received as conftitutional and juft; 
and were delivered not at Malton, as Mr. P. infinuates, but in 
the great and populous city of Briftol. The truth appears to be, 
that, in every queition, the thing required by public intereft, is 
the right decifion, which, if one man of knowledge and abili- 
ties be snore likely to difcover than a million of ordinary per- 
fons, it is better for that million to truft to the one, than to 
themfelves. “The whole pamphlet turns upon the French doc- 
trine, that the will of the people is political perfection: if that 
be denied, as in England it ‘is, very generally, nothing is here 
proved: not even the neceffity of a reform: {till lefs of fuch a 
reform as Mr. P. requires. 

The author profeiles, p. 55, that his aim extends no fur- 
ther than to an adequate reiorm in the reprefentation, and 
declares his refpeét for the public opinion, which prefers 
our prefent conftitution to all other forms; but whoever does 
not fee that a reform of reprefentation, made on the princi- 
ples of equal right to dictate laws, mutt totally fubvert all 
branches of the conftitution, has furely very little claim to the 
praife of political fagacity. 

The fum of Mr, Philips’s pamphlet is comprifed in eight 
propofals, which fpeak fufficiently tor themfelves: ** 1. An ad- 
‘* million of every citizen (minors and infane perfons excepted) 
“to an equal right of voting.—2. The formation of elective 
diftricts, confifting as nearly as poffible of an equal number 
*« of electors.—3. Voting by ballot, and clofing the poll in one 
day, together with fome fubordinate regulations to prevent 
diforders, and undue influence, — 4. Abdolifhing qualifica- 
tions, fo that each citizen be eligible to a feat in parliament, 
and allowing falaries to the members.—5. Annual parlia- 
ments.—6, Exclufion by rotation, fo that no perfon be a re- 
prefentative for more than three years fucceflively, nor above 
two thirds of the members of one parliament eligible to the 
next.—7. Separation of minifters from /he legiilative affem- 
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«© bly. —8. Authorizing conftituents ts di/charge their reprefen. 
«* tatives,” 

Mr. Philips, if hts'principles be admitted, is neither an in. 
conclufive reafoner, nor an ee writer, Our readers will 
be able to appreciate his talents by the following extracts : 


‘¢ Shall we continue then to be deluded with the unmeaning cla. 
mour of a combination, and mutual balance of three eftates, if that eftate, 
in which the MAJESTIC FORM OF THE PEOPLE was Originally re. 
cognifed, have fo departed from its priftine character, as to retain 
little more of it than the name? if the people fhould affume to 
themfelves the power of fending a majority to reprefent then in the 
Houfe of Lords, would not the crown and the Mere exclaim 
againft fuch a proceeding, as an infringement, and violation of the 
conftitution? And ought not the rights of the people to be as dear to 
them, as hereditary diftin¢étions to their owners? And is not the re. 
cognition of their authority, in the conftitution, as effential to its well. 
being, and even exiftence, as either the monarchy, or ariftocracy? 

«© That the power of fending members to the Houfe of Coinmons 
fhould be lodged any where, but in the great mafs of the people, is 
as dangerous to their rights and liberties, as it is inconfiitent with 
the boafted principles of our government. But this danger is much 
increafed, and becomes much more ferious and alarming, if that 
power be vefted in bodies, endowed with all the executive, and a 
great fhare of the legiflative, authority, and who poflefs privileges 
and interefts diftin& from thofe of the reft of the nation. 

«« Shall the man then who has remarked the progrefs of thefe 
dangers, which threaten deftruétion to the beft principles of our con 
ftitution, be deterred by courtly proclamations, or minitterial profe- 
cutions, from calling on his countrymen to look at them,<and be- 


ware? 
“6 The baleful dregs 

‘s OF thefe late ages, this inglorious draught 

«© OF fervitude and folly, have not yet 

“ (Blefs'd be th’ Eternal Ruler of the world !) 
« D: fil'd, to fuch a depth of fordid fhame, 

** The native honours of the human foul ?” 

AKENS1D2&, 


«« That all men have a right to be confulted, either direétly or 
indireétly, abcut the laws formed for their government, is 2 dictate 
of reafon, and admitted in theory to be one of the fundamental pria- 
ciples of our conftitation. ‘The king and the peers being perfonall 
concerned in enacting laws, have no claim at all to be reprefented. 
But reprefentation ts the only way by which the public will is col- 
le€ted, and brought into action; and as no one can have a greater 
claim than another, in cafes in which the rights of all are equally 
concerned, reprefentation, which refpeéts equally the rights of all 
ought to be fo conduéted as to recognize alike the claims of every in- 
dividual.” P. 26. 

The author has not mentioned, at what period of our hiftory 
this majeftic form of the people was allowed to have a greater 
influence than it has at prefenr. 
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Art. XVIII. A Letter to a Foreign Nobleman, on the prefent 
Situation of France, with Refpec? to the other States of urope. 
By F. P. Pidtet, Citizen of Geneva. 8vo. 102 pages. 2s. Od. 
Hookham, Xc. 


THis publication has appeared both in French and Englith, 
of which editions, as the author is a Genevan, the French 
is probably the original. The name. of Pictet is well known 
in Europe, by the talents of M, Mark Aug, Piétet, a learned 
profeffor of Geneva, whofe productions enrich our Phitofophi- 
cal TranfaQtions, the Journal de Phyfique, &c. The prefent 
writer dates from Reading, and fpeaks of himfelf as in years: 
his relationthip to the profelflor we do not know. His Letter 
is a fentible and difpatlionate compofition, and does honour to 
the abilities, as well as the feelings, of the writer. It is not 


b fo ftri&tly methodical, in its arrangement, as to admit of a very 


exact analyfis; but, taking a general view of the whole, we 
may confider it as confifting of three parts:—1. A ftatement of 
the evil which has for fome time threatened Europe with fome 
notice of its caufes, to p. 1¢.—2. Advice concerning the beit 
mode of checking that evil, to p. 59. — 3. Plan of a work to 
refute fundamentally the principles of French anarchy ; to the 
end. We learn, from the firft part, that feveral Genevefe exiles, 
of whom Claviere was one, have borne a confiderable part in 
the French revolution. In the fecond, we find the author 
ftrongly again{t attempting to do more than to fhut up the 
French within their own territories. In the third part, we 
meet with many very found ideas on the general do€trines of 
law: and among them this, which deferves to be extracted: 


« The pofitive is, therefore, intended to fupply the natural law ; 
which, impelled by his wants, and tranfported by his paflions, man 
would be apt fo often to negleé&t. It fhould, therefore, never pre- 
{fcribe, never forbid, any thing, but what the natural law, if at any 
time enforced, would have preferibed or forbidden; and of all the 
fyftems of legiflation, that alone would be perfect, which, applied 
to every cafe, would deliver the fame rule which heavenly wifdom, 
if it addreffed itfelf to men, would have delivered; a rule founded 
on the unchangeable nature of things, and the mutual relation in 


| which we ftand to one another.” P.71. 


It is confeffed that fo perfeét a fyftem never can exift ; but 
this is the model to be propofed: ‘* Government being infti- 
** tuted with no other view than to compel men to obferve the 
‘* unalterable rules of juftice and equity.” This is plain rea- 
fon; and, doubrlefs, the time will come, when it will be 
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thought no lefs ridiculous ever to have propofed the will of a 
multitude, as fuch, for a rule of right, than to have main- 
tained the moft extravagant notions pf divine right in indi- 
viduals. 

The picture of that elafs of inferior and proftituted authors, 
which has been fo mifchievous in France, by producing the 
Gorfas, the Marats, and numberlefs other wretches, whofe 
pens have been nearly as pernicious as their daggers, is well 


d:awn; in p. 42, ef /eqq. 
As this is rather a novel fubje& to Englifh readers, we fhall 
extract a part of what Mr. Pictet fays upon it: 


«© Hence it follows, that if we except a few, who by the force of 
faperior genius, and formed by the hand of nature, have raifed and 
erfe€ted their own education, we may fee a multitude of men of the 
loweit clafs, and of inferior abilities, pufhing themfelves every were 
into public notice. Though they are incapable of feizing the whole 
of a fyitem, of deducing i it from its firft principles, and of following 
the chain of confeque nces through all their combinations; though 
their chief merit confifts in repeating what others have fo often faid 
before, in giving toa phrafe a better turn, and in exprefling them- 
felves, perhaps, with rather more correctnefs than the vulgar ; they 
boldly come forward, and affert their fuperior confequence. By dint 
of intrigues arid of every mean expedient, they compel the fenfible 
and judicious few, whofe modefty would even deter them from enter- 
ing the lifts with fuch turbulent antagonifts, to leave them the undif- 
puted poffeffion of the field. They ftep into all offices of truit, to 
which men of diftinguifhed abilities only are adequate. And though 
the actual ftate of fociety offers them a thoufand various channels ‘of 
occup: ation, fo numerous is the tribe, efpecially in France, that, to 
efcape the miferics of impending want, they are reduced to the ne- 
ceflity either of teaching what they are totally ignorant of, or of 
becoming the hired fcribblers of a bookfeller. If their vanity did 
not ititle every other feeling, they would never ceafe to lament the 
unhappy moment, when they forfook the fhop or the loom of their 
fathers. But as there is a prevailing mania for reading, which i 
fortunately become one of the neceffaries of life, a regular fupply of 
books mui be found fuited to every character, and to every capacity. 
«© Your excellency has lived in fw exalted a {phere ; your conitaat 
occupation has been direéted to objects of fo important a nature, 
that this clafs of men can never have arrefted your attention. Placed 
in the midit of them, and in a point of view which enabled me w 
form a true eftimate of them, I can confidently affure your excellen- 
cy, that continually tormented by the flings of envy and jea'oufy, 
they would readily undertake any thing, to be revenged on what 
they cal! the caprice of fortune, and the injuftice of men. The com 
pe tition of fuch numbers cannot but often detraét from each other's 
talents; they, therefore, are engaged in a continual ftruggle to fup- 
plant each other, and do not bluih to infinuate themlelves, by the 


meancit fervility, into the favour of thoic who have the difpofal olf 
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places. ‘They fhow the greateft impatience to be admitted into the 
fociety of the great and opulent, whofe foibles they are intimately 
acquaynted with, fince they find it fo much their intereft to fludy 
them. If in general they are treated by them with cold indifference, 
they fufficiently retaliate by the inward contempt and deteftation 
which they feel for thofe, on whom they fo profufely lavith the in- 
cenfe of their adulation, And as one of the firlt effects of the culti- 
vation of letters has been the deadly blow which fuperflition and 
fanaticifm have received; as fome of the firlt writers, whofe daring 
genius and brilliancy of parts did not compenfate for their levity 
of character, and their want of folid judgment, have availed them- 
felves of the general fpirit of thefe enlightened times, the better to 
attack religion by continually confounding it with fanaticifm; as the 
enchanting melody of their periods, an airy and pleafant raillery, and 
a molt excellent fund of attic humour, have confpired to give their 
works an unufual degree of celebrity ; they have been followed by a 
thoal of imitators, who, with unexampled audacity, have attacked 
every thing facred, every thing which till then had defervedly com- 
manded the refpect and veneration of the people, every thing which, 
after mature inveftigation, will finally be found to afford the only 
folid balis on which the edifice of fociety can fafely reft. This de- 
luge of irreligion could not but ftrike the clergy with horror, and 
alarm all governments, which, adage have gone ‘too far in the 
meafures they have taken to check the publication of thefe licentious 
works. The confequence has been, that open hoftilities have fub- 
fitted ever fince between the government and the clergy on one fide, 
and men of letters on the other; hoftilities which, aided by the ha- 
tred, the envy and jealoufy of the latter againft the great and the 
opulent, have finally rendered them irreconcileable enecmics to every 
one who poffeffed any authority in fociety. 

‘“¢ This, Sir, is the clafs of men which we have fo much reafon to 
dread.—-Flufhed with the arrogance of vanity and felf-love,. in pro- 
portion to their want of redl talents, they rank themfelves with a 
Solon or a Lycurgus, and think nothing too arduous for their capa- 
cities. Having feduced to their party that tribe of inferior citizens, 
who, from the accidental perufal of a pamphlet, think themfelves 
entitled to decide on the fpirit of laws ; they pretend that abufes ex- 
it only becaufe they are excluded from the government ; and be- 
caufe they do not poffefs riches, power, and the decorations of titles, 
they affect to defpife them. Having nothing to lofe, they care not 
to what exceffes they may be carried; the French revolution and 
French principles are the conftant theme of their warmeft admira. 
tion; and looking upon its fatellites as their deliverers and avengers, 
they expect then with a fanguine impatience, invite them by intrea- 
ties, and favour their reception by intrigues. ‘The populace, being 
ealily feduced and mifled by their declamations, is merely the inftru- 
ment: they are the power that puts it in motion.” 


Even in England, though the clafs be fmaller, the author tells 
bs, with a juft rebuke, that, notwithftanding our great advan- 
tages 
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tages and happinefs, fome of thefe are to be found, “ who, 
«« being difcontented with their own gevernment, openly Ca- 
«* Jumniate it.” P. 48. The fentiments of a tree-barn 
foreigner, as unconnected with any of our parties, are particu- 
Jarly “deferving of refpect, 








Art. XIX. 4 Difcourfe on the Evangelical Hiftary, from the 
Interment to the Afcenfion of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift, 
By the late Reverend Thomas Townfon, D. D. Archdeacon of 
Richmond; ene of the Reétors of Malpas, Chefbire, and fome 
Time Fellow of St. Mary Magdalen College, Oxford. To 
which is pr eid, an Account of the Author. Inferibed by the 
Editor, Dr. Jobn Loveday, to the Bifhop of Chefler. 8vo, 
210 pages. §s. Od. Fletcher, Oxford; Payne, London. 


Fea fo eminent as that of Dr. Townfon is entitled to 
particular refpect, and the confideration that, as this is a 
pothumous work, the public can expect no future fruits of 
his abilities, wil’ induce us to pay a minute attention to it, as a 
Jaft prodvGion, The work, which was begun in 1778, is pub- 
Jithed under the care and infpection of Dr, Loveday, the fon 
of Mr. Loveday, the very intimate and beloved friend of Dr. 
Townfon: and the public is much indebted to the editor 
for the correctnefs and aceuracy with which it appears. Pre- 
fixed to the Difcourfe is 2 very interefting Life ot Dr. ‘Town- 
fon, written, with grateful remembrance of his patron’s virtues, 
by 3% Churton. In this, befides a very full and well written 
account of the author's life, we are furnifhed with many excel- 
lent reflections which equally evince the judgment and the picty 
of Dr. Churton, 

Jt appears from this account, that Dr. Townfon was born in 
1715; that his father was a native of Lancafhire, and defcend- 
ed from a refpc@able family in Yorkfhire; and it is believed, 
that Robert Townfon, Bithop of Salifbury, in the laft century, 
was of the fame ftack. After the domettic inftru@ions which 
he received ewe his father, the worthy re&tor of Much- Lees, 
in Eijex, and other private tuition, he was removed to the free- 
fchoo] of Felfled ; where, among other eminent perfons, Dr. 
Wallis and Dr. Barrow were educated. From thence he was 
entercd a commoner at Chrift Church, Oxford, in 1733, and 
two years afterwards elegted a demy of Magdalen, ‘in 174 
he was ordained deacon, and the year following prieft, by Dr. 
Secker, then Bifhop of Oxford ; and immediately ‘thie (ot off, 
iD COM spany W ith Mr. Dawkins and other gentlemen, to [rtaly. 
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Not choofing to accompany Mr. Dawkins to Palmyra, after 
fatisfying his curiofity in Italy, he returned through Germany 
and Holland to England; where, his abilities and worth being 
fuon noticed, he was fucceffively prefented to the vicarage of 
Hatfield Peverel, in Effex, the re&tory of Blithfield, in Statord- 
{hire, and the Lower Mediety of Malpas, in Chethire ; having, 
in the courfe of his progrefs to preferment, fulfilled, with great 
fidelity and reputation, the office of tutor and proctor in the 
univerfity. 

«¢ From parochial labours to literary purfuits,” as Dr. Chur- 
ton obferves, ‘* the tran{ition is eafy and natural.” 

In this Life we are furnifhed with fome flight, but corre& 
produ€tions of Latin and Englith poctry, which occafionally 
flowed from Dr. Townfon’s pen. 1n 1765 he was engaged in 
compofing an Expolition of the Apocalypfe, which work, we 
are told, he completed, but never publifhed ; and the reafon af- 
figned for its fuppreflion, deferves to be noticed. It is related, 
that having made it his requeft to God, that, if his fyftem were 
wrong, the work might never [ee the light, whenever he 
thought of preparing his papers, fomething intervened to hinder 
his defign. ‘The cautious picty of this conduét deferves cer- 
tainly much applaufe. In the intervals of his application to 
this work, he publifhed three fhort anonymous pamphlets on 
the Controverfy of the Confeflional, which are reprefented as 
mafterly produ€tions. In 1768 he again travelled, as tutor to 
Mr. os the fon of his patron, and returned to Malpas the 
following year; when the reception which he experienced 
from his parifhioners afforded a very flattering teftimony of his 
paftoral virtues. “The Difcourfes on the Four Gofpels, which 
he foon afterwards publifhed, eftablithed his reputation for 
fcriptural criticifm. Bifhop Lowth pronounced that work to 
be a capital performance, and attefted, that it fet every part of 
the fubje& of which it treated in a more clear and convincing 
light than it ever appeared in before, It obtained him the degree 
of doctor in divinity by diploma from Oxford. In the ad edition 
of the work is added, a Sermon preached at the Primary Vifitation 
of Dr. Porteus, Bifhop of Chefter, firft publifhed at the requeft 
of his worthy diocefan, wha, two years after, with an honour- 
able attention to his worth, prefled on his acceptance the arch- 
deaconry of Richmond. In 1782, by a fpecial commiffion 
from the Bifhop, he vifited, with great attention, the five 
northern deaneries within the archdeaconries, fulfilling the ob- 
je&t of the vifitation, and the important views of his patron, 
with very exact and attentive zeal. In the information which 
he communicated, upon the fubjeéts pointed out for his exa- 
mination, he fpeaks of the very beneficial effets produced in 
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” a Town on’s Evangelical Hiffory. 
the diftridts which he vifited, by Queen Anne’s bounty: ** There 


‘“ were chapels,” fays he, ** endowed with not more than 
« forty, and fome with twenty fhillings a year, in which, when 
‘* any duty was done, it was pe formed by a layman, perhaps 
‘«* very illiterate. But, by thé help of the bounty, aided by 
«© fome contributions, they are now able to fupport regularly 
‘© ordained minilters, who are generally of irreproachable lives 
‘s and characters, and not W ithout a competent fhare of know- 
‘6 ledve: and faiinia of them are really learned, though few of 
« them have fecn an univerfiey. As they live in a cheap coun- 
“try, ata diftance from the great world, and its ambitious 
‘* views, they appear contented and happy.” 

In 1782, the late Lord ‘G suldford, then Lord North, the 
worthy Chancellor of Oxf xd, whofe memory there, as clfe- 
where, muft be ever cherifhed with affection, with proper and 
unfolicited re: ard to hic pre tenfions, propofed, to his acceptance, 
the Divinity Profeerinip, then vacant by the death of Dr. 
Whecler, w hich, Mit ‘th ‘unaffeéted diffidence, and confcious of 
his declining years, Dr. Townfon gratefully, but ‘tefolutely, re- 
fufed. After an important life, dedicated to literdtute, and to 
the great objects of his profeflion, in which he difplayéd the 
virtucs, and promoted the influence of religion, he died of a 
pfy, attcnded with an afthma, on Sunday, the r§th of April, 

792, at M alpas, to the fincere afli@ion of the parifhioners, 
hol minds he had enlightened, and whofe affections he had 
engaved, His labours in divinity were continued to the laft; 

and Dr. Churton, in his account, has furnifhed us with a felec- 
con of his Criticifms on the Sac red Text, which difplay a great 
dept! of reflect: ion, and great accuracy of judgment, 

The confideration of a life fo important has Jed us, perhaps, 
too long from the work to which the account of that life is 
prefixed : we now, therefore, hatten to vive our account of that 
production. . 

The Difcourfe begins with an Introdution, in which we are 
furnithed with a fommary view of the 12 Se@ions into which 
the work is divided : we are then prefented with an Harmony 
of the Four Evangelical Accounts of our Saviour’s Refurre€tion, 
placed in four parallel columns, with a collateral Paraphrafe ; 
and this part is followed by feparate Obfervations on each Sec- 
tion, extremely important in themfelves, and very illuftrative of 
the circumfances to which they relate. “Uhe‘author fometimes 
takes the liberty in the Paraphrafe, and fucceedin ig Obfervations, 
of departing a little from our very valuable tranflation, where 
it is of confequence that the o sriginal fhould be fomewhat more 

literally rendered. He profetfes to tread nearly in the footfteps 
of Mr. Weft; but he enforces his realoning by new confidera- 
tions, 
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tions, and certainly illuftrates his accounts by new arrangement, 
and by the introdu@tion of fome explanatory particulars, In- 
ferred with this view, we find a very learned examination of the 
form of the holy fepulchre, explained by a plan; and a repre- 
fentation of a part of Jerufalem: the latter taken from the 
pian of Viilalpandus, ** Whofe map, with the addition of the 
«© houfes from Cotovicus, illufirates,’ as Dr. Townfon ob- 
ferves, ** the incidents of the morning of the refurrection, as if 
‘© fabricated for that very purpofe:” and yet,-we may venture 
to allirm that thefe learned men had not the moft diftant idea 
of the ufe to which their defigns would be found applicable. 
Dr. Vownfon accurately difcriminates the refpective particu- 
Jars of the three days of our Saviour’s crucifixion and refurrec- 
tion, minutely confiders every circumftance in the different 
relations, reconciles the apparent inconfiftencies ; accounts for 
particular omillions, and furnithes a clear aud confiftent hiftory, 
confirmed by confiderations and reprefentations, in which much 
lcarning is difplayed, without ‘any parade; we hope therefore to 
hear no more on the exploded theme of irreconcileable difcord- 
ances in the Evangelical Accounts of the Refurrc€tion ; ** Since,” 
as Dr. Townfon remarks, * the variations which are fuippofed to 
* abound, in this part, particularly, of the writings of the facred 
‘« penmen, are among the proofs that we have the hiftory of 
« our Lord’s refurreétion in its original ftate. Any changes 
** made in it, would have been fuch as were imagined belt fuited 
‘© to reduce their narrations to a more evident agreement with 
‘© each other.” ‘* Each of them,” fays our author in another 
place, ** has a peculiarity of method and defign in treating the 
“ fame argument ; contracting or enlarging, omitting or add- 
‘ ing, and fetting the fame object in a a different point of gna 
‘as “hig own propofed method and defign led him. Yet a {pi- 
« rit of accurate confiftency runs through their works thus di- 
‘« verfified: fo that, fitly framed together by a fkilful hand, 
‘* they unite into a body of hiftory that is harmonious in all 
‘« its conflituent parts; and to what can this be afcribed, but 
** to the energy of the criginal before them? But there is no 
‘* original or pattern to the firft authors of hiftorical re mation, 
to bring and keep them to this perpetual confent, under dif- 
‘* ferent views, and in the fmal! and Icfs obfervable, as wel! as 
the more ftriking features of that which is delineated by 
them, except the real exiflence of it. 
“Such therefore, that is, faéts really exiftent in time, place, 
and manner, as they are defcribed, were, with the other 
parts of this holy hiftory, the refurrection, | the appearance, 
and the afcenfion of eur Lord Jefus Chrilt. 
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Two Indexes, one of the texts of fcripture, the other of per- 
fons and things, complete this important work. 

The nature of the difcourfe itfelf not being fuch as to re. 
quire, or conveniently to admit of many extracts, we do net 
fcruple to smfert, from the Life, the following Alcaic Ode, 
written ‘by the author, in the year 1749, on the death of his 
friend and fchocl-malier, Mr. Wyatt : 


«« O Alma Virtus, lata capeffere 
Veros labores, qua patrie datur 
Prodeffe, felicefque vitam 
Excoluifie licet per artes; 


« Te, Diva, fanétum confilium, et tuem 
Prabente numen, fuftinuit diu 
Crito, juventutis togate 
Ingenuas animare mentes, 


«« Amore magnz laudis; et ingeni 
Ciere lumen, lumine de fuo; 
Acerba donec mors ab auris 
Aithereis rapuit magiftrom. 
«« Critona mcerent exanimem boni; 
Et ipfa Virtus moeret; et inclitus 
Lavdum, ille vivus quas amavit, 
Quas coluit, Chorus. Heret urne 


«© Afixa, meeflo non fine carmine, 
Camezna; fletu tum Pietas genam 
Humectat ; et fufpirat altum 

Pectus amicitiz fidele. 


Life, p. xi. 

The expreflion of ** ingeri ciere lumen, lumine de fuo,” 
contains an elegant aliufion to the famous lines of Ennivs, 
** Hlomo qui erranti,” &c.—T here are other merits obfervable 
in the compofition, and very little that can be liable to objec- 
tion. It is pleafing to fee fome fhare of the lighter graces of 
literature, united with the more important qualities or accom 
plilments of the mind, 








= —_-— 


Art. XX. Contemplations on the Sacred Hiftory, altered from 
the Works of Bishop Hall, by George Henry Glaffe, M. 4. 
Reéior of Hanwell, Middlejex, late Student of Chrift Chureb, 
Oxf-rd. gvols. fmall 8vo. 16s. fewed. Faulder, 


TTHE merits of Bithop Hall are original genius, and fervent 
piety; his defects are thofe of his time, prolixity, quainte 
ne{s, cffeatton, “Vo preierve the former for the admiration 
and 
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and edification of more critical and lefs pious times; and to 
remove the latter, with every injudicious admixture of topics 
likely to create offence rather than to intiruat, is to render an 
effential fervice to the caufe of piety. By very confiderable 
omitlions, by occafionally confolidating two or three contem- 
lations into one, by omitting fome, tranfpofing the parts of 
others, and fo changing the language, as to ibe it not only 
intelligible but pleating to a modern reader, Mr. Glatfe has 
extraéted from the work of Bifhop Hall a religious manual, 
which will undoubtedly be well received by no {mall part of 
the community ; by all who wifh to turn their own thoughts, or 
the attention of their familics, to topics of the firft importance, 
and in a manner very pleafing. We read the facred hiitories, 
and we pafs by them too often without much reflection. Such 
meditations pbint out in each narrative the matter moft worthy 
of regard, and the dedudtions fitteft to be drawn from them. 
The additions made by the prefent editor appear to be in ge- 
neral judicious, and the 103d Contemplation, which is wholly 
written by him, affords an inftance of fuccefsful imitation. 

The moft effeétual method of conveying a general notion of 
the plan andcxecution of this work, appears to be to give a 
fpecimen of the original, and then to fubjoin the alteration of 
it as given by Mr. Glatle. 

The fecond and third of the Bifhop’s contemplations are 
entitled, of man and of Paradife. Thefe two Mr. G. has 
formed into one, under the title of Parapise; the firft three 
pages of which contain the fubtlance of that on man, 


Bifhop Hall: 


«© But (O God!) what alittle Lord haft thou made over this 
great world. The leaft corn of fand is not fo fmall to the whole 
earth as man js to the heaven: when | fee the heavens, the fun, moon 
and ftars; © God, what is man? who would think that thou 
fhouldeft make all thefe creatures for one? and that one well neer 
the leait of all? yet none but he can fee what thou haft done; none 
but he can admire and adore thee in what he feeth; how had he 
need to do nothing but this, fince he alone muft doe it? Certainly 
the price and vertue of things confift not in the quantity: one dia- 
mond is more worth than many quarries of ftone, one loadftone hath 
more vertue than mountains of earth: it is lawfull for us to praife 
thee in ourfelves: all thy creation hath not more wonder in it then 
one of us ; other creatures thou madeft by a fimple command ; man, 
not without a divine confultation: others at once; man, thou didft 
frit form, then infpire: others in feveral fhapes, like to none but 
themfelves; man, afterthine own image; others with qualities fit for fer- 
vice; man, for dominion. Man had his name frora thee; they had their 
names from man, How fhould we be confecrated to thee above all 
Others, 


























































46 Contemplations on the Sacred Hiftory. 


others, fince thou haft beftowed more coft on us then others? What 
fhall I admire firft? thy providence in the time of our creation ? or 
thy power and wifdom in the a&t? Firft, thou madeft the great houfe 
of the world, and furnifheit it; then thou broughteft in thy tenant 
to poffeffe it. The bare walls had been too good for. us, but thy love 
was above our defert. Thou that madeft the earth ready for us be. 
fore we were, haft, by the fame mercy, prepared a place in heaven 
for us, whiles we are on earth, The ftage was firft fully prepared, 
then man was brought forth thither as an actor or fpeftator, that he 
might neither be idle nor difcontent: behold thou haft addreffed an 
earth for ufe, and heaver for contemplation : after thou hadft drawn 
that large real map of the world, thou didft thus-abridge it into this lit- 
tle table of man ; he alone confiits of heaven and earth, foulé and body, 
Even this earthly part, which is vile in:comparifon of ‘the other, as 
it is thine (O God!) I dare admire it, though I can negle& it as 
mine own; for, lo! this heap of earth hath an outward reference 
to heaven: other creatures grovell down to their earth, and have all 
their fenfes intent upon it: this is reared up towards heaven, and 
ae more power to look befide heaven, then to tread befide the 
earth.” : 


Then follows a long detail of the various parts of the bady, 
after which the author proceeds : 


«€ Yet this body, if it be comparcd-to the foule, what is it, but as 2 
clay wall that encompafies a treaiure, as a. woodden box of a jeweller; 
as a coorfe cafe toa rich inftrument ; or as a mafke to a bedutifull face ! 
Man was made laft, becaufe he was worthieft. The foule was infpired 
Jaft, becaufe yet more noble, If the body have this honor to be 
the companion of the foule, yet withal it is the drudge. If it be the 
inftrument, yet alfo the clog of that divine part, &c,” 


This, with the remainder of the fecond Contemplation, to 
the amount of more than two folio pages, is thus given, and 


condenfed by Mr. Glafie ; 


*« But, O God, what a little lord haft thou made over this great 
world! When I fee the heavens, the fun, moon, and ftars, Lord, 
what is man? Yet none but he can fee what thou haftdone; none 
-but he can admire and adore thee in what he feeth: how had he need 
to do nothing but this, fince only he can do it! 

** Ttis lawful for us to praife thee in ourfelves. All thy creation 
hath not more wonder in it, than one of us. Cther creatures thou 
madeft by thy mere command; man, by a divine confultation: 
others at once; man thou didft fir form, then infpire: others in 
feveral fhapes; man, in thine own image: others, with qualities fit 
for fervice; man, for dominion. How fhould we be confecrated ta 
thee above ail others, fince thou haft thus diftinguifhed us above all ! 
Firft, thou didft create the world, and furnifh it; then broughtef 
thou in thy tenant to poffefs it. Thou that madeft the earth ready 
for us before we had a being, haft by the fame mercy decorated a 
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place in heaven for us, while we are yet on earth. The ftage was 


fully prepared ; then was man brought thither, both as an actor and 
fpe&tator, that he might neither be idle, nor difcontented. Behold, 


“thou haft prepared the earth for his ufe, the heaven for his contem- 


plation, and himfelf in his foul and body, an epitome of heaven and 
earth. Even this mortal part, vile as itis in refpe&t of the other, as 
it is thine, O God, I contemplate with wonder—for lo, this heap of 
earth hath an outward reference to heaven. Yetif this body be com- 
pared to the foul, what is it, but a maik to a beautiful face, a coarfe 
cafe to a rich inftrament, a wall of clay that encompafles a treafure ? 
Man was made laft, becaufe he was worthieft : the foul was infpired 
lait, becaufe yet more precious. O God, who madeft it, replenith it, 
pofiefs it—dwell thou in it now, and hereafter receive it to thyfelf 
The body was made of earth, common to its fellew creatures-—the 
foul derived immediately from above. The body lay fenfelefs upon 
earth like itfelf—the breath of life made it what it is ; and that 
breath was from thee. Senfe, motion, reafon, are infafed into it at 
once. Thou, who by thy breath gavefl thy difciples thy Holy Spi- 
rit, didft alfo breathe on the body, and gaveft it a living fpirit. To 
thee only are we indebted, without any intermediate agency, for our 
nobler part. Our flefh is from flelh—our fpirit is from the God of 
fpirits. How fhould our fouls rife up to thee, and fix themfelves in 
their thoughts upon thee! How fhould they long to return back to 
the fountain of their being, and the author of their glory !” 


In what manner Mr. Glaffe had, at a very early period 
of life, caught the ftyle and manner of his venerable matter, 
may be judged from the following part of the 103d Contem- 
plation : 


*« It is yet the refurreétion day; and hope, fear, joy, forrow, 
reign in the hearts of the inhabitants of Jerufalem. The mind of 
fome of the difciples are yet fupported by hope. The proud Phari- 
fees and priefts are convinced, confounded, and afraid. ‘The holy 
women, with a franknefs of difpofition congenial to their fex, are 
equally convinced, and rejoice with joy unfpeakable ; while many of 
thy followers, O Saviour, yea, of thine apoftles, are perplexed with 
anxious mifgivings, and their grief is the confequence of their incre- 
dulity. I baivel at your doubtings, ye holy men; but I praife not 
the Pharifees, who, while they are conftrained to de/#eve the refarrec- 
tion of Chrift, would fain bury it in oblivion. Fond and foolith 
priefts and-rulers, fhall the diftribution of your treafures avail againft 
the determinate counfel of God? Shall a few bribes, difperfed 
among the terrified foldiers, ftop the progrefs of the gofpel? In 
vain have ye recourfe to your wretched expedients; already the 
found thereof is gone out into all lands, and its words unto the ends 
of the world. Alas, yours is the faith of devils; ye believe, and 
tremble; but ye neither repent; nor adore. é 

“* Was it excefs of grief, O thou wife of Cleophas, that prevented 
thee from attending thine hufband in his journey to Emmaus? Or 
Wert thou among the number of thofe whofe fear and anxiety were 

* difpelled 
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difpelled by the joyful confirmation of their hopes? Lo, thy fpoufe 
re doubteth, lamenteth, almoit oo rae He was either himfelf a 
pectator, or he had heard thy doleful hittory of the fufferings of thy 
Lord. ‘Thou didf& attend on Chrittin his journey to Calvary—thoa 
didft fland by his ¢crofs—at both fad fpeétacles thine eyes overflowed 
with seays, thine heart with forrow. What wonder, if thy fpirit funk 
within thee, if thou refafedit to be comforted? Yet would I fain 
think, that thou wert one of thofe pious women, who brought their 
odours to the tomb of their Saviour. If fo, thou who didit fow in 
tears, hadft by this time reaped in joy; and thou hadit already that 
confolation, which was delayed to thine hufband. 

« Be this as it may, he feeketh elfewhere for a companion in his 
travel. Woe to him that is alone—for when he falleth, he hath not 
another to lift him up. ‘* Two of them went together.”” The 
cifciple naturally direéteth his choice to one of his affliéted brethren. Ff 
There are no affociates fo difcordant, as the affliéted and the chearful 3} 
heart. Cleophas is defirous of one, to whom he may’ pour out the 
bitternefs of his foul, and who will not turn a deaf ear to his lamen- 
tations. 

« Ir were ftrange, had they difcourfed of ought, but the death 
and paflion of their innocent matter. The circumftances of his paf. 
fion were frefh in their memori¢és. ‘The perfecutors of Jefus diflem- 
bled the perturbation of their fouls, and feemed to enjoy their tri- 
umph; while the thought of his refurre&i: n was nearer to his dif- 
ciples’ wifhes, than their hopes—it was a blefling, the accomplifhment 
whereof they had. not faith abfolutely to expect, yet which they were 
unwilling utterly to relinquith. In the mean time, He, who they 
trufted fhould reign, had worn only a crown of thorns; his {ceptre, 
a poor reed, the inftrument firft of his enemies’ cruelty, rext of their 
inflence. H2, to whom they had imagined the fovereigns of the 
earth fhould pay allegiance, was only mocked by the fcorvful pro- 
ftrations of his tormentors. It was no loyal voice that proclaimed, 
«¢ Hail, King of the Jews!” He cried aloud, he gave up the ghoft, 
and the expectations of his difciples feemed to die with him, y eee 
deferred maketh the heart fick. Bewailing their lofs, and lamenting | 
the fruftration of their defires, “ They talked together of all thee 
things which had happened.” 

«« Lo, whilit they reafon on the fubje& neareft their hearts, Jefus 
cometh, and joineth himfelf to their company. Now, may the for- 
rowing di(ciples ceafe from their painful difquifitions, Their Matter, 
for whom they mourn, whom, though loft to outward fenfe, they love, 
appeareth befide them. Thou art always prefent with us, O bleffed 
Jefus, but never more eminently fo, than when we difcourfe, when we 
meditate of thee.” 


































In the divifion of this work, the two firft volumes contain the 
Meditations on the Hiftory of the Old Teftament: the two 
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Arr. XXI. dn Hiftorical Fournal of the Tranfadions at Port 


[ulm and N ee Ifland, with the Difcoveries, which have 
een made in New South Wales and the Southern Ocean, fince 
the Publication of Phillip's Voyage , compiled from the Ofhcial 
Papers: Including the Fournals of Governors Phillip and King, 
and of Lieutenant Ball; and the Voyages from the firft Sailing 
of the Sirius in 1787, to the Return of that Ship's Coutpany te 
England int792. 4to. tl. its. 6d. Stockdale, 


TH places of which it is the avowed object of thefe Voyages 
to give an authentic account, muft neceflarily continue to 
excite univerfal curiolity ; we are, therefore, happy to fee’ that 
there is an apparent intention of detailing to the public fuch 
progreflive information concerning them as can be obtained from 
the beft authorities. 

The Voyage of Governor Phillip, involving all that was then 
known of the fettlement in New South Wales, the condition of - 
the natives, and the productions of the country, was given to 
the public in an able and fatisfa&tory manner. The work 
we have now before us reprefents, from the moft authentic 
documents, all the knowledge which has been fubfequently 
obtained upon the above interefting and important fubjects. 
It contains four diftin€ journals, of which, in their proper 
order, we fhall endeavour to give a fummary account. 

‘The volume commences with the Journal of Capt. Hunter, 
fome parts of which might, perhaps, without any detriment 
to the publication, have been omitted, as they contain a formal 
and minute defcription of many places and circumffances, al- 
ready and fufficiently known from the work of Governor 
Phillip. Some anecdotes are, however, related, and fome facts 
made known, which will make compenfation to the reader, be- 
ing not without their portion of amufement. On arriving at 
the fettlement, Captain Hunter proceeds to give an agreeable 
account of the place, the natives, and fuch other particulars as 
appeared to deferve his attention. 

In the third chapter we are informed, that fo great were the 
force and {kill of the natives, that Captain Hunter faw a young 
man throw a lance to the diftance of ninety yards—a thing al- 
moft incredible. The people of the country, it is obferved; 
have not yet difcovered any.form of religion, or appeared to 


| have any object of adoration. The following account of the 


o difcovery of a gold mine can hardly be read without 
a imiie: | 


“« In this month a report prevailed in the fettlement, which feemed 
at Grit to gain fome credit:—It was, that ene Dailey, a conviét, had 
difcovered 
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difcovered a piece of ground, wherein he had found a confiderable 
quantity of a yellow coloured ore, which, upon its being tried, ap- 
peared to havea certain proportion of gold in it; at this ime the gos 
vernor happened to bs abfent on a fhort excurfion into the country, 
to the northward: the report having been made ‘to the lieutenant. 
governor, he, of courfe, examined the man who had made tae difco- 
very, and who told his ftory with fo much plaufibility, that it was‘not 
doubted but an ore of fome kind had been found. Dailey was inter- 
rogated as to the places but this he refufed to give any information of 
until the return of the governor, to whom he would give a full account 
of the difcovery, provided he would grant him what the difcoverer 
confidered as but a {mall compenfation for fo valuable.an acquifition ; 
this reward was fas there were.fhips upon the point of failing) his 
own, and a particular woman convict’s enlargement, and a paflage 
in one of the fhips to England, together with a {pecified fum of mo- 
ney, which I do not now recolleé&t. The lieutenant-governor infited, 
that as he had already mentioned the difcovery he had made, he fhould 
alfo thew what part of the country it was in, otherwife he might ex- 

& punifhment, for daring to impofe upon thofe officers to'whom he 

d related this bufinefs: the fear of punifhment difpofed him to in- 
cline a little, though apparently with much reluctance ; he propofed 
to the lieutenant-governor, that an officer fhonld be fent down the 
harbour with him, for the mine, whith he faid was in the lower part 
of the harbour, and near the fea-fhore, and he would thew the piace 
to the officer: accordingly an officer, with a corporal and two or three 
private foldiers, were fent with him; he landed, where he faid the 
walk would be but fhort, and they entered the wood in their way to 
the mine : foon after they got among the bufhes, he applied for per- 
miffion to go to on one fide for a minute upon fome neceflary occafion, 
which was granted him; the officer continued there fome hours with- 
out feeing the difcoverer again, who, immediately on getting out of 
his fight, had pufhed off for the camp by land, for he knew the 
road very well, and he had cunning enough to perfuade the officer to 
fend the boat away as foon as they had landed, as he fuppofed -he 


would not choofe to quit the place until a good guard came down; © 


for which purpofe the officer was to have difpatched a man by land, 
as foon as he arrived at the place, and was fatisfied that it merited at- 
tention. The convict arrived in camp pretty early in the afternoon, 
and informed the lieutenant-governor, that he had left the officer who 
went down with him in full poseffion of the gold mine; he then got a 
few things out of his own tent, and difappeared ; the party, after 
waiting for fome hours whooping and fearch'ng through the woods for 
the cheat, left their ftations, and marched round to the camp, wheré 
they arrived at dufk, heartily tired, and not a little chagrined at 
the tric the villain had played them. ‘The want of proviftons foon 
brought hum from his concealment, and a fevere punishment was the 
neceifary confequence of this impofition: however, he {till gave out, 
that he had made the difcovery whica he before had mentioned, and 
that his reafons for quitting the officenwho went with him was, that 
he thought, if he gave the information to the governor himfeif, he 
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‘fhould certainly get what he had afked. When the governor returned, 


another officer was fent with him, rig toe now be- 
lieved that theré was no truth in what he had hitherto reported. 
This officer informed him, in going down in the boat, that he would 
not fuffer him to go three y from him when landed, and that he 
would certainly fhoot him if he attempted to run from him; for 
which purpofe he fhewed him, that he was loading his gun with ball; 
this fo terrified the cheat, that he acknowleged he knew of no go 
mine. He was then interrogated refpeting the ore which he 
hese and he confeffed he had filed down part of a yellow metal 

ickle, and had mixed with it fome gold filed off a guinea, all which 
had been blended with fome earth, and made hard. _The man who 
tried the ore was bred a filverfmith, and upon feparating the differ- 
ent parts, he difcovered that it contained a quantity of gold : 
the inventor was, of courfe, well punifhed for his trick.” 


It is proper, and indeed an act of jultice, to’ remark, that 
the care with which the Obfervations for the Longitude have 
been made, and the Tables for. the Winds and Weather kept, 
throughout this work, entitle the author of this Journal to the 
higheft praife, and cannot fail of being highly acceptable and 
ufeful to all future navigators in the fame track. Captain 
Hunter was difpatched from Port Jackfon to the Cape of Good 
Hope for provifions. His voyage 1s accurately defcribed ; it was 
painfully tedious and laborious, and alike evinces his feaman- 
fhip, relclution, and perfevering care to accomplifh fuccefsfully 
the object of his miffion. ‘The chart, given at page 126, of the 
Southern hemifphere, and the track of the Sirius, muft be of 
great Importance. 

The natives, at prefent, feem inclined to take every pofflible 
advantage of fuch of our countrymen as they happen to meet 
without arms, attacking and deftroying them with the moit 
barbarous ferocity. ; 

Chapter VII. gives a particular account of Norfolk Ifland, 
This is likely to become a very valuable fettlement: it pro- 
duces Indian corn to great advantage. It is exrremely-well 
watered: the foil is every where remarkably. fine, luxuriant, 
and deep: and the opinion. is generally received, that it will 
maintain 2000 inhabitants, Subjoined to this chapter is a va- 
luable table, by Captain Bradley, of the days when landing at 
this ifland was good, and when otherwife, from March 1790 
to February 1791. . 

Governor Phillip, who manifefts on all occafions an excellent 
and amiable character, received a fevere wound by a [pear, in 
an interview, when he was endeavouring, by little prefents and 
the kindeft demeanour, to conciliate the good-will of fome of 
the natives. It is thus defcribed : Super 


** Juft as the governor and his party were going, Ba-na-lang 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL, I. MAY 1793. Be cso 
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pointed out and named feveral of the natives who were ftrangers, 
one of whom the governor went up to and offered to {hake his hands, 
at which the man feemed much terrified, and immediately feized the 
fpear, which Ba-na-lang had laid on the ground, fixed it on the 
sheaming: dicks and difcharged it with aftonifhing violence ; he with 
ali his affociates made off with the utmoft precipitation. The {pear 
entered the goyernor’s right fhoulder, juft above the collar-bone, and 
came out about three inches lower down, behind the fhoulder-blade. 
Mr. Waterhoufe, who was clofe by the governor at the time, fuppofed 
that it [the wound] muft be mortal, for the fpear appeared to him to be 
much lower down than it really was, and fuppofed, from the number of 
armed men, that it would be impoflible for any of the party to efcape 
to the boat. He turned round immediately to return to the boat, as 
he perceived Captain Collins’to go that way, calling to the boat’s 
crew to bring up the mufkets; the governor alfo.attempted to run 
towards the boat, holding up the fpear with both hands, to keep 
it off the ground, but owing to its great length, the end frequently 
took the ground and ftopped him (it was about twelve feet long.) 
Governor Phillip, in this fituation, defired Mr. Waterhoufe to en- 
deavour, if poffible, to take the {pear out, which he immediately at- 
tempted, but obferving it to be barbed, and the barb quite through, 
he {aw it would be impoffible to draw. it out; he therefore endea- 
voured to break it, but could not: while he was making this attempt, 
another {pear was thrown out of the wood, and took off the tkin 
between Mr. Waterhoufe’s sotere be and thumb, which alarmed 
him a good deal, and he thinks adde power to his exertions, for the 
next attempt, he broke it off. By this time, the fpears flew pretty 
thick, one of which he obferved to fall at Captain Collins’s feet, while 
he was calling to the boat’s crew: the governor attempted to pull a 
piftol out of his pocket, but the fpears flew fo thick, that it was ‘un- 
fafe to ftop: however he yot it out and fired it, upon a fuppofition, 
that their knowing he had fome fire-arms would deter them from any 
further holtility, The whole party got down to the boat without any 
further accident, and in two hours they arrived at the government- 
houte, when the furgeons were fent for: Mr. Balmain, who was the 
firft that arrived, after examining the wound, made every body hap- 
py, by affaring them he did not apprehend any fatal confequences 
from it; he extracted the point of the fpear, and dreffed the wounds 
and in fix weeks the governor was perfectly recovered.” Ps z09. 


Chapter IX. deferibes Captain Hunter's voyage to Batavia, 
with the different difcoveries and obfervations made by him on 
his paffage. At Batavia he applied for, and, with fome diffi- 
culty, obtained leavé to purchafe a veffel in which he might 
proceed to England, _ [t appears, that it is one of the eftablith- 
ed regulations of the Dutch Eaft India Company not to permit 
any velfel which is Dutch property to go from Batavia to Europe. 
This, however, was, by the expedient of the purchafe, avoided. 
Capt. H. arrived at Portfmouth April 22, 1792. 


The inftru€tive communications of this able navigator are 
clofed 
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tlofed by a letter to the Lords of the Admiralty, giving his 
opinion on the beft courfe from New South Wales to Europe. 

he route to that place is fimple and eafy: it is the return 
which more particularly demands attention. Captain Hunter 
prefers the Southern route, by Cape Horn, to the Northern 


aflage. 

: The Journal of Lieutenant King commences at p, 287. — 
This was confided to Sir Jofeph Banks and Mr. Stephens, and 
is publifhed, with their permiffion, as a kind of fupplement to 
the foregoing narrative of Capt. Hunter. 

Lieutenant King was difpatched by Governor Phillip to make 
a fettlement in Norfolk Ifland; the particulars of which are 
defcribed in the five firft chapters of the Journal. In eftablith- 
ing this fettlement, Mr, King had great difficulties to encounter 
of various kinds, the principal of which were the irregularities 
of thofe whom he had to govern. A plot was at one time laid 
to difpoflefs him of his command, and make him and his of- 
ficers prifoners ; but his prudent and fteady condu& finally en- 
abled him to accomplifh the bufinefs he had in truft, mghly to 
his own honour, and the benefit of his country. 

Chapter XV. contains-a more minute account of Norfolk 
Ifland, defcribing at length the face of the country, the water, 
foil, climate, ‘timber, infects, fith, feafons, winds, &c.+ all of 
which are as favourable as can be imagined, or indeed withed, 
with refpe& to a place which oromniles fo many eventual ad- 
vantages. The Journal of Lieut. King is rendered the more 
interelting, from its containing a Vocabulary of the Language 
of this remote and barbarous people; of which. the greateft 
peculiarity is, that the females of each tribe are diftinguithed 7 
the word /eon, added to the name which diftinguifhes the chief. 
It is fuppofed alfo, that the word gal fignifies tribe, and that 
the word preceding it is the word of diftinction : 


The following inftances may ferve to confirm thefe fuppoli- 
tions : | 
MEN. WOMEN. MEN. WOMEN, 


Camera-gal Cameragal-leon Norongera-gal Norongera-gal-leon 
Cadi-gal Cadigal-leon Wallume-de-gal Wallume-degal-leoa 
Won-gal Wongal-leon Borogegal-yurrey  Borogegal-leon 
Gwea-gal Gwea-gal-leon Gommerigal-tongara Gommerigal-leon. 


Boora me di-gal Booramedigal-leon 


Chapter XVI. defcribes the voyage of this able navigator 
from Port Jackfon to Batavia, to the Ifle of France, and thence 
to England. The defcription of Batavia is very entertaining ; 
but the reprefentation of G haughty ftate and demeanour of 
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the governor, and the abject fervility which he fyftematically 
exacts, cannot fail of exciting a fmile, in which pity is mixed 
with contempt : 


*¢ The prefent governor-general, whofe name is William Arnold 
Alting, has been refident upwards of thirty years at Batavia, eleven 
of which he has been governor-general: I am told his private cha- 
racter is very amiable and refpettable, but how any man pofleffed of 
common feelings, can fuffer fuch humiliations from thofe around him, 
I cannot conceive. When any perfon approaches the general to 
{peak to him, his behaviour and addrefs mutt be the moft abjeé& ima- 
ginable, and the refpe& and profound fubmiffion which every fervant 
of the company, and every inhabitant muft neceffarily affume on thefe 
occafions, are little fhort of the adoration paid to the Divinity : this 
homage is carried to fo great a height, that when the general enters 
the church, although the congregation may be at prayers, yet every 
ae is obliged to get up and face him until he is feated in his pew, 

wing ashe paffes.”  P. 438. ~ , 


The narrative of the governor prefents itfelf to the attention 
of the reader at p. 449, forming a continuation of the hiftory of 
the people and country under his charge, from the conclufion of 
bis late voyage to the lateft.period’ ‘Fhe character of Mr. 
Phillip requires not our eulogium ; the fame prudence, the fame 
firmnefs, the fame qualities of mind neceflary for an individual 
in his arduous office, which before diftinguifhed him, appear 
uniformly to have ncremmaanied him to the conclufion of the 
Journal which is here publifhed. ; 

It is doubtlefs, in the nature of things, to be prefumed, that 
the natives of this remote country will, by frequent and fami- 
liar communication with Europeans, be progretlively civilized. 
At prefent they are certainly diflinguifhed by ferocity, almoft 
without parallel ; by a perfidioufnefs which proves them defti- 
tute almoft of all focial feeling, by the grofleft and. moft bar- 
barous ignorance, and by a reluétance not only to return, 
but even to accept any overture of kindnefs, hofpitality, and 
friendthip : 


‘« It now appeared, that Governor Phillip did not wrong the na- 
tives, in fuppofing that they treated their women with very little ten- 
dernefs ; ey Bannelong had beat his wife twice very feverely in a 
fhort time, and for which, as far as could be learnt from the girl, he 
had very littie reafon: ftill the appeared very fond of him, and he 
profefled great affection for her, but laughed when he was told that 
it was wrong to beat a woman: he now vifited the fettlement daily, 
with his wife, feveral children, and half a dozén of his friends, and 
Colebe was generally one of the party. 

¢ havenik of thefe people had recently a difpute, in which one of - 
them received two fevere wounds in the head from a f{pear, and two 
others were wounded in the head by hatchets ; but the parties ap- 
peared two days after the affray as good friends as ever. 

“¢ It 
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*¢ Jt has already been obferved, that the natives have fome idea 


of a future ftate, and that they believe in fpirits ; the following cir- 


cumftance leaves no doubt but that they likewife believe in charms =— 
Bannelong’s wife one day complaining of a pain in the belly, went to 
the fire and fat down with her hafband, who, notwithitanding his 
beating her occafionally, feemed to a ve great forrow on {feeing 
her ill, and after ‘blowing on his hand, he warmed it, and then ap- 
plied it to the part affeéted ; beginning at the fame time a fong, 
which ‘was probably calculated for the occafion: a piece of flannel 
being warmed and pps by a bye-ftander, rendered the warming 
his hand unneceffary, but he continued his fong, always keeping his 
mouth ‘very near to the part affected, and candy topping to 
blow on it, making a noife after blowing in imitation of the barking 
of a dog; but though be blew feveral times, he ‘only made that 
noife once at every padfe, and then continued his fong, the woman 
always making fhort refponfes whenever he ceafed to blow and bark. 
How long this ceremony would have continued was uncertain, for 
Governor Phillip fent for the doétor, and fhe was perfuaded to take 
a little tincture of rhubarb, which gave her relief, and fo put an end 
to the bufinefs.” P. 475. , 


There feems reafon to fear that thefe favages not only beat 
their women for the moft trifling offences, with unrelenting 
barbarity, but frequently put them to death without remorfe in 
themfelves, and without exciting the commiferation of* fpecta- 
tors. See pp. 482, 3, 4. 

It is, perhaps, not unworthy of remark, that on the 27th of 
December 1790, the weather was fo hot, that the thermometer 
at 102° in the fhade. 

The peculiarity of the females lofing two joints of the 
little finger, feems hitherto.to defy explanation. In the mean 
time the procefs of the operation is thus explained : 


« Though our colonifts had never been able to learn the reafon 
for the females lofing two joints of the little finger, they now had an 
opportunity of feeing in what manner that operation is performed. 

olebe’s wife brought her child to Governor Phillip’s houfe a few 
days after it was born, and as it was a female, both the father and 
mother had been repeatedly told, that if the finger was to be cut off, 
the governor wiflied to fee the operation. ‘The child was now two 
months old, and a ligature was applied round the little finger at-the 
fecond joint ; but two or three days afterwards, when fhe brought 
the child again, the ligature was either broke, or had been t 
off: this being mentioned to the mother, fhe took feveral hairs from 
the head of an officer who was prefent, and bound them very tight 
round the child’s finger. After fome time, a gangrene took place; 
and though the child appeared uneafy when the finger was touched, 
it did not cry, nor was any attention paid to it after the ligature waa 
applied. It has already obferved, that this operation always 
took place on the left hand of the females ; but this child was an.ex- 
G 3 ception, 
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ception, for it was the little finger on the right hand on which the 
"ligature was applied: this bandage was continued until the finger 
was ready to drop off, when its parents carried it to the furgeon, 
who, at their requeft, feparated it with a knife.—Making love in 
this country is always prefaced by a beating, which the female feems 
to receive as a matter of courfe. The native girl, who ftill refided 
occafionally at the clergyman’s, had been abfent two days, when fhe 
returned with a bad wound on the head, and fome fevere bruifes on 
her fhouldey ; the girl whofe life Governor Phillip had faved, re- 
turned with her; fhe alfo had a wound on her head, and one of her 
arms was much bruifed by a blow with a club: the ftory they told 
was, that two men who frequently vifited the fettlemerit, wanted to 
fleep with them, and on their refufing, had, as ufyal on fuch occa- 
fions, beat them moft unmercifully.” P. 510. 


This fingular people are remarkable for their agility in 
climbing trees : and their mode of doing this is fo extraordinary, 
that it well deferves infertion in our account; 


«« Colebe and Ballederry, in defcribing that tribe on the fecond 
day’s journey, had called them climbers of trees, and men who lived 
by hunting ; certainly, no perfons can better deferve the appellation 
of climbers, if we may judge from what was feen of Go-me-bee-re, 
who, for a bifcuit, in a very few minutes cut his notches in the bark 
of a tree and mounted it with furprifing agility, though an old man. 
Thefe notches are cut in the bark little more than an inch deep, 
which receives the ball of the great toe; the firft and fecond notches 
are cut from the ground; the reft they cut as they afcend, and at 
fuch a diftance from each other, that when both their feet are in the 
notches, the rjght foot is raifed nearly as high as the middle of the 
left thigh: when they are going to raife themfelves a flep, their 
hatchet is held in the mouth, in order to have the ufe of both their 
hands ; and, when cutting the notch, the weight of the body refts on 
the ball of the great toe: the fingers of the left hand are alfo fixed 
in a notch cut on the fide of the tree for that purpofe, if it is too 
large to admit their clafping it fufficiently with the left arm to keep 
the body clofe to the tree. In this manner do thefe people climb 
trees, whofe circumference is ten or fifteen feet, or upwards, after an 
opoffum ora fquirrel, cough they rife to the height of fixty or 
eighty feet before there is a fingle branch.” P.5 20, 





Pages 549, 50, 51, give a catalogue of the firft fettlers in 
New South Wales, which may not improbably be, ane time or 
other, regarded as a curiofity alike rare and valuable. At pre- 
fent it is doubtlefs of far greater importance to be affured that 
a whale fithery has been eltablifhed on the coaft of this fettle- 
ment. 

The Journal of Governor Phillip is followed by that of Lieut. 
Ball, which gives an account of a voyage from Port Jackfon by 
the route of Cape Horn, made in a fhorter time than had ever 


been 
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been performed by any other veflel. The particulars of this 
laft voyage muft be more interefting to navigators than to the 
naturaltit, or any other defcription of readers. Ir concludes 
with fome later accounts of the {tate of Norfolk Ifland, and is 
not without its portion of merit. 

We repeat our acknowledgments for this publication, which, 
though the language has not been fufficiently attended to, has 
illuftrated much that was obfcure, has effectual'y removed 
much doubt and apprehenfion concerning the condition of 
cur unfortunate countrymen at fo remote a diftance, and at 
the fame time, exhibits a moft refpe€table mifcellany of in- 
ftruction and amufement to readers of all taftes and propen- 
fities. We truft the plan which has hitherto been purfued, 
will be regularly continued, and that we fhall, from time 
to time, be informed of every difcovery, and of the regular 
progrefs towards the fecurity and improvement of this infant 
colony. Neither are we entirely without the hope that the 
period may not be far diftant, when the comfortable conviction 
of having mcliorated the condition of an untutored race, may 
teach us more fervently to adore the infcrutable ways of Provi- 
dence, and increafe our exertions in benevolence and aétive 
virtue. 





Art. XXII. Difcourfes on Various Subjeéis, illuftrative of the 
Evidence, Influence, and Doétrines of Chriftianity. By the 
Rev. Robert Gray, M. A. 8vo. 348 pages. 5s. boards. 
Rivingtons, and Robfon. 


HAT our faith fhould be fo brought to the teft of reafon 
that we may be able both to affign the foundations of it, 

and to be well affured that they are Baad, is above all things 
defirable. “The undiftinguifhing fuperftition which, with blind 
and greedy appetite, devours both true and falfe, found and un- 
found, probable and improbable, rational and avfurd, is dif- 
graceful to thoefe who cherifh it, and, in the end, pernicious to 
religion, which becomes charged, in common opinion, with 
thofe follies that are injudicioufly defended, under the falfe af- 
fumption of that facred name. At the fame time, fome limits 
mutt be put to the interference of reafon ; for, though it be her 
province to decide upon the evidences of faéts, and the authen- 
ticity of records; yet, when once tiie teftimony is admitted to 
be complete, that certain records, containing certain precepts, 
declarations, and narrations, iffue from divine authority, rea- 
fon can be no longer at liberty to argue, @ priori, that fuch things 
cannot deferve aflent. She is convidted of oppofing herfelf, if, 
after having determined, on adequate grounds, that fuch intelli- 
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gence is infallible, the pretend to reject the fubflance of .any 

art of it, as not fuitéd to her comprehenfion. If it be clearly 
exprefied in the record, and truly there, that is, not introduced 
by interpolation or corruption, it muft, by candid and confift- 
ent reafoners, be received. To deny peremptorily and generally, 
without attention to the evidence, is the precipitate and preju- 
diced method of infidelity: to explain away whatever (quares 
not exaétly with particular notions of propriety and probability, 
notwithftanding all the weight of admitted teftimony, is the 
work of a prejudice and prefumption, little lefs dangerous than 
that of infidelity: to fly from thofe topics altogether, in which 
it is neceflary to encounter difficulties, and to exert a patient 
attention, argues perhaps indolence, perhaps an infincerity of 
regard towards the great truths of religion: to feek for truth 
by careful inveftigation, fufpending judgment where clear con- 
a cannot be obtained ;* fixing it, notwithftanding every 
pfevious notion, where authorities appear to be decifive ; and 
{ubmitting with humility the pride of man to the wifdom of 
God, or thofe whom he infpired: thefe appear to be the duties 
of a wife, and perfectly fincere minifter of religion. 

In this latter path we are happy to find fo young a man 
treading with fo firm a ftep as is obfervable in the author of 
thefe Difcourfes. He has not, however, a reputation of this 
kind to form at prefent. Ina former work, which the public 
has received with very extenfive and very jult approbation (the 
Key to the Old Teftament}, Mr. Cray evinced thofe qualities 
which entitled him to the praife of critics, the gratitude of all 
well-withers to religion, and the commendation which, it feems, 
he actually received from fome of the moft diftinguifhed orna- 
ments of our church. Being fincerely favourable to exertions 
of this kind, we have no fmall fatisfa€tion in declaring, that, 
if the former work obtained a reputation, the prefent will fup- 
port it; that if expectations were then raifed, they will not 
now be difappointed. 

In a very fenfible and judicious preface, the author combats 
the opinion which has lately been too common, that moral and 
practical difcourfes fhould exclufively employ the efforts of 





* This fufpence of judgment in difficult’enquiries appears to be one 
of the moft neceflary, and, perhaps, at prefent, the moft uncommon 
branches of wifdom. Every thing muit be decided by every one; 
this is true, this is falfe ; this cannot be, this muft be; I believe every 
thing, I believe nothing; thefe are the general methods; whereas 
true wifdom thinks it fortunate if fhe can arrive at truth after a pur- 
fuit of many years. The Greek philofopher would find it very difficult 
to teach a modern audience the true ufe of the one word exexeis. 
preachers, 
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preachers. “Allowing all due weight to the admonition that 


the minifters of religion fhould endeavour to improve the con- 
dué&t of men, Mr. G. very properly argues, that the conduct of 
men, as Chriftians, cannot effeCtually be improved without en- 
lightening their minds. upon many points of doétrine and faith 

culiar to chriftianity. Much important argument is urged 
on this fubje&t, the whole of which wel] deferves attentive 
perufal. 

In confequence of fuch refle&tions, and in purfuance of that 
line of {tudy in which he has laboured fo fuccefsfully, Mr. G, 
has formed this volume chiefly of difcourfes calculated to illuf- 
trate difficult parts of the facred hiftory: and though we 
think his remarks perfectly valid, when applied to fermons 
delivered from the pulpit, (fuppofing the ability of the minifter, 
who undertakes it, to handle fuch fubjeéts with fuccefs) we 
agree with him in thinking it ftill lefs difputable, that «* Dif- 
‘« courfes intended for private perufal, may be rendered more 
‘* interefting by the introduction of fuch explanatory particulars 
‘© as are drawn from remote fources, which are illuttrative of 
‘* the primitive faith, and tend to elucidate difficulties of ferie 
‘© ous confideration.” The laft Difcourfe in this volume feems, 
indeed, from its great length, to have been written merely for 
perufal ; or it mut contain the fubftance of feveral confecutive 
difcourfes in the church, blended into one, for publication. 

The Difcourfes of this volume are ten in number, on the fol- 
lowing fubjeéts:—1, On the importance of profecuting our 
ftudies and enquiries under religious impreflions, and with a 
yiew to moral improvement.—-2, On the temptation of Chrift, 
—3. On the pool of Bethefda.—4. On the Demoniacs.—s5. 
and 6, On the refurre€tion.—7. and 8. On the influence of 
Chriftianity.—g. On the accomplifhment of prophecy, as il- 
luftrated in the prefent circumftances of the world.—1o0, On 
the millennium, or reign of faints, In the order and fubjeéts of 
thefe Difcourfes the author points out a kind of conneétion, 
which, however, as he feems himfelf to allow, is neither fo 
clefe nor fo important as to demand particular attention. 

We fhall not undertake a minute examination of thefe Dif- 
courfes, but, remarking that they are fuch in general as well 
deferve the character we have given above, we thall content 
ourfelves with making a few Taam on each, 

In the firft Difcourfe, the reafons for the inadequate attention 
commonly paid to the works and wonders of Providence, are 
illuftrated by much novelty and ingenuity of remark. 

The confideration of our Saviour’s conduét, as uniting the 
properties of the divine and human nature, p. 24 and 25, is 
the moft original and ftriking part of the fecond fermon, Man 
thir 
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third fupports the literal acceptation of what St. John has faid 
concerning the pool of Bethefda, againft thofe who would ex- 
plain it away; and confiders it as one of the ftanding miracles 


peculiar to the Jewifh nation. In a note it is mentioned, 


that fome cominenttators have fuppofed there was no vifible de- 
fcent of an angel ; but that a miraculous effect being produced, 
it Was, according to the Jewifh notions, attributed to an angel. 
This was the opinion of Grotius ; and jt is, in fome meafure, 
confirmed by the verfion of Nonnus, in which the author 
makes no mention of the angel ; but fays exprefsly, 


Adpaciy avropaloiciw Wav opyepasvoy vdwp. 


and afterwards avros\inroy dup. The Beza MS. at Cambridge, 
omits the whole 4th verfe of the chapter, in which the angel 
is fpoken of ; and the royal MS. 9. at Paris, wants both that 


and the concluding words of ver, 3. mdexousvar tay te Dalles xia. 


But thefe omiffions create a great obfcurity in the narrative, 
and, indeed, render unintelligible the declaration of the impo- 
tent man in the 7th verfe; ‘ Sir, I have no man when the 
¢¢ water is troubled to put me into the pool, but while I am 
¢* coming another ate. down before me.” The Alexan- 
drian, and other good MSS. have the paflage complete. 

The fermon on the Demoniacs, which is the fourth of this 
volume, is important from its fubje&, and the controverfies 
which have arifen upon it. Mr. Gray ftrongly maintains the 
opinion of actual poffeflion, and takes occafion te do fo from 
the narrative of the man who was poffeffed by many devils. 
That there are difficulties and ob{curitjes in this relation cannot 
be denied ; but certainly in this, and other places, where the 
number and particular circumftances of the poffeffing demons,* 
are exactly fpecified, it feems impoffible to fupport the opinion, 
that fuch narratives are mere accommodations to common ex- 
preffions and prejudices, Mary Magdalene might be faid to 
have been poifeffed, in fuch a mode of accommodation ; but 
the exa& number of feven devils could -hardly have been af- 
figned on thofe grounds (fee Luke viii. 2.). And if the hifto- 
rian had meant only that the report was fuch, he doubtlefs 
would have faid fo. : | 
_ Mr. Gray contends for the opinion of thofe who affert the 
pofleiling {pirits to have been aétual demons or devils, not the 
fpirits of deceafed men; and confequently introduces his dif- 





* We write demon, and demoniac, in compliance with the genius 
of our language, which delights not in, and with the authority of 
Johnion. Mr. Gray retains the diphthong. 
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cuffion by a general view of the fcriptural account of evil fpirits. 
He thows an inclination to believe that the agency of thofe be- 
ings was permitted in theancient fyftem of idolatry, an opinion 
very generally received among the early Chriftians; but he 
fpeaks on this point hypothetically, and with diffidence, He 
evinces, by his reference to the opinions of profane antiquity, 
and of the fathers of the church, on the fubjeét of demoniacs, 
that he has very diligently {tudied the queftion ; and he fums up 
the evidence of {cripture for the literal interpretation, in the 
following manner; ‘* Chrift and his difciples fpeak of demo- 
« niacs as diftin& from lunatics or difordered perfons: they 
«« addrefs the demons as actual beings, pofleiling the perfons of 
«« men; they {peak of cafting out evil {pirits from the bodies 
© of men as diltin@ beings, and fometimes as limited to a fpe- 
‘« cific number ; the demons are reprefented by the evangeliits 
«© as performing perfonal ations, and as {peaking to our Savi- 
** our fometimes with clearer and more perfect apprehenfion 
© of his charaéter, than human and difordered perfons can be 
** firppofed to have acquired.” P.82. ‘Thefe confiderations, 
fupported by the references fubjoined, and further (trengthened 
by the circumftances of the narrative from which the text is 
taken, and the unequivocal affertions of the early Chriftians, 
from undoubtedly a very {trong body of teftimony in favour of 
this doctrine ; nor does it feem evident to us, why any Chrif- 
tian fhould defire to explain it otherwife, unlefs he have previ- 
oufly given up, that for which the teftimony is as flrong, as for 
any point aflerted in the facred writings, the agency of evil 
fpirits. ‘That fuch poffeffions do not Now take place, is a very 
inadequate argument, oppofed to fo much evidence that they 
formerly did happen ; nor can the faét on which that argument 
is founded be duly afcertained ; for, according to Bifhop Hurd’s 
obfervation, fince we can neither difcern fpirits at prefent, nor 
caft them out, they may now poflefs the yictims of their power 
without difcovery or fufpicion. We think the author goes too 
far at the latter end of this difcourfe, in afking, who that hath 
been feduced to yarious kind of evil, but muft perceive that 
*« he bas been mifled by the great adverfary of mankind?” He 
fhould have faid, that he may have been fo mifled, p. tor, Nor 
can we agree with him in thinking the popular errors on the 
fubject of witchcraft and pofleffion, any decifive proof of a 
fubitratum of truth in fach notions, ~~ 
Of the sth and 6th Difcourfes ; the former treats of the evi- 
dence for the refurre€tion of Chrift, the latter of the 
affurance afforded by it of our own refurre€tion to immortal life. 
The accounts of the evangelifts, which fome have reprefented 
as difcordant, are wel] digefted by Mr. Gray, into a conneéted 
narrative, which removes all difficulties. See p. 106, &c. 
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Ge Gray's Difcourfes, 

To-thofe-who are defirous minutely to ftudy the particulars 
of this important hiftory, we recommend to compare this ac-~ 
count with thofe of Mr. Weft, and Dr. Townfon. In the 6th 
Difcourfe, the colle€tion of particulars illuftrating the nature of 
the foul, is executed very ably ; and the whole abounds with 
interelting and judicious obfervations. | 

The 7th Difcourfe, which is on the influence of Chriftianity, 
details the evils eventually produced by the gofpel, pocorn to 
our Saviour’s prediction ; and the 8th, purfuing the fame fub- 
je&, enumerates the benefits accruing from it to fociety. This 
topic, which is ably handled by Jortin, in the third of his dif- 
courfes on the Chriftian religion, has received fome new illuf- 
tration from the prefent writer, which is, in itfelf, a fufficient 
commendation, 

To purfue the 9th Sermon, on the accomplifhment of pro- 

yhecy, through the numerous circumftances noted in it, would 
head us far beyond the limits we muft at prefent prefcribe to 
ourfelves ; efpecially as the laft, on the Millennium, neceflarily 
demands a particular notice Suffice it to fay, that the diligence 
of Mr. Gray, in purfuing his enquiries through all channels, is 
here as fully manifefted as in any other part of the volume; as 
a bare infpection of the numerous notes will] fully evince. 

The doétrine of the millennium, or reign of faints, which 
forms the fubje&t of the roth Difcourfe, is one of thofe which 
having been difgraced by injudicious treatment, and disfigured 
by fantaftical additions, has been given up too eafily by many 
wife and learned men, as if the whole of it flood on as defici- 
ent a foundation as the objectionable parts. The author now 
before us has taken up the fubjeét in the beft manner; examin- 
ing carefully what is the real teftimony of {cripture concerning 
it, feparating all that is falfe, and maintaining what remains, 
with all that firmnefs as to the general point, and diffidence as 
to the particulars, which is fuited to a prediction fo pofitively 
given, and fo little explained by the inf{pired writers. 

In this inveftigation, the firft point laboured by Mr. Gray is 
the teltimony of prophecy for the return of the Jews, as the 
commencement of that blefled {tate ; which he details in the moft 
copious manner from the earlieft of the fcriptural predi€tions to 
the lateft; from p. 271 to 288. He then ftates the opinions of 
the primitive church concerning it; allowing that fome of the 
fathers feem to have given too great a fcope to their imagina« 
tions in the defcription of this kingdom: but obferving at the 
fame time, that they were warranted in great meafure by the 
ftrong figures of the prophets, and that “* we have no right, 
‘¢ in candour, to fuppofe that they defigned them to be under- 
‘€ ftood in a more literal and carnal fenfe than did the prophets 
« themfelves,” whofe defcriptions are then produced. After 
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defending their opinions on this ground, as far as they are truly 
defenfible, it is acknowledged, that fuch notions, carried to an 
extravagant excefs, appear to have brought the doétrine into 
fome difcredit and reproach ; but. it is faid alfo, and we think 
properly, ‘* the truth feems to be, that a fpiritual reign of 
as Chritt was believed by all who carefully examined the {crip- 
«« tures, though the popular notions of the millennium were 
‘© often rejected : and ancient, as wellas modern writers, aflailed 
‘* the extravagant fuperftru@ure, not the fcriptural foundation 
« of the doétrine.” P. 303. Concerning the perfonal appear- 
ance of Chrift on earth at that period, the opinions for the 
literal or figurative acceptation of that prediction are fairly ‘ba- 
lanced, and the queftion is left, in fome meafure, as doubtful. 
This part is thus diftin@tly concluded : 


«¢ Whatever decifion may be approved upon this fubjeé, it is 
clear that the prophetic declarations promife the: univerfal eftablith- 
ment of chriftianity, in purity and trath, to be preceded by the fall 
of that antichriftian power, of which the character is defcribed as fo 
repugnant and hoftile to the {pirit of the church ; as alfo by the ge- 
neral.converfion of the Jews, to whom, in an efpecial fenfe; the pro- 
mifes belong ; to whom, as to ‘ the loft fheep,” the miniiter of the’ 
circumcifion was firft fent, and the remnant of whom fhall bea fecond 
time.aflembled from the four corners of the earth, an enfign for the 
nations; that, as. «* through their fall, falvation came unto the Gen- 
 tiles;” «* as the cafting away.of them was the reconciling of the 
«© world, fo the receiving of them fhould be life from the dead ;’’ 
fhould be the means of conciliating the Gentiles, whofe univerfal 
converfion is then alfo to take place. when incredulity fhall at laf 
yield to the fuffrage of general conviction, and the light of revealed 
wifdom be diffufed in tranfcendent fplendor.” P. 316. 


The queftion of the literal return of the Jews to their own 
Jand is then handled, with an apparent inclination to the affir- 
mative fide of the queftion ; with a caution, however, that there 
is to be no reftoration of Mofaic rites and ordinances, which 
were temporary, but a Chriftian church. The various opinions 
concerning the new Jerufalem are then very fitly introduced, 
and the whole enquiry is thus wound up: 


«¢ The prophets, in general, feem to {peak of the New Jerufalem 
as of an earthly ftate, contemporary with the peaceful and profpe- 
rous dominion of Chrift ; and if, agreeably to the fentiments of an- 
tient writers, we admit the renovation of the world to coincide with. 
the reign of faints, we may fuppofe, as was before obferved, the new 
heaven and the new earth, fpoken of by Ifaiah and St. John, either 
to be defcriptive of a literal renovation of the material world, to be 
effected in the analogous extent of that refurrection which all things 
intimate ; and in conformity with the beneficial charatter of the ex- 
pected period, when the earth may be releafed from the curfe aes 
nuunce 
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nounced upon it, and recover, under the influence of more friendly 
fkies, the vigour of its original fertility, and undergo fuch mutations 
as may correfpond with the amppoes condition of the moral world ; 
Or we may conceive the new heaven. and the new earth to imply, 
allegorically, fome great and glorious circumiftances of an undefined 
and fpiritual natare, thus figuratively promifed, which is confiftent 
with St. Peter’s declaration, “« that the heaven and the earth, which 
“* are now, are kept in ftore, ‘referved unto fire againft the day of 
«* judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

«¢ In conformity with both opinions above ftated, the reign of 
faints may be fuppofed to exhibit, on earth, an anticipated reprefen- 
tation of the difpenfations of eternity, and what is applicable to the 
type is more eminently defcriptive of the thing typified; and, on 
this ground, the New Jerufalem may be confidered, while on earth, 
as a figure of the habitation of the righteous in the ftate of final re. 
ward. It isa portraiture of that church, which, exifting firft in 
fpleridid circumftances on earth, fhall furvive, with unthaken fecurity 
and increafing luftre, the changes and wreck of the fublunary world, 
fafe amidft conflagration, and unimpaired by the deftruction of the 
material elements, as defigned to be tranflated into heaven, and to 
flourifh in a purified and exalted ftate, harmoniied and fitly joined in 
the union of its confiftent parts, and crowned with the vifible glory 
of its head, from etefnity to eternity. 

«« The conclufion of the reign of faints is to be diftinguifhed by 
theit general victory over thofe confederate enemies, whom Satan, re- 
leafed for a fhort time, fhall feduce to deftruétion. - A victory, to be 
effected by miraculous interpofition, in favour of the faints, whom 


they fhall encompafs ; after which, the devil and the beaft, and the: 


falfe prophet, fhall be caft into eternal torments. An univerfal re- 
furre€tion fhall take place, and the white throne of judgment thall 
be difplayed with him that fitteth on it for judgment; before whofe 
face the earth and the heavens fhall fly away and vanifh, and the 
dead, fmall and great, fhall ftand before God; and the book (of 
judgment) which is the book of life, fhall be opened, and the dead 
fhall be judged, out of thofe things which were written in the books, 
according to their works ; and the fea fhall give up the dead which 
are in it; and death and hell fhall deliver up the dead which are in 
them; and they fhall be judged, every man, nieoatyy | to thei 
works ; and death and hell, thofe fubje&t to their powers, fhall be caft 
into the lake of fire, and be condemned to the fecond death; and 
whoever fhall not be found written in the book of life, fhall be caft 
into the lake of fire. 

«« Such are fome of the particulars ‘relating to tke glorious reign 
of Chrift, of which the prophets reprefent the particulars, whether 
of its commencement or confummation, in one general account. 
The ftages and appropriate circumftances of each period, it is not 
poffible to define ; for the prophecies relating to the fubjeét, are in- 
volved in an obfcarity which time only can difperfe ; as, previoufly 
to the advent of Chrift, many predictions relating to the Meffiah 
were dark, and apparently inconfiftent; and as through every part 
of fcripture there are paflages of obfcure allufion to future circum- 
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ftanees, which can be elucidated only in their accomplifhment: fha- 
dows which gradually difappear, and fucceflively vanith, before the 
brightnefs of thofe difpenfations which they defcribe.” P. 331. 


We cannot conclude our account of this very interefting and 
curious Difcourfe, without declaring our entire agreement 
with the ingenious author in the opinion, that this ‘* doétrine 
« of the fpiritual reign of Chrift, as di/creetly maintained, as 
«« built on the expeCtation of a glorious and triumphant ftate 
‘«« of the church, may tend to encourage a confidence in God's 
«« word, and a reliance on the accomplifhment of prophecy, in 
« its reference to future events.” That it has been perverted 
fometimes to dangerous purpofes, we alfo confefs and lament ; 
but the truth muft not be given up becaufe error has been 
fometimes built upon it: and the practice of explaining away 
declarations that feem clear and diftinét in the facred writings, 
leads undoubtedly, by fteps more or lefs rapid, according to the 
difpotitions of men, to the explaining away of the mott effen- 
tial parts, and even the whole of our religion. It is a prac- 
tice too fuccefsfully begun, and too likely to make further in- 
roads into our faith, unlefs refifted in good time, and with not 
weak or indolent oppofition, but with found argument and 
ftrong perfuafion. 

A very few trifling blemifhes in language fubtra& nothing 
that is important from the merit of thefe Difcourfes, We object 
to the word infatuately in p. 30, to counterpart effet, p. 56, to 
originates ufed actively in p. 145, impairment in p. 140, and to 
the frequent ufe of aught for any thing, throughout ; and more 
particularly to the writing of it, ought, an error, we thought, long 
exploded and difufed. The ftyle is, in general, pure, manly and 
unaffected ; and fuch trivial imperfe&tions are only mentioned 
becaufe they may be with fo much eafe removed hereafter. 
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Art. XXIII. The Englifh Anthology. 1 vol. 8vo. 6s. 
Eyertons. 


THE tafte and critical acutenefs of the editor of this elegant 
volume, in matters relating to Englifh literature, are con- 
feffedly great, and have been evinced in variaus publications, 
He has, on the prefent oceafion, to ufe his own words, pre- 
‘ fented the public with a feleGtion: of Englith poetry in a 
“* chronological feries, from the beginning of the fixteenth, or, 
including an extract from Chaucer, from the latter part of 
the fourteenth century to the prefent time, upon a plan 
4 : ‘* hitherto 
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«« hitherto unattempted, at leaft in this country.” A cotiipilds 
tion of this kind, it performed with adequate fagacity and {kill; 
cannot fail of procuring a reafonable portion of admirers ; and 
may be e{teemed a valuable addition to our national litera- 
ture. We queflion, however, whether the editor is ftriatly 
right when he obferves, that there has been no fimilar attempt 
among us. 

The Mujes’ Library, by Mrs. Cooper, feems to differ little 
in its object, and commences at a much earlier period ; and 
the very elegant and Ye ea ae Specimens of early Englifh 
Poetry, {aid to be compiled by Mr. Ellis, which defcend as low 
as Waller, with much fewer chafms, would have deprived Mr. 
Ritfon of all pretenfions to originality, even if he had not ingenu- 
oufly acknowledged that the idea of his undertaking was fug- 
gefted by the Anthologie Frangoife. “That work we have feen, 
and think it inferior to the Englifh Anthology; but as it 
confilts merely of lyric poetry, accompanied by mufic, we do 
not fee how it could fuggeft more than the name of the prefent 
publication; it is more fimilar to Mr. Ritfon’s own collection 
of Ballads, than to the volume now before us. % 

The following lines, which introduce the work, cannot 
fail of being agreeable to our readers: 


«< The LOVER complaineth of the Unkindnefs of bis LOVE. 
‘“ BY SIR THOMAS WYATT. 


«© My lute, awake; perform the laft 

Labour that thou and I fhall waft, 
And ende that I have now begunne; 

And when this fong is fung and paft, 
My lute, be ftyll; for I have done. 


«< As to be heard where eare is none, 
As leade to grave in marble ftone, 
My fong may pearce her hart as foons 
Should we then figh, or fing, or mone? 
No, no, my lute, for I have done. 


«« The rocks do not fo cruelly 
Repulfe the waves continually, 

As fhe my futte and affeétion; 
So that I am, paft remedy, 

Whereby my lute and I have done, 


«« Proude of the fpoyle that thou haft gotte 
Of fimple hearts, through lovés fhot, 
By whome, unkind, thou haft them wonne; 
Think not he hath his bow forgott, 
Although my lute and I have done. 
«« Vengeance 
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«« Vengeance fhall fall on thy difdaine, 
That makeft but game on earneft payne ; 
Think not alone under the funn 
* WUnguit to caufe thy lovers playne, 
Although my lute and I have done. 


*« May chance thee lye withred and old, 
In winter nights that are fo cold, 
Playning in vaine unto the moon ; 
Thy wifhes then dare not be told, 
Care then who lift, for I have done. 


«© And then may chaunce thee to repent 

The time that thou haft loft and fpent, 
To caufe thy lovers fighe and fwone,; 

Then fhalt thou know beauty but lent, 
And wifh and want as I have done. 


«* Now ceafe, my lute; this is the laf 

Labour that thou and I fhall waft, 
And ended is that we begonne; 

Now is this fong both fong and patt: 
My lute, be ftill; for 1 have done.” 


We fhall be happy to fee the concluding volumes: and al- 
though we are well aware that many will object to this under- 
taking, that the various extraéts, compilations, and felections, 
which have been publifhed of our poets, rendered it unneceilary, 
we are equally certain that the editor need not defpair of 
mecting fufficient encouragement; and that very few who 
make a point of colleéting the Englith claffics, will choofe to 
deny themfelves the pleafure of poffeffing the Englith Anthology. 

In page 211 Mr. Ritfon informs us that Stephen Duck was 
a thatcher, we apprehend he is miftaken; for, according to the 
beft authorities, aid Duck was_a thrather. 

In page 18, in the beautiful lines by Dr. Henry Wotton, 
Mr. R. reads ** What are you when the fun fhall rife.” The 
contrat feems to require us to read the moon.—We have noticed 
no other errors of any importance. 





Art. XXIV. A fhort Hiftory of the Eaft India Company: Ex- 
hibiting a State of their Affairs, Abroad and at Home, Political 
and Commercial: the Nature and Magnitude of their Commerce, 
and its relative Connection with the Government and Revenues 
of India ; alfo Remarks on the Danger and Impolicy of Innova- 
tion, and the praétical Means of enfuring all the good Effeéts of 
a free Trade to the Manufaéturers of Great Britain and Ireland, 
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by Matter of Regulation, without difturbing the eflablifhed Syflem 
By a Proprietor of Eaft India Stock. No Publither’s name. 


THis tract appears to us to prefent a very fair and candid 
{tatement of the prefent fituation of the Eaft India Com- 
pany, as well as a clear view of its progreflive increafe, from 
its projection in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

Fhe peninfula of India, with its dependencies, forms fo 
great a proportion of the Britifh dominions, fince the lofs of 
America, that its hiftory is become no lefs interefting to the 
public at large, than to the proprietors of its capital flock ; and 
it is particularly fo at this juncture, when the legiftature is about 
to decide, whether the exclulive right of trade, which it has now 
enjoyed for near two* centurics, fhould ceafe, or whether the 
monopoly fhould be continued by a renewal of the charter for 
a limited term of years. It fcems very clear, that it ought’ 
to determine, unlefs it can be proved that the Eat 
India Company poffefs the means of carizying on their trade, 
on more beneficial terms to the public, and to the nation at 
large (for the intere(ts of individuals are wholly out of the prefent 
queftion), than can poflibly be done by perfons trading on fe- 
parate funds, and who have no cennexion with the collection 
of thofe revenues by which the trade muft be fupported. ‘That 
an exclufive trade is neceflary to the China branch of commerce, 
we underftand is admitted on all hands; and though we do not 
mean to decide on a queftion which is merely political, and 
which is now under the difcuffion of the legiftature ; yet, judg- 
ing from the evidence before us, and from the benefits, which 
experience has manifefted, of the trade under its prefent ma- 
nagement, we incline to think, that the experiment of an open 
commerce to Afia would be dangerous, and that the adventurers 
who embarked in it on feparate funds, would have caufe to res 
egret the pofleffion of a privilege ruinous to themfelves, and a trade, 
irrecoverably loft to the public. It is not, perhaps, generally 
known, that an open trade was formerly offered to adventurers, 
as a douceur on a loan to government, though it muft be con- 
fefled, it was at a time when the general fyftem of trade was 
not fo well underftood as at prefent. It does not, however, 
appear with certainty, that even afingle fhip was fitted out by 
the feparate traders, though the loan was raifed; and at the time 
of the union of the two companies, in the reign of. Queer Anne, 
only feven thoufand pounds remained of the capital of two 
millions ; to the extent of which the feparate adventurers were 
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guthorized to trade, the reft having been embarked by the pro- | 

rietors in the joint ftock company. Under the new charter, 
it is propofed to allow an open trade to be carried on in the 
company’s fhips, to a very large, though limited amount ; and 
as the adventurers will be fubje& to none of thofe rifks to 
which they mutt be liable, if they fitted out thips on their own 
account, and configned their cargoes to be bartered at a cafual 
market, we think it probable, that, under thefe reftridtions, 
the adventure will be profitable ; yet we know there are perfons 
whofe commercial knowledge entitles them to attention, who 
think, that even with this aid, the adventurers will pay dearly 
for the novelty of the attempt, 

After a general hiftory of the company, the author of this 
pamphlet proceeds, firft, to give an account of their 3 per cent, 
annuities, and then of their territorial poffeffions. [It is rather 
io be wondered, that though thofe annuities always bear an 
inferior price to the Bank annuities, the commiffioners for the 
reduGtion of the national debt have never made any purchafes 
in them ; and we are rather inclined to doubt, whether the 
{mall quantity which is ufually brought to market, be the true 
caufe of this omiffion ; we fhould rather conjecture, it may arife 
from an intention in government to liquidate the whole debt in 
a bargain for the prefent, or fome future charter. 

The author admits, that all the fea-ports and fettlements ac- 
quired by purchafe from the country powers, belong indubitably 
to the company, in full right for ever, as well as the five 
Northern Circars and the Jagheer lands; but he decides, in 
rather too fummary a way (we fufpect) that the provinces which 
were acquired by conqueft belong to the public; fubjeét, how- 
ever, to the debts and expences incurred by the India Company 
in the acquilition of them. The inftances which are adduced in 
proof of this, only fhow that the company fubmitted to the 
power, rather than to the right of the public. Speaking of the 
Circars, he fays, they are ** held merely as a farm under the 
«« Nizam,” and are * on a fimilar footing with the Jaghcer 
‘«« lands.” ‘This we apprehend not to be an accurate ftatement. 
The Circars are not held as a farm, but on a grant obtained by 
lord Clive from the Subah, on condition of the company pay- 
ing him an annual réfcufh, or tribute, of feven lacks. The 
Jagheer lands were a free grant, or gift of friendthip from 
the Nabob, as a mark of his gratitude, for the important [ervices 
rendered him by the company. 

We have hitherto foreborn to give any extracts from this 
work, becaufe it is in itfelf but a Summary Hiltory of the Eatt 
India Company, and becaufe we would recommend the whole 
to the perufal of all perfons qyee are interclted in the commerce 
a or 
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or revenues of India. As, however, an erroneous opinion has 
prevailed, that the company’s chartered rights, their corporate 
capacity, and liberty of trading with a joint fteck, are one and 
all determinable in 1794 (unlefs their charter be previoutly 
renewed), we fhall conclude with a thort paflage taken from 
the 5th chapter, to fhow what are their temporary rights, and 
what are velted in them in perpetuity ; whence it may be con- 
jeCtured how far the latter, which extend over the principal 
feats of trade, will ftand in the way of laying open the com- 
merce to individuals with any profpeét of fuccefs : 


“¢ Their temporary rights confift, Arf, of the fole and exclufive tradé 
with J/ndia and other parts within the /imits defcribed in their charter, 
fo that none other of the king’s fubjeéts can go thither or trade there, 
except it be dy leave of the company. 

«« And fecondly, they have the adminiftration of the govérnment and 
revenues Of the territories in India acquired by their conquetts, during 
their term in the exclufive trade, fubje& neverthelefs to the various 
cheques and reftri€tions contained in the feveral aéts of parliament 
which veft that adminiftration inthem. Thefe feveral remporary rights 
are determinable by parliament in 1794, under the nonce given dy 
order of the Houfe of Commons, in the year 1791. 

«« Lhe rights which they poflefs in perpetuity are, 

<< To be a body corporate and politic, with perpetual fucceffion. 

«* To purchafe, acquire, and difpofe at will of lands and tenements 
an Great Britain. 

“« To make fettlements to any extent within the limits of their ex- 
clufive trade, build forts and fortifications, appoint governors, erc& 
courts of judicature, Coin money, raife, train, and mutter forces at fea 
and land, repel wrongs and injuries, make reprizals on the invaders 
or difturbers of their peace, and continue to trade within the fame 
limits, with a@ joint flock for ever, although their exclufive right of 
trading fhall be determined by parliament.” 


—_— 





Arr. XXV. The Real Grounds of the prefent War with 
France. By Fobn Bowles, Efg. 8vo. 74 pages. 1s. 6d. 
Debrett. And Pofifcript. 6d. Ditto. 


HE author of the preteit againft Paine’s Rights of Man, 
and other valuable publications, here addreties the public 
on a principle in which we heartily coincide with him. He 
fays, ‘* the fuccefs of a free people in war depends greatly on 
«¢ their general conviction of its importance, its necetlity, and 
«¢ its juftice.” To eftablith this conviction on rational grounds 
is the object of this tract. 
Mr. Bowles begins, by diftinguifhing the ptefent evil that 
Europe cxperiences, from all other wass and politica lconvul- 
fons. He 
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He remarks that ‘* the Siftingyithing feature of the French 


‘* Revolution has been an endeavour to fubvert all Jegitimate 
« authority. The fundamental principle of this remarkable 
«* event, is to abfolve mankind from all ties of duty and allegi- 
«« ance to the eftablifhed government, whatever it may be, and 
«‘ in the room thereof to fubititute the anarchy of popular 
«« controul.” The leffon, he obferves, would be fufiiciently 
awful if confined to France alone, but the contagious nature 
of fuch principles, and the ambitious defire of the French to 
interfere in other governments, render it more immediately ne- 
ceflary for the whole of Europe to take the alarm. ‘ The 
«« Jaws of nations are no more refpected by them, than thofe 
‘« of municipal authority or of moral obligation. ‘They con- 
« fider their own wild and ungovernable will as paramount ta 
‘* the moft folemn treaties ; and by a vague and fictitious re- 
« ference to natural rights, they pretend not only to fet afide 
«« the molt pofitive ftipulations, but alfo to abfolve other na- 
‘«« tions from their authority.” 

The author then:takes occafion to deplore the injury done 
to the caufe of real liberty, by the excefles of licentioufnefs ; 
and he, obferves, very folidly, that ‘ anarchy is much more 
* hoftile to genuine freedom, and much further removed from 
‘« it than defpotifm itfelf, The latter reftrains mankind from 
‘‘ being free ; the former renders them unworthy and unfit to 
“« be fo; the one checks, indeed, the progrefs of liberty, the 
‘* other corrupts and deftroys its effence.” 

The great acceffion of territory made by France, though 
much of it has fince been loft, was, at the commencement of 
the war, a very important confideration for the reft of Europe, 
and is fo reprefented here. The daring decree of November 19, 
1792, fince refcinded, by the humiliation of that pride which 
fo much demanded correétion, is noticed and argued upon at 
large, as being, what it furely was, an act of general hoftility:; 
and the falfe explanations of the French minilter are properly 
expofed: ‘* There is,’”’ fays this writer, ‘* abundant reafon to 
‘* conclude, that the convention was encouraged the fooner to 
« pafs this decree, by a rafh confidence it repofed in thofe 
‘* unworthy members of the Britifh name, who reprefented, 
‘* according to their traitorous withes, though in direct con- 
 tradiction to the faét, that England was ripe for a revolt, 
‘* and eager to adopt the principles, and to follow the example 
® of France.” Itis obferved, that even after the explanation, 
the exiftence of the cafe which is to jultify the interference of 
France, is referred only to the judgment of France, and that, con- 
fequently, the limitation amounts to nothing. Such a claim, 
with power fufficient to enforce it, would have rendered France 
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the miftrefs and the tyrant of the world. To leave no doubt of 
the nature of this decree, fome extracts from it are produced. 

So far the general interefts of Europe are confidered: the 
author then adverts to the particular and pointed interference of 
France with this country, contra{ted with our neutrality towards 
her, and produces fome ever memorable fpecimens of thofe 
profligate addreffes from Englifhmen which all pofterity will 
contemplate with amazement, After giving, very much at 
large, the evidences of this moft hoftile correfpondence, Mr. 
Bowles afferts, that ‘* any thing fhort of a revocation of the 
«* obnoxious decrees—a dereliction of the conquered territo- 
«« ries—a recal of the French armies—an exprefs renunciation 
‘«* of all views of aggrandizement and aggreflion, of all right 
** to violate or difturb fubfifling treaties, and of all claims to 
‘** interfere, upon any pretence, in the internal concerns of 
‘* other countries,” would {till have left all Europe at the mercy 
of French ambition. 

From thefe, and other pofitions, relative to negotiation, and 
fuch other topics as are conneéted with the queltion, Mr. B. 
deduces his conclufion, and ftates it ftrongly ; that the war is, 
on our part, both in form and fubftance, a war of defence. __ 

Some additional notes fubjoined to this pamphlet prove, 
among other things, the connexion between the plans of re- 
form here, and the plans of a republic, originating in France, 
The poftfcript afferts the general fecurity of Europe as the 
great object of the war, and the point chiefly to be confidered in 
its profecution and termination. 

The merits of this author’s ftyle are too well known to the 
public to require much exemplification. Of the nature of his 
arguments fomething will be feen from the analyfis here given 3 
but they will be viewed in a much more advantageous light 
by thofe who fhall recur to the publication itfelf, 
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BRITISH CATALOGUE, 


POETRY. 


Art. 26. Imitations of fome of the Epigrauts of Martial. Part I. 
and Il, 4to. Faulder. 2s. 6d. each. 


HESE Ivritations have merit, but they have alfo faults which ftrongly 

weigh again that merit. The turn of many among them is licen- 
tious, and the original epigrams have been chofen with itill lefs regard 
to decency. Happily the groffnefs of Roman writers cannot be tole- 
rated in modern languages, but neither ought it to be brought forward 
to view. To mutilate editions of the originals may not be allowable, 
except when intended, like the Delphin, chiefly for the eye of youth— 
But to felect the offenfive parts is not pardonable, The author appears, 
in feveral of his imitations, a fevere faririft againft the democratic party, 
particularly in the fecond part. Now and then the imitator lofes the 
turn of the original, and fubftitutes nothing for it, as in the cafe of the 
epigram on Chioe and her Seven Hufbands; but in general there is point 
and fpirit in the imitation, The Englifh writer dometi:nes takes only 
a hint from the Roman, and makes that ludicrous, which ia che origi 
nal was ferious. ‘There are fome confiderable errors in the witenak 
of the Latin part. 

The following has even more livelinefs than the original ; 


y 


«© laugh at Poll’s perpetual pother, 
« "To make me her’s for life; 

¢ She’s old enough to be my mother, 
«« But not to be my wife.” 


Art. 27. Topfy Turvy: with Anecdotes and Objervations illufrative of 
leading Characters in the prefent Government of Frances By the Editor 
of Salmagundi. 8vo, 28. 6d. Anderfon. 


Top/y Turvy infinuates, that in the prefent ftate of France all thin 
are inverted, which is illuflrated by a neat vignette prefixed, wherein 
many men are feen ftanding on their heads, and a principal figure, a 
l'renchman with a cap of liberty, is fhowing Britannia how becoming 
that pofture weuld be to the Britifh Lion, He may be fuppofed ta 


fpeak thefe words from the poem : 


«* Behold our republican ftate 
«* To perfection advancing apace, 

«s Ever fince, where the head ftood of late, 
«s We've erected the tail in its place,” 


The editor of Salmagundi was, we underftand, the author of fome 
ef the moft humorous poems in that juftly popular collettion; in this effort 
we cannot fay that he has been equally happy, Yet even here we find 
confiderable merit; the doggrel ee is in many parts well “em 
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and the illuftrations of the great characters celebrated in the poem, as 
given at large in the notes, are at leaft amufing ; they are founded alfo 
on as good authority as can be had upon the fubjeét. ‘The perfona 
celebrated are, Pethion, Rober/pierre, Danton, Gorfas, Marat, Merk. 
Chabot, Dupont, Carra, Egalite, Talleyrand, and Gregoire. ‘The Rho- 
domontade fpeech of Ker/aint, on univerfal fraternization, is alfo paro- 
died at large. Other heroes are brought forward in the additional 
notes. ‘The Motto from Swift is well hit off ; : 


«© Man is but a 7of/y-turvy animal, his head where his heels fhould 
be.” , 


Art. 28. Seceffiou; or, True Blue feparated from Buff. A Pelitical, 
Satirical, Paneg -yrical Poem, bumbly infcribed to his Royal Highne/s the 
Prince of Wales. With Notes C ritical and Explanatory. By Churchill 
Minor. 4to. 2s. 6d. Miller. | 


It is ill policy in a poet to put the Critics in mind of a great name, 
by a it without fufficient warrant. The name of Churchill, 
even with the addition of Minor, will here fuggeft comparifons which 
the author would think odious, and which therefor: we fupprefs. In 
the very 2d page: 


“‘ Would willing fratermize the human race, 
«¢ By wars of plunder, under guife of peace,” 


Is not, to fay the beft of it, in the ftyle of Churchill, and we look in 
vain for lines that are, Perhaps it would not be amifs if the author 
were to ftudy that poet before he writes again; at leatt, under that 
name. 

The event of the great feceffion from the whig club, was too extra- 
ordinary to pafs uncelebrated, but that this poem will give it immorta- 
lity, is more than we can promife. 


Art. 29. A Poetical Epifile to the Honourable Thomas Exfkine. 4to. 


1s. Parfons. 


With hope of fomething much fuperior to the former ftrains, we read 
the fix firft lines of this poem. But, alas! the writer has not exerted 
himfelf to keep up to the fpirit of his exordium. Yet we cannot but 
think that the author of thofe lines, and the following, 


** Borne by no vulgar ¢attle through the throng, 
** But by his fov'reign’s fov’reign dragg’d along, 
** Now rattling forward by thy church, O! Paul, 
** Now, codling Betty, by thy apple ftall,” 


muft have genius and ear, and knowledge of verfification fufficient to 
produce fomething more perfeét, if he did but beftow the neceflary ap- 
plication to feleé his thoughts and polith his ftyle throughout, 


TRAVELS. 
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TRAVELS. 


Art. 30. 4 Tour through the Theatre of War in the Months of No- 
wember and December 1792, and January 1793, inter/perfed with a 
Variety of entertaining and military Anecdotes : To which are fubjoin- 
ed, Interefting Particulars of the Death of Louis the XV Ith, by an 
Eye-witne/s of the Fac, 38s. Owen and Bew, London. 


Part of the fubftance of this Tour had before appeared in the paper 
called the Diary. It is written in a fprightly ftyle, and exhibits lively 
traits of charatter, and an acquaintance with foreign manners. ‘The 
author feems defirous of ftating the conduét of the French, and their 
profpetts of fuccefs, in a more favourable point of view than perhaps 
a deliberate and impartial confideration would juftify. If we admit 
that he correéts fome érroneous accounts, and counteraéts thofe falfe 
impreffions that muft arife from paying attention to only one fide of 
the queftion, he ftill muit be allowed to betray too great a predilec- 
tion for the advocates of the French revolution. 

Any attempt to moderate fentiments that may be fappofed to ori- 
ginate from erroneous information, is praife-worthy; and we might 
liften with patient atrention to the account which this writer gives of 
the intentions and itrength of the French: but, in his endeavours to 
extenuate the murder of Louis, we fee a partiality which overlooks 
every great and folemn confideration, while it magnifies trivial and 
falfe arguments to undue importance. 

The author points out fome evils exifting in other countries; but 
many of them are fuch as 0 government could remove. It is 
furely mifchievous to ftate fubjects of difcontent, without fuggefting 
the remedy, and to attribute to the civil polity what refults aa the 
conftitution of human affairs—The narration in this work is good, 
and the anecdotes, in particular, are related qwith /pirit. 


LAW. 


Art. 31. A Treatife upon the Law and Proceedings in Cafes of High 
' Treafon, Sc. By a Barrifter at Law, 4s. Whieldon and Butter- 
worth. : 


This work is principally compiled from Hale, Hawkins, and 
Blackftone; and to the ftudent who is acquainted with thefe writers 
we can promife but little information from the perufal of this Trea- 
tife. The Law of libels feems to have been the author’s favourite 
topic, on the policy of which he ventures fome remarks of his own: 
his intention is good, but his ftyle is affeéted and incorreét, The 
yoanges practifers may, we think, derive fome ufeful hints from the 

oyrth chapter, to aflift thém in drawing indiétments,—It feems to 
have efcaped the author’s notice, thatin confequence of the a& of 31 
Geo. 3. Cap. 32, no perfon can be fummoned to take the oath of 
fupremacy; and that Roman Catholics, upon taking the oath enjoined 
by that aét, inftead of the former oaths, may practife as counfellors, 
‘attornies, and folicitors. 


POLITICS. 
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POLITICS. 


Art. 32. The Duties of Man in Connexion with his Rights, or Rights 
and Duties infiparable. 2d edit. 12mo 47 pp- 2d. Rivingtons, 


The author of this fenfible little traét ftands forward to oppofe and to 
deteét the evils of fedition, to cultivate the fpirit of contentment, 
and enforce the priuciples of order, particularly in the lower claffes of 
fociety. He reminds his countrymen that they have duties as well as 
rights; ** and that on the due difcharge of thofe depends the happi- 
«* nefs of man; his rights being elfe but the wild ungoverned paf- 
** fions of his nature, let loofe to be the fcourges of his own happi- 
«« ne(s, and to difturb the peace and happinefs of others.” P. 4. 

He compares the fanatics of the laft century with the French re- 
publicans of this; and on the declaration of renouncing for ever all 
ambition by conqueft, he obferves ‘* the fhort experience of a year 
** hath taken off the matk, and fhown them commencing an offenfive 
** war, invading the territories of their neighbours, levying contri; 
** butions, extending their conqueits under the pretext of bringing 
“* them liberty, and aiming to eftablifh, not a univerfal monarchy, 
es re fome of their leaders have avowed already, one great repub- 
o Meng rs IS. 

‘The general Contents are—Religion—Our Duty to the King— 
Obedience to the Laws—Subordination in general—Soldiers—Taxes 
in General—Tithes—Content and Gratitude—praife and Thankf- 

iving. 
: Much important matter in a fmall compafs, and at a very low 
price. 


ArT, 33. Songe d'un Anglais, fidele a fa Patrie et & fan Roi, traduit 
de Ll’ Anglais. Elmfiy. 


The Dream of an Englfoman faithful to his King and his Country. 
$vo. 33 pages. 1s. Elmfly. 


The original of this very interefting pamphlet was the French, in 
which language it was publifhed a confiderable time before the ap- 
pearance of the tranflation; profeffing, however, in the title, by a 
very common and allowed fpecies-of fiction, to be tranflated from 
the Enghth. It has been attributed, with great appearance of pro- 
bability, to M. Lally Tolendal, in co-operation with fome perfon 
very intimately acquainted with the ftate of our interior politics. M. 
Lally is an able and elegant writer; and, if he be indeed the author 
of this tract, though he has reafons for taking an active intereft in 
our pro{perity, which every foreigner has not, we are greatly indebt- 
ed to him for thus admirably pleading our caufe, and unveiling the 
iniquities which were then prattifed again{ft us. The plan is this: 

An Englifhman, who has been abfent a confiderable time from his 
country, returns to it towards the latter end of the year 1792. Alarm- 
ed, as all then were, except a few of remarkable ciurage, at the ftate 
of affairs, he makes it his bufinefs, within his own diftri&t, to trace the 
machinations of French emifflaries to the utmoft. With a lively “4 
tere! 
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tereft he attends the firft debates on the meeting of parliament; with 
his mind full of which he returns home fatigued, and dreams that he 
js called to the privy council; where, after he has given all the in- 
formation he is mafter of, the king dictates to him a manifefto, which 
forms the body of the tract. The manifefto fets forth at large the 
fair conduét of the king towards France, and the bad faith of that 
country towards us; feveral particulars of which are fet forth in a 
clearer and ftronger light, than in any other publication we have 
feen. ‘The whole is well written, and deferved the attention it ex- 
cited at the time, 


Art. 34- General View of ihe a&ual Force and Ref-urces of France in 
January 1793: To which is. added, A Table, foewing the Deprecia- 
tion of Affignats, arifing from their Increafe in Quantity. By William 
Playfair. 2dedit. Svo. 54 pages. 1s. 6d.. Stockdale. 


Plain good-fenfe, and a practical knowledge of bufinefs, will 
command attention in important matters ; and in all his publications 
Mr. Playfair has ftrongly difplayed thofe qualities. He neither is, 
nor affects to be, a fine writer; but he is, neverthelefs, an able ad- 
vifer. Yet we muft not confine his talents to mere plain fenfe; his 
views are generally original, and frequently bold; and thefe are 
proofs of genius. If amore literary education would have diminifhed 
his mercantile knowledge, and confined his views, we cannot wish to 
fee his periods more refined. He afferts here that, notwithftanding 
the gafconade of France, “ there never was a time when fle could 
“ fend fewer men into the field, for any continuance of time, and 
** fupply them with neceffaries, than at prefent.”—«* That the armed 
‘© men may act, it is effentially neceflary that there fhould remain a 
f¢ ftill greater number unarmed, The whole nation,” fay they, ‘* is 
‘© a camp, and precifely for that reafon, there is not one regiment of 
‘« well-accoutred foldiers.” He gives the hiftory of their affignats 
with great precifion and diftin€tnets; and explains the reafons why 
they were not more rapidly depreciated before the war with us. The 
value of the affignats is a mo{t important point in confidering the re- 
fources of France, and on that fabject the chief part of this pamphlct 
is employed. An hypothetical table of their depreciation, in pro- 
portion to their multiplication, is fabjoined to the fecond edition. 
When we hear that the convention has ordered the coinage of twelve 
hundred millions we cannot but wifh to know how far this theory 
is realized. The refult of Mr. Playfair’s reafonings and calcala- 
tions is, that the refources of France muft quickly be exhauited. 
The concluding fentence is worthy of a man who had ftudied elo- 
quence, inftead of calculations : 

‘* Such is the brilliant career which the conftant augmentation of 
** the quantity of aflignats prepares for that paper, which has, daring 
** three years, fupported French vanity, French anarchy, and French 
“‘ infamy. The vanity will have a fal! with the affignats, the anarchy 
** will cutlive them along time, buat the infamy will be eternal,” 
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DIVINITY. 


Art. 35. Elementary Difcourfes defigned for the Ufe of a young Perjon 
after Confirmation, Sc. By Fofeph Holden Pott, Prebendary of Lincoly 
and Archdeacon of St. Alban’s. 12m0. 99 pp. 15-6d. Rivingtons, 


This manual of inftrndion is one of thofe that may be recom- 
mended, with the greateft propriety, not only to the clafs of perfons 
for which it is defigned, but to all who with to poffefs a clear and 
comprehenfive view of the firft principles of our religion. The firft 
difcourfe contains a diftin& though fummary account of the chief 
doftrines of Chriftianity ; the fecond confifts of a meditation on the 
life of Chrift, as the true pattern of Chriftian excellence; the third gives 
an account of the nature and defign of the facraments; and the 
fourth confiders and refutes the pretences ufually made for declining 
to partake of the holy communion. On all thefe important fubjeéts 
the author writes with perfpicuity, with fteady atlherence to the 
sloétrines of the church, and an evident zeal, feconded by a no lefé 
evident ability, to communicate ufeful inftructions, 


Art. 36. Religion and Loyalty, a Sermon, by Charles Sturges, M. A, 
Vicar of St. Mary’s, Reading, Berks, and of Ealing, Middlefex; 
publifhed at the Requeft of feveral re/pe&able Inhabitants of the Parifh 


of St. Mary’s, Reading. 3d, or 2s. 6d. per dozen, Smart and | 


Cowflade, Reading ; Norbury, New Brentford. 


Mr. Sturges delivered this Sermon at the {erious crifis when a 
too-well founded apprehenfion prevailed of fome fatal effects from 
the effervefence of thofe pernicious principles of anarchy and fedition, 
fo induftrioufly propagated in this country by the advocates for 
a fanciful and chimerical liberty. It is a judicious difcourfe on 
Matt. xxii. 21. tending to prove, from our Saviour’s example and 
precepts, that loyalty and allegiance to government are religious 
obligations: and enforcing at the fame time the importance of thofe 
duties which we owe to God. The author exhorts his readers to 
approve themfelves good Chriftians, by behaving as good and peace- 
able fubjects, ready to extend every reafonable Chriftian indulgence, 
toleration, and liberty of confcience, to all Chriftian brethren of every 
denomination, bat fill anxious to preferve and fecure their own happy. 
eftablifhment. —The difcourfe was well-timed, and probably contri- 
buted, where it was circulated, to difperfe the lowering ftorm, and to 
increafe the returning tide of loyalty, religion, and common-fenfe. 


Art. 37. A Sermon applicable to the prefent Times, and difigned as an 
Antidote to thofe dangerous Dotirines now in Circulation, tending to the 
Dehruéion of all Order and Government. Preached in the Parifh 
Church of North Bradley, in the County of Wilts; and publifoed at the 
Riquef of the Parifeioners. By the Rev. Charles Daubeny, LL. B, 
Vicar of the faid Parife. 8vo. 6d, Rivingtons, London; and the 
Bookifelers in Bath, Briftol, &c. 

The late alarm has given the eftablifhed clergy of this kingdom 

‘an opportunity of fhowing that they are wanting neither in firmnefs, 

4 ability, 
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nbility, ner information: the arguments they have oppofed to the de+ 
clamations of the miftaken or ill-defigning, have proved that they are 
provided with found reafoning to guard their flocks againft popular 
fophiftry : and the knowledge of hiftory, which their difcourfes mani- 
fe(t, demonftrates that their days have not been {pent in idlenefs, or 
ufelefs purfuits. 

The fermon now before us is one of thofe that contribute to juftify 
thefe refletions. Mr. D. fearlefs of any contemptuous cenfures, or 
of being told, that had he lived fome years earlier he would have 
been deemed guilty of high treafon, has ventured; in compliance with 
the: fuggeftions of reafon, and the dictates of revelation, to affirm that 
the Sovereign of the Univerfe is the fountain of power. 

From his text, ‘* Beware of falfe prophets, which come to you in 
«¢ fheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye fhall 
« know them by their fruits,” (Matt. vii. 15.) he takes occafion to 
ftate, that the preachers of fedition and anarchy have ever at firft afflum- 
ed an engaging appearance, by profefling themfelves the friends of 
the people, but that where they have fucceeded in gaining over thefe 
to their party, their fruits have always proved alike—** the diffolu- 
« tion of government follows clofe upon the contempt of it.” With 
much ftrong remark Mr. D. obferves on many of the democratic doc- 
trines ; referring to the {criptures, as the true antidote to all the poifon. 


Art. 38. 4 Difcourfe, preached on Sunday, December 30, 1792, at the 
Parifh Church of Kenton, Sc. By the Rev. R. Polwhele, ( Author 6 
Difcourfes on different Subjeds, Sc. Sa) In 2 vols. 8vo, 6d. 
Cadell and Dilly. 


The writer of this Sermon is well known to fame. His Sermons 
and Tranflations have already paffed the-ordeal unhurt, approved, 
and honoured. ‘ The prefent difcourfe was very haftily drawn up, 
“« without the flighteit view to publication ;”’ and is now publithed 
‘ohly in compliance with the requeft of his parifhioners. ‘The text is 
taken from Ifaiah Ixi. 1. ** The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, &c. 
This the author explains in its ¢//teral import, and then fhows how 
applicable it is to chriftianity. He thence comes to the French Re- 
volution; his account of which is ftriking in itfelf, and peculiarly adapt- 
ed to the moment of his preaching. It is written in a ftyle of fpirited 
declamation 3 and throughout, has much of the vigour of genius, with 
fome of its inequalities. On the whole, we cannot but regret, that 
fuch a man, and fuch a writer, remains only a curate. 
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FRANCE, 
Art 39. Lettres fur l'Ttalie, en 1785. Seconde edition. .a Paris 1792. 


W E, had before feveral defcriptions of Italy, writtea by perfons of 
"’ acknowledged merit and abilities, In regard to facts, the account 
of that country hy Lalande may be recommended as the moft cincum- 
2 ftantial 
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ftantial and exa&; to which we may add the Voyage Pittore/gie de 
Naples 9 de Sicile, with the Travels of our own countryman Swins 
burne, which have lately been tranflated into French by Keralio, 
But for moral and philofophical obfervations on the different forms 
of government, which prevail in that country, and the manners of its 
inhabitants, for ftrong defcriptions, and the feelings of a man of ge- 
nius, exprefied in a ityle abounding with imagery, thefe Letters de- 
ferve our particular attention. The author communicates in them, to 
his family and his friends, the impreflions which the objects made on 
him, as they pafled before his eyes; in a manner peculiar to himéelf, 
which, though it may perhaps fometimes be too poetical, is in general 
not ill fuited to the fubjeét, and the epiftclary ftyle. In a word, we 
may venture to fay, that the tafte and information which are exhibit- 
ed in thefe Letters, are not lefs calculated to inftruét the artift, than 
they are to give fatisfaction to. men of letters, and of the world. 
Journal Encyclopedique. 


Art. 40. Memoires de la Minorité de Louis XV.. par F. B. Mas- 
siLLON, Ewégue de Clermont, Membre du Conjeil de Confcience fous 
la Régence de PHILIPE D’ORLBANS, & Pun des Quarante de? Aca- 
démie Frangoife. en 8vo.a Paris, 3\iv. 188. br. 


In the year 1730 Louis XV. employed the celebrated Mafiillon 
to draw up for him an account of the affairs of the regency, not, as 
it is to be prefumed, without the advice of the Cardinal de Fleuri, 
though it is remarkable, that he does not beftow on him any particu: 
lar commendation. 

‘Theie memoirs are rendered important by a variety of faéts and 
details refpecting the court, which are not to be found elfewhere, as 
well as by the fincerity and impartiality, which appear to charaterize 
them throughout. ‘The ftyle is eafy and fimple, more adapted to 
epiftolary correfpondence than to hiftory, and therefore better fuited 
to the purpofe of the author, who compofed them rather for the in- 
ftruétion of the prince, by whom he had been confulted; than for the 
public and pofterity. One of the falutary maxims, which he is par- 
ticularly folicitous to inculcate by frequent repetition, is, that if kings 
do not, at the proper age, really take the direction of the reins of 
government into their own hands, they will always deferve to be 
confidered as minors. If therefore Louis XV. continued to be fo, it 
is evident that it was not for want of proper admonition. 

To thefe Memoirs the editor has prefixed an account of the life 
and writings of Maffillon, of which the only good parts are fuch as 
he has quoted from that great orator. 

Mercure Frangois. 


Art. 41. Memoires du Comte de Maurepas, Miniftre dela Marine;&e. 
Troifieme edition, avec onze Caricatures du ‘ems, gravees en taille 
dowe. 3 vol.en 8vo. 4 Paris. 10 liv. br. 


The whole character of the Comte de M. difcovers itfelf in thefe 
Memoirs: particularly the frivoloufnefs ani tafte for little things which 
were his diitinguifhing qualities. ‘They contain extraéts from fifty- 
two 
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two volumes, drawn up by himfelf and his fecretary Salé, chiefly 
during the courfe of his miniftry. Who would have expeéted that 
in thefe 52 volumes, compofed by'a man who fhould have been occu- 


pied on more important objects, nothing fhould be found, (if we ex- 


cept only two letters, in the beginning of the third volume, on the 
external commerce of the kingdom, and the improvements of which 
it is fafceptible) but, trifling intrigues, and ftories relating to the court, 
solleéted (to ufe the words of Greflei) 


«* Par un de ces oififs errants 
Qui chaque jour fur leur pupitre 
Rapportent tous les vers courans, 
Et qui, dans le changeant empire, 
Des amours & de la fatyre, 
Atteurs, fpeCtateurs tour-a-tour, 
Poffedeht toujours, 4 merveille, 
L’hittoirette de la veille 

Avec l’etiquette du jour? 


To the Memoirs the editors have added Remarks by M. late 
the Abbé, Soulavie, which we fhould fcarcely have noticed, if the 
author’s pretenfions to a more than ordinary fhare of literary merit 
had not made it neceffary for us, whofe duty it is to affign to every 
writer his due rank and ftation, with refpect to the reft, to point out 
his infufficiency. Among other affertions, equally ungrounded, he 
fays, that it is chiefly to their ignorance that the French clergy owe 
their ruin. 

We fhall not, however, fcruple to declare fuch perfons as the late 
Bifhop of Autun, the Archbifhops of Aix and Thouloufe, the Bithop 
of Rhodés, the Abbé Montefquiou, and others, to be at leaft equal in 
point of learning and judgment to M. Soulavie, though he may 
not, perhape, bedifpofed to fubfcribe to our opinion. Ibid. 


Art. 42. Les deveirs de Homme, ouvrage traduit du Latin deM. T. 
Ciceron, avec des notes FS la vie de ? Auteur, par EMMANUEL 
BrosseLarn), homme de loi, Sc. 8vo. 400 pages. gliv. bre a 
Paris. 


Of all the works, whofe objeét it is to inform mankind of 
the duties impofed on them by nature and fociety, that of which 
M. Broffelard has here given as a trauflation, has always been con- 
filered as the firftin rank.. Pliny, in a letter to the Emperor ‘Tra~- 
jan, fays, that he ought not only to read, but to learn it by hearts 
an eulogium applicable to a very {mall number of books, but unqucf- 
tionably fo in a high degree to this of Cicero. 

The tranflator has, to the merit of exaétnefs and precifion, added 
that of elegance and fimplicity of language. If his ftyle, however, 
fhould not be found to come up to that of the original in point of 
harmony, it is, perhaps, more the fault of the French language.than 
that of the tranflator himfelf, Asa {pecimen, which is at the fame 
time defcriptive of the prefent fituation of the country, we fhall fub- 
join the following paffige from the end of the fecond bool: : 

«¢ Quant 
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ftantial and exa&; to which we may add the Voyage Pittors/gie de 
Naples & de Sicile, with the Travels of our own countryman Swins 
burne, which have lately been tranflated into French by Keralio, 
Bat for moral and philofophical obfervations on the different forms 
of government, which prevail in that country, and the manners of its 
inhabitants, for ftrong defcriptions, and the feelings of a man of ge- 
nius, exprefled in a ityle abounding with imagery, thefe Letters de- 
ferve our particular attention. The author communicates in them, to 
his family and his friends, the impreflions which the objects made on 
him, as they pafled before his eyes, in a manner peculiar to himéelf, 
which, though it may perhaps fometimes be too poetical, is in general 
not ill fuited to the fubjeé&t, and the epiftolary ftyle. In a word, we 
may venture to fay, that the tafte and information which are exhibit- 
ed in thefe Letters, are not lefs calculated to inftrué the artift, than 
they are to give fatisfaction to.men of letters, and of the world. 
Journal Encyclopedique. 


Art. 40. Memoires de la Minorité de Louis XV.. par 7. B. Mas- 
siLuon, Evégue de Clermcent, Membre du Conjeil de Confcience four 
la Régence de PHILIPE D’ORLBANS, & Pun des Quarante del Aca- 
démie Frangoife. en 8vo.a Paris. 3iv. 188. br. 


In the year 1730 Louis XV. employed the celebrated Maffillon 
to draw up for him an account of the affairs of the regency, not, as 
it is to be prefumed, without the advice of the Cardinal de Fleuri, 
though it is remarkable, that he does not beftew on him any particu- 
lar commendation. ; 

‘Theie memoirs are rendered important by a variety of faéts and 
details refpecting the court, which are not to be found elfewhere, as 
well as by the fincerity and impartiality, which appear to charatterize 
them throughout. ‘The ftyle is eafy and fimple, more adapted to 
epiftolary correfpondence than to hiftory, and therefore better fuited 
to the purpofe of the author, who compofed them rather for the in- 
ftruétion of the prince, by whom he had been confulted; than for the 
public and pofterity. One of the falutary maxims, which he is par- 
ticularly folicitous to inculcate by frequent repetition, is, that if kings 
do not, at the proper age, really take the direction of the reins of 

overnment into their own hands, they will always deferve to be 
confidered as minors. If therefore Louis XV. continued to be fo, it 
is evident that it was not for want of proper admonition. 

To thefe Memoirs the editor has prefixed an account of the life 
and writings of Maffillon, of which the only good parts are fuch as 
he has quoted from that great orator. 

Mercure Frangoise 


Art. 41. Memoires du Coute de Maurepas, Miniftre dela Marine;&e. 
Troifieme edition, avec onze Caricatures du ‘ems, gravées en taille 
dowe. 3 vol.en 8vo. 4 Paris. 1o liv. br. 


The whole character of the Comte de M. difcovers itfelf in thefé 
Memoirs: particularly the frivoloufnefs and tafte for little things which 
were his diitinguifhing qualities. They contain extracts from fifty- 
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two volumes, drawn up by himfelf and his fecretary Sal¢, chiefly 
during the courfe of his miniffry. Who would have expeéted that 
in thefe 52 volumes, compofed by'a man who fhould have been occu- 


pied on more important objects, nothing fhould be found, (if we ex- 


cept only two letters, in the beginning of the third volume, on the 
external commerce of the kingdom, and the improvements of which 
it is {afceptible) but, trifling intrigues, and Rories relating to the court, 
solleéted (to ufe the words of Grefle:) 


«* Par un de ces oififs errants 
Qui chaque jour fur leur pupitre 
Rapportent tous les vers courans, 
Et qui, dans le changeant empire, 
Des amours & de la fatyre, 
Ateurs, fpeCtateurs tour-a-tour, 
Pofledeht toujours, 4 merveille, 
L’hittoirette de la veille 

Avec létiquette du jour? 


To the Memoirs the editors have added Remarks by M. late 
the Abbé, Soulavie, which we fhould fcarcely have noticed, if the 
author’s pretenfions to a more than ordinary fhare of literary merit 
had not made it neceffary for us, whofe duty it is to affign to every 
writer his due rank and ftation, with refpect to the reft, to point out 


‘his infufficiency. Among other affertions, equally ungrounded, he 


fays, that it is chiefly to their ignorance that the French clergy owe 
their ruin. 

We shall not, however, fcruple to declare fuch perfons as the late 
Bifhop of Autun, the Archbifhops of Aix and Thouloufe, the Bithop 
of Rhodés, the Abbé Montefquiou, and others, to be at leaft equal in 
point of learning and judgment to M. Soulavie, though he may 
not, perhape, be difpofed to fubferibe to our opinion. Ibid. 


Art. 42. Les devcirs de l’ Homme, ouvrage traduit du Latin de M. T. 
Ciceron, avec des notes 5 la vie de P Auteur, par LMMANVEL 
BrosseL arn, homme de loi, Sc. 8vo. 400 pages. 4liv.bre a 
Paris. 

Of all the works, whofe obje& it is to inform mankind of 
the duties impofed on them by nature and fociety, that of which 
M. Broffelard has here given as a trauflation, has always been con- 
fidered as the firft in rank.. Pliny, in a letter to the Emperor Tra- 
jan, fays, that he ought not only to read, but to learn it by hearts 
an eulogium applicable to a very fmall number of books, but unqucf- 
tionably fo in a high degree to this of Cicero. 

The tranflator has, to the merit of exaétnefs and precifion, added 
that of elegance and fimplicity of language. If his ftyle, however, 
fhould not be found to come up to that of the original in point of 
harmony, it is, perhaps, more the fault of the French language.than 
that of the tranflator himfelf, Asa f{pecimen, which is at the fame 
time defcriptive of the prefent fituation of the country, we fhall fub- 
jein the following paffige from the end of the fecond book: | 
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*¢ Quant a ceux qui, pour plaire avx peuples, propofent des Joix 
** agraires, dont le but eft de dépouilles les propriétaires par un partagé 
** inique, od d’abolir les cféances, ils fappent les deux principaux 
** fondemens de la republique, la concorde, qui ne f{Cauroit fubfifter 
** entre des citoyens, lorfqu’ on ptend dux une pour donner aux autres, 
** & la juftice, qui eft abfolument aneantie, fi chacun ne peut confervet 
“* fes propriétés. Je I’ai déja dit, il n’exifte de cité que pour guaran- 
** tira chacun l’inviolabilité de fa fortune.— Les auteurs de ces loix fi 
** defaftreufes n'obtiennent pas méme Ia faveurt populaire, dont ils font 
** fi jaloux. En effet, ils font 4 peine avoués des citoyens, qu’ ils en. 
** richiffent, & ceux, qu’ils dépouillent en congoivent un vif reffenti- 
“* ment... . Il ne faut pas fe croire excufable, parceqne la portion des 
“* citoyens, qu'on gratifie, eft plus nombreufe, que celle, 4 qui on dte, 
*€ On doit pefer les droits, & non pas compter les tétes, .L’equité peut- 
*« elle jamais permettre, qu’on enleve a une famille le champ, qu'elle 
** pofféde dépuis des années, & peut-dtre des fiécles, pour en faire la 
*¢ proie d’un homme nouveau ?” 3 

The life of Cicero is an elegant biographical effay, prefixed with 
propriety to the Offices, in which the Roman orator frequently alludes to 
the — in which he was placed ; fo that if the work itfelf con- 
tains ufeful precepts, his life will furnifh fuitable examples. 

Of the notes, fome are intended to give an account of the different 
perfons, fuch as magiftrates, warriors and philofophers, who.are men- 
tioned in the work ; whilft others confiit of explanations of the duties, 
of man, and univerfal jurifpradence; in fome of which the author 
combats the too extended notion of equality. 


Art. 43. Lettres écrites de Barcelone a un xelateur de la Liberté, 1. Sur 
l'état dans leguel fe trouvoient les Frontitres d’Efpagne, en 1792.—2. 
Sur les Emigrés dans ce Pays, les Maurs, Ufages, &F Opinions des 
Efpagnols, Se. par M, Co*.”™, Citoyen Frangois, en 8vo. de 448 
pages. a Paris; pr. 41. ros. br. 


_M. de Ch* **, who has refided fifteen years in Spain, thinks 
thofe Politicians greatly miftaken, who imagine that the Spaniards are 
ready to fhake off the yoke. of defpotifm and fuperttition, 2 imitation of 
the French: he is forry to have little to fay in their favour; but he 
adds, the fault & to be charged on themfelves, on their anceftors, and on 
the four Philips, who fucceflively governed Spain ; on the Bourbons, 
by whom they were followed, and who did not poffefs fufficient courage 
to drive from the throne that fanaticifm by which itis befet; on that 
feries of kings, which has fuffered the nation to be a prey to the mul- 
titude of evils, which are the offspring of fuperftition; who have per- 
mitted fanguinary inguifitors to feize on that fceptre, which, in their 
own hands, was regarded as a mere bauble; and who hate, finally, als 
lowed thofe brave Spdniards, who, under Charles V, conftituted the 
firft nation in Europe, to become the laft by their puerile fuperftition, 

As an inftance of that fuperftition, the author relates the following 
ftory of the phial of St Donatus: 


«© In the time of the Moors Girona had bee attacked, and was on 
the eve of falling into the enemy's hands, when the inhabitants pie 
mend 
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thended themfelves to the protection of St. Donatus, who fent upon the 
infidels fo terrible a {warm of flies, that they were foon obliged to de- 
camp. An holy hermit advifed the inhabitants to preferve thefe pre- 
cious flies againit any fimilar exigence, offering on the part of Sr. Bo- 
natus, by whom he pretended to be infpired, toenclofe them all in a 
phial, where he faid the faint would engage to keep them alive ; which, 


we are told, he performed with incomparable dexterity. I have feen ° 


this phial, where it is believed that thefe flies have been fhut up for feve- 
ral centuries, It is not, indeed, very eafy to diftinguifh them, which 
is of little confequence ; the phial is, notwithftanding, depofited in the 
treafury of the cathedral, and they threaten to open it, whenever the 
French fhall make their appearance in that country.” 


The manufatures of the Spaniards are thus deferibed by our author : 
“© Of their oil,” fayshe, “‘ I thall only obferve, that there are not 
** two kinds in Spain; it is in genera] deteftable, though the Spa- 
** niards poffefs the beft olives in Europe ; but they do not know how 
‘© to manage them, and are not fatisfied with any advice which is gi- 
** ven them onthe fubjeét. ‘The fame happeus likewife in other i . 
*¢ ‘Tell them, thatof the fineft wool in = univerfe they are not able 
“* to make cloth; that though they have the fofteft filk, they have in 
** the whole country no fl manufactory ; that their wines, which 
“ would otherwife be the beft on the continent,\ contract a dif- 
“ agreeable flavour, from the little attention that is paidto them, that 
** though they are mafters of the gold of America, they are always 
** poor; they will anfwer with a contemptuous {mile, that their cloths 
“ are more beautiful than thofe of England for their finenefs, and 
** that they furpafs them in colour; that they find their account in fell- 
‘¢ ing their filks raw; that wine, to be good, ought to have a certain 
“ selingus fmack ; and that we rob them of their money,” 

Affiches annonces, F Avis divers. 


Art. 44. Joannis Emmanuel Gilibert, olim ix Lugd. in Schola Grod- 
nenfi, necnon in Univerfitase tsi 3 ( Botanices Profeffiris) Exercitia 
Phytologica, quibus omnes Plante Europeae, quas vivas invenit in va- 
riis herbationibus, ceu in Lithuania, Gallia, Alpibus, analyfi nova 
proponuntur, ex Typo Nature defcribuntur, navifque Obfervationibus, 
Tempore florendi, En medicis aut ceconomicis, propria Auctoris Ex- 
perientié nati Volumen Primum., Plante Lithuanice cum Lug- 
dunenfibus comparata. Volumen Secundum. Cetere Plante cum 


Lugdunenfibus comparate, Lugd. 1792, 655 pp. in 8vo. 


The author received his firft inftructions in botany from Sauvages 
and Gowan, at Montpellier ; after which he had recourfe to the gardens 
and colleétions of M. Juffieu at Paris; and, laftly, returned to Lyons, 
where, at the requeft of the then Intendant Fieffeles, «* iftius, qui primo 
‘* anno revolutionis Gallice crudeli fato periit prafeCtus mercatorum ;” 
he formed a botanical garden at his owh expence.—** Sed ifte,” adds 
our author, ** obtemperans juffui Thefaurarii Abbatis Terrai me trif- 
‘* tem dimifit, non remuneratis amiffis pecuniis; al) hoc momento fir- 
** mam fumpfi propofitam paternos campos derelinquendi.” He ac- 
cordingly procured a recommendation from Mr. Haller to the Polith 
Ambailador, in order to his going to Grodno. Here, and in the coun- 


try 
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try about Vilna, Novogorod, and Warfaw, he colleéted plants till the 
year 1783, defcribed partly in his Flora Lithuanica, and partly in his 
Chloris Grodnenfis. He likewife purchafed the Herbarium of Gowan, 
compared it with the fpecimens which he had colletted in his travels 
through France, Auftria, and Switzerland; and defcribed the whole 
after nature; which produced the prefent Exercitia Phyfiologica, in 
which, among other innovations, he divides the different sem into 
four general claffes, viz. into flores monopetalos caliculatos, flores poly- 
petalos, flores apetalos, flores occultos. He likewife changes many of 
the Linnzan names, calling, for inftance, the liguftrum vulgare, liguf- 
trum angufto folio; the Risbabas arborefcens, fambucus nigra; the 
cochlearia flagrans, cochlearia officinalis; the lilac cordato folio, fy- 
ringa vulgaris, &c. obferving, however, that he only does this with 
reference to his own Flora; but that, in general, he fhould with the 
Linnzan names to be retained, becaufe,”’ fays he, *< aliter confufio Ba- 
bylonica de novo nafceretur.” 

Among the plants defcribed by our author, many are rare; fuch as 
the valentia glabra, the campanula pyramidalis, the dracocephalum 
Moldao, the veronica maritima, the pedicularis fceptrum carolinum, 
the chxrophyllum aromaticum, the laferpitium pratenficum, the 
faxifraga Hirculus, the ophrys Loefelii, the corallorhiza, &c. The 
work is illuftrated with 103 capper-plates, Goetteng. Anxcig. 


ITALY. 


Art. 45. Ephbemerides affronomice, Sc. Afironomical Ephemerides, for. 
the Year 1793 calculated for the Meridian of Milan, by the Abbé Angela 
de Cefaris. 8vo. Milan, 

The Abbe de Cefaris gives us, in the firft place, his own obfervations 
on an inferior conjunction of Venus with the Sun, an oppofition of Ju. 
piter, and another of Mars, with the fame, all of which took place in 
the year 1790. AA fecond article, by the fame author, is very curious, 
containing obfervations on the paflage of Jupiter and his Satellites be. 
hind the Moon, in 1792. ‘The Abbé Oriani has rendered an import- 
ant fervice to aftronomers, by prefenting them with perpetual tables of 
Uranus, or the yar of Herfchel ; in which the epochs of its mean 
motions are fixed to the year 1840, with the quantity of thofe motions, 
from year to year, and from day to day; as he had already done, with 
refpect to the other planets, in the preceding volumes. An oppofition 
of Jupiter with the Sun, in 1790, obferved by the Abbé Oriani, offers 
nothing particular, Father Benferretti communicates a table, calculat- 
ed for the longitude of the obfervatory at Milan, which faves, in a va- 
riety of cafes, the trouble of calculating the fpherical triangles, formed 
by three points—the pole, the zenith, and any given ftar: next follow 
the planetary obfervations of the Abbé Reggio, who made ufe of an 
equivatorial fector of the length of five feet, to take the difference of the 
right afcenfion and declination of any fixed ftar, from thofe of the 
planet, on which he made his obfervations. He has likewife added a 
table, to rectify the effect of refra€tion. Obfervations on Mercury, in 
his greate{t digreflions, during the years 1791 and 1792, and on Mars, 
Jupiter, and Uranus, for 1792, in their oppofitions with the Sun ; folar 
obfervations in the equino¢tial and folftitial points, for the purpofe of 
determining the qbliquity of the ecliptic, &c. An oppofition of Mars, 


3 







































i ei i eel 





FortiGn CATALoGusE. Spain. 


and another of Uranus, which took place in 1792, calculated by the 
Abbé Cefaris. ‘The volume concludes with meteorological obfervae 
tions for the year 1790, by the Abbé Reggio, 


SPAIN. 


Art. 46. De la China, Ge. of the Peruvian Bark, _—— Ruizs 
Botanift of the King of Spain's Garden. 8v0. adrid, 


The Spavifh government, to which not only Botan » but likewife 
other branches of Natural Hiftory, have of late been indebted for many 
valuable improvements, had fent feveral learned men into Peru for the 
surpofe of making difcoveries relative to thefefciences. Of this num- 
ber, Mr. Ruiz, it feems, is difpofed to communicate his obfervations 
in proportion as they are made, fo that this effay is only to be regarded 
as the introduétion to a more confiderable work. 

Before he enteys on his own obfervations, made, he fays, among 
woods, precipices, and all the horrors of favage nature, he prefents us 
with a review or what other authors have written at homeon the fame 
fubje€t, giving us an account of the hiftory of the Peruvian Bark, its 
firft difcovery, its virtues, and the different methods of ufing it, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the moft celebrated phyficians; afterwards 
follows the botanical defcription of the Cixchona of Linnzus, with its 
different fpecies, as well ancient as modern. In this part, Mr. Ruiz 
— agrees with the Swedifh botanift Swartz, who had likewife 
een thefe trees in the Weft-Indies. 

In the Supplement, the author adds a defcription of another tree, 
known in Peru under the name of Quina-quina, from which the inha- 
bitants extraét three different kinds of balfam ; namely, the white liquid 
balfam, the white dry balfam, which is the trye balfam of Tolu, and, 
laftly, what is generally called the balfam of Peru. 


Efprit des Fournaux. 
GERMANY. ‘i 


Art. 472 Car. Traugett Gottlob Schoenmaun, Bibliotheca hifterico i- 
teraria Patrum Latinorum a Tertulliano Principe ufque ad Gregorium 
M. & m tile Hifpalenjem, ad Bibliothecam Fabricii accommodatae 
8vo. Tom. 1.672 pp. Lipfix 1792. 


Germany. 11g 


Eftmeridi di Roma, 


Under this title we are prefented with what may be called a 
companion to the commentaries of Oelrichs on the Latin Fathers of 
the fix firft centuries, which had indeed already been announced in 
the preface to that work. The Author has undertaken to give us @ 
literary and critical hiftory of :all thofe writings of that period, from 
which Oelrichs had only colleéted extracts, with a view to the forma- 
tion of an hiftory of religious opinions. He has likewife defcribed, 
with the greateft accuracy, the different editions of the works of thofe 
Fathers, and the MSS. which were made ufe of for them. This we 
confider to be the moft important part of the work, in which, though 
fome future Fabricius may perhaps find defeéts, we cannot think they 
will be of fuch confequence, as.to make it neceflary for him to form 
a new Inventory. The prefent volume concludes with Paulinus, fo 
that the next will of courfe begin with St. Auguftin. 


Goetting. Anzeigen. 
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For the good withes of various Correfpondents, the Editors 
of The Britifh Critic return their grateful thanks, 


If their plan be approved, the execution of it alone muft de- 
termine their fuccefs. 


On this fubje& they can fay, that, if the prefent number be 
thought well of, a continual improvement in thofe that are to 
follow is what. they can, very ftrongly promife ; as they. find 
their ftrength increafing daily, by the molt valuable acceflions of 
afliftance. | 


Candidus may be affured, that the value of his excellent advice 
is. completely felt, The Britith Critic will be conduéted with 
perfeét candour, and all poffible impartiality, The Editors 
hope, that even they who differ from them in opinion, the molt 
widely, will never have juft reafon to complain. 


The communication of O is under confideration. 
A True Briton’s favour has been received. 


S— E— and W. T. are informed, that the Editors have- 
annem themfelves from noticing any work which was pub- 
ifhed in the year 1792. Their communications.will be. re- 
turned, if required, with many thanks. 


In the cafe of books dated 1792, but not actually publifhed 
till 179%, an apparent deviation -from the above rule may, 
perhaps, be made; but in no other inftances. 





— er Le 


To Mr. Steewens the Editors have to apologize for an error 
in the punctuation of his title-page, which has occafioned 
another in p. ¢$ of the Review. As the remark thus: caufed 
was made with no unfriendly view, it is not doubted that he 
wil! candidly excufe 1i.—The reader is defired to corre& the 

affuge thus; ‘* Revijed and augmented (with a Glofferial Index) 
b, the Editor of Dodjicy’s Collection of Old Plays.” 


